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Guests from Ghana 

Hear first-hand about our Africa Mission Partnership  
The people of Edinboro will have the unique privilege to welcome guests from our Ghana Mission 

Partnership on two occasions, just ahead of our celebration of World Communion Sunday.  

First United Presbyterian Church will have an esteemed guest preacher on 

Sunday morning, September 30. The Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Amey is a pastor in the 

Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Ghana (EPCG). He serves as the national Clerk of 

the General Assembly of the EPCG. Rev. Amey was our host and accompanied us on 

much of the Lake Erie Delegation's visit to Ghana in Sept. 2017. This is his second 

visit to Lake Erie Presbytery. His wife Caroline will also be with us that day. In 

addition to bringing greetings from the Ghana Church and bringing the message at the 

11:00 a.m. worship, Dr. Amey will meet with interested adults and teens for informal 

conversation and storytelling at 9:45 that morning. 

Other representatives from the Ghana Church, The Reverend Vincent Dagadu and 

Elder/Lay Pastor Anthony Atsu will join us in Edinboro for the First Wednesday Dinner at the Presbyterian 

Church. The meal begins at 6:00 p.m. on October 3. A brief program follows. 

The Presbytery of Lake Erie, 58 congregations in northwestern Pennsylvania is a leader among a 

coalition of U.S. churches connected with the EPCG. Its projects include mutual visits to and from both 

countries, provision of dozens of computers for young people, and development of the Wapuli Health Clinic. 

The Presbyterian World Mission website has further details and links. 

 

Separately, the PC(USA) West Africa Regional Liaison of the PCUSA World Mission will 

also be in the area this month. Rev. Josh Heikkela is the Mission Co-worker in Ghana and also 

reaches out to Niger, Togo, Liberia and Nigeria. He has been a tremendous partner in helping to 

establish, maintain and encourage the Lake Erie Presbytery’s Partnership with the Upper 

Northern Presbytery of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Ghana. Presbyterians here helped 

to provide a replace vehicle for Josh’s work. 

On Monday, Sept 17, there is a lunch gathering with Josh at Meadville First Presbyterian 

Church 11am-1pm and a dinner gathering at Erie’s First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant 5:30-7:00.  

RSVPs are appreciated (Donna Cammarata, donna.camm@gmail.com 814-873-4860), but last-minute guests 

are welcome. If you cannot attend the meal, come for the program. 

mailto:office@edinboropresby.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/global/ghana/
mailto:donna.camm@gmail.com


 

 

 



From the Pastor 

Adapt-ability:  New things, new ways, and the new program year  
Labor Day Weekend has come and gone, and that brings us to the traditional start of a 

new year. All of us do things a little differently during the summer, and that same 

dynamic is certainly true of the church. The move into September resets our routines 

again, as the “program year” starts rolling.  

Around here, there will be some new twists on the old routines as 2018 -2019 begins. I 

want to explain some of those. First though, a few comments on an overarching theme: 

adaptability. As I have come to know this wonderful congregation, the Presbyterians here 

are an adaptable bunch. We have some really strong traditions, but we also have a good 

sense of what to keep doing as we have done before balanced with an openness to change 

and experimentation. My observation is that our blend of these is significantly healthy.  

This is a good thing too, since the heart of Jesus’ Gospel – the very core of our core 

values! – is about transformation. The people of God have ALWAYS been changing, 

adjusting, learning new ways, and trusting as the Lord leads to yet -unseen adventures. 

Staying the same has never really been a prominent Biblical theme. Noah (not a Nautical 

Architect by trade) learned to build an ark. Moses and then Aaron and then Joshua were 

leaders of a devout nation who took a wide-ranging journey to their future. More than 

once Jesus spoke newness to his followers with the prelude “You have heard it said, but I 

say to you….” Even the theology of sin and confession and spiritual growth requires 

transformation and life change.  

So, change is our calling card, our marching orders. However, doing something new or 

different is not WHY we do something new or different. Change for change’s sake might 

or might not be right. The reason to start a new season, or a new program, or a new 

schedule is so that we have new and renewed opportunity to love the Lord, to love 

neighbor as self, and to follow where we sense the guidance  of God’s Spirit. This autumn 

will bring to this congregation a few transformations, adapted ways of accomplishing our 

traditional goals. Here are some of the Whats and the Whys  

Children’s Classes: In this newsletter is your copy of a letter which was also  sent a 

couple of weeks ago to the families of our younger members. I co -signed this letter, but I 

feel that Mary Beth Honeycutt did a wonderful job of explaining this decision to 

experiment with Sunday School within the worship hour. The conversation over  issues 

such as Sunday School staffing, attendance and goals has been going on a long time, 

dating back to prior to my arrival 18 months ago. Ultimately, we want to take the next few 

months to try this, see how it works, and get reactions from our families  of school-age 

children. There are trade-offs in this, but the traditional Sunday School has been changing 

in Edinboro and in thousands of other congregations. I am convinced that the future trend 

is less about “education” and more about relationships and faith formation. We recently 

renamed our team to emphasize this focus: Children and Youth Ministry. We aren’t just 

putting facts and figures into students’ heads (Christian Education), we more importantly 

are in ministry to young people and their parents. There is Bible knowledge to be shared, 



that’s for sure; but in times like these, we need new and renewed ways to support our 

families. We’ll examine how the fall goes, and be intentional about talking with – and 

listening to! – our families. 

Sunday Worship: As we change the time slot for these children, both our Worship 

Team and our Children & Youth Team wanted to be sure that our young worshipers 

continue to experience our community’s worship life. So before we take them into age -

group ministries, we will work even harder to make some of the early aspects of our 11am 

worship hour age-appropriate, multi-generational, and child-friendly. Children learn how 

to worship – hopefully a lifelong process – by watching us worship, and by doing  worship 

at their own level of understanding. This will mean that I and we will be adapting some 

elements of the worship service. This is to maximize the all -ages impact of those first 15 

or so minutes, and to keep our worship and prayer life and proclamation and music as 

powerful experiences for those of us who stay in the sanctuary the full time. Honestly, I 

don’t foresee major changes, but some adaptations of flow and the order of what happens 

when. And these shifts will be evaluated and adjusted as we go on. I love that this 

congregation is open to an expansive variety of songs, and seating arrangements and 

liturgy outlines. It’s our tradition AND our adaptability!  

Outward, Missional Focus: Again, the Presbys of Edinboro have a missional sense 

close to our collective heart. We do a very nice job of caring for each other, and creating 

events which bolster our own friendships and faith. That being said though, awareness of 

outward mission is not really new or surprising for us. We’ve been eager to experiment 

with community ministries. We cooperate with other congregations on quite a few 

ministries. We have people and programs which are other -focused. This will grow. 

Moving into this new season, I will frequently remind our congregation and our 

congregational leaders that fruitfulness in our current culture will be in large measure 

determined by how well we turn our circle to face outward. How can each event on our 

consistently-busy church calendar to adapted to involve people currently beyond our 

group? How can we look at who we are  and what we do with the eyes of newcomers, and 

bend over backwards to reduce perceptions of barriers and truly meet them at the 

intersection of their lives and God’s goodness? Each decision we make needs to include 

conversation about this question: How can God use this matter to enhance the life or faith 

of someone not now involved in this congregation?  Not every decision will be determined 

by the answer, but that question ought to have a key seat at the table as we make each 

choice of what to do next.  

Again, this church isn’t needing a 179-degree turnaround for any of this to happen. 

You and I are connected to a congregation that “gets it” in so many ways. Our ability to 

adapt is strong in the DNA of this group of God’s people. That ability gets even better the 

more often we use it. That strong (and sometimes even eager) ability to adapt brings me to 

what I anticipate will be a key watchword for our autumn: adapt-ability.  

                                                                   Jesus’ Peace, Jesus’ Joy!   



   

 

 
 

Church Family and Friends, 

 

Over the past few years there has been a lot of discussion about how our Sunday School 

program can best meet the needs of the children in our congregation.  Our congregation, like 

most others cross the country, face the same struggle of getting kids to Sunday School on 

Sunday mornings. Sunday mornings used to be reserved for Church but those times have long 

since passed. As families lives get busier we have to adapt our programs to try and meet the 

needs of those we are trying to serve.  
 

On that note we are going to be trying something different this fall. We are going to have 

Sunday School during the worship hour. The children will all be in church for the beginning of 

the service so they can be a part of the service. Then, after the children's message, they will 

be dismissed to their classes. The classes will be for our Nursery children up to about 6th or 

7th grade. There is a Confirmation Class this year, so our students participating in that 

program will be meeting at a different time, Sunday evenings. For our high school students we 

have some options that we are looking into one of which would be similar to last year. Meeting 

once a month for fellowship and maybe work on a project with one of the many groups or 

committees working in our church. High school students are also welcomed – encouraged – to 

join in with our adult Bible studies. This schedule begins on September 9, the weekend when 

our worship service moves to 11 a.m. 
 

The Children & Youth Ministries team understands that this is a big change from the way we 

have been doing things but we felt a change was in order to try and best serve the needs of 

our youth. We are going to try this model of classes for our fall semester and then reevaluate 

things prior to spring.  From our parents we would love to hear feedback as our fall semester 

gets underway so we can work with you to best serve your children. 
 

It takes a whole congregation to raise our children in our Faith and I would encourage anyone 

interested in giving your time, talents or ideas to get involved. Please understand that you do 

not have to commit yourself for the entire school year, whatever you are able to give is a 

blessing. We ask for your thoughts and prayers as we begin this new school year! 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

Mary Beth Honeycutt     Greg Gillispie 

for Children & Youth Ministries Team    Pastor 



Share a ride to church events 
    Some people may need a ride to worship, once in a while or  on a more frequent basis. This 
could include our members and friends with mobility limitations, those who no longer drive, or 
perhaps even college students who are in Edinboro with a car. 
    If you can offer a ride (occasionally or more often), please let the pastor or one of the 
deacons know. If you would like to carpool here on Sunday mornings or for another event, 
please do let us know. 
 

 

 

Photos, photos, photos 

Help us tell our story visually  
We need some of the photos you take of First Presbyterian’s activities and 
projects. 
We can share these in our promotion to members and friends, and add a 
visual zest to our efforts to reach out to others. Please e-mail your church-
related photos to Karen Doré.

 

 

 

 

 

 

     WORSHIP START TIME 

       We revert to 11:00AM worship starting this Sunday, September 9th. 

 

 

Garden of Edin Harvest Night: 
Monday, Aug. 20 was an amazing demonstration of the generosity of our 

community of gardeners!!  

A dozen Garden of Edin gardeners came to help harvest, yielding 84 

pounds of produce for the Edinboro Food Pantry!  The Food Pantry 

Director, Mary Weber was there to help and we filled her truck for 

delivery the next day. 

Tithe beds who donate to the Food Pantry all season: 

Bed #10 (Zak Kineston,) Chard, beans, tomatoes: Season total: 10.5 lbs.  
Bed #12 (Randy & Lianne Walker,) Peas and beans: Season total: 19 lbs.   

Bed #23 & 24 (Methodist Church Adult Sunday School,)Tomatoes, lettuce, cucumbers, 

peppers, beans: Season total: 137  lbs.  

Jack & Jill Preschool beds, tomatoes & peppers.  Season total: 19 lbs.   

Our God is an abundant God. 



Social “Knitworking” is a meaningful part of campus ministry at EUP 
 A unique aspect of the campus ministry which Presbyterians share with other local churches is 

“Social Knitworking” at Edinboro University. Members of the community are invited to take part. 

Students and others can get to know one another, mentor newcomers in how to knit, and support the 

Campus Ministry Cooperative.  

 Last year knitted items were sent to Edinboro Elementary School, Diehl Elementary, The Boro 

Women and Family Center, The Seamens Institute and the Sunshine Club. Social Knitworking started 

with knitting but there are future option for other forms of needlework and similar arts. One person is 

even curious about teaching how to tie flies for flyfishing. 

 This informal grouping meets the first, third, and fifth Tuesdays throughout the semester. Drop in 

between 7pm and 9pm by the Information Center inside the main entrance of the Pogue Center, 205 

Scotland Drive. Further details about the Campus Ministry Coop and our faith connections with local 

college students can be found on the campus ministry webpage. 

 

 
 

HARP WORKSHOP/SHOWCASE 
 

Friday, Sept. 7, from 2-2:45pm.  Edinboro University’s Highland Games presents 

 “Try A Harp Workshop” led by Jen Narkevicius. This is free and open to the public.   

The Harp Showcase, featuring local and national harpers, is from 3-5:00pm.  

 Admission for this showcase is a non-perishable food item for the Edinboro Food Pantry.  

 Sponsored by First United Presbyterian Church, 4281 Rte 6N, Edinboro. 
 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   Celebrations !!   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
 

Congratulations to Joe and Dianna Markiewicz on the birth of their baby, Callen Joseph on August, 28, 2018. 

Callen weighed 7 pd., 1 oz.    
 

Congratulations to Keith and Cheyanne (Kirsh) Fellows, a couple from the Girard Presbyterian Church, who 

were married at the sanctuary in Edinboro on August 17.  
 

Congratulations to Jane Cooke & Doug Francis who were married on August 5, 2018. 
 

Welcome to our newest members of the Edinboro congregation. Our elders have welcomed Edward and Irène 

Mascharka who joined this church last month – Edward by transfer from First Covenant in Erie, and Irène on 

reaffirmation of faith from membership in her native South Africa. (She pronounces her first name “Irr-renn”.) 

The couple’s children Dixie (age 8), Frieda (5) and Eddie (1) join as baptized members. 
 

 

BORROWING TABLES/CHAIRS:   PLEASE do not borrow any of the long tables/chairs without signing 

them out with Karen in the office.  We do need to keep record of when they are borrowed and to whom.   Thank 

you!  

http://www.edinboro.edu/directory/offices-services/campus-ministry/index.html


   

“SHARE A HAPPENING!” 
Want to share a special “happening” about a family member or friend in the Newsletter?  Share a favorite article 

or spread some good news? Please let us know! 

Call the church office at 734-3511 or email: office@edinboropresby.org 

Please see Karen in the office for a copy of a newsletter if it was not sent to you via email or the postal service. 

 
 

CITY MISSION PICK-UP:   City Mission comes out to the church the morning of the 3
rd

 Wed., of each 

month to pick up donated items.  You may drop items off at the church on Sunday mornings or Mon.-Thurs., 

9am-3pm. Items are  stored in the coat room, east side of the narthex.   Please secure items in boxes or bags.  

Call 452-4421 for larger pick-ups from your home.  Contributions may be tax deductible.  Please see Karen if a 

tax form is needed.   A list is posted in the coat room of items accepted / not accepted.                                             
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan Dore – 1
st
    Kathleen Golden-20

th
    Anniversaries   

Adam Beal-1
st
   Evalynn Zessinger-25

th  
            Greg & Libby Dore’-1

st
    

Jen Dylewski-4
th

    Harriet Smaltz-30
th

    Mark & Linda Brice – 2
nd

 

Winnie Williams-5
th

   Lucy Honeycutt-30
th

    John & Kim Streiff-10
th

  

Karen Teed-6
th

   Silvia Lawton-30
th

    Pete & Pauline Kraus-12
th

 

Nathan Skalko-7
th

        Mark & Lottie Scarpitti – 19
th

 

Lilah Dylewski-9
th

         Rob & Jaime Walker-23
rd

   

Lianne Walker-10
th

         David & Julie Insana-26
th

                      

Selena Insana-10
th

     

Leslie Lawton-10
th

       

Gregory Streiff-11
th

      

Anthony Honeycutt, III-11
th

    

Michelle Waltz- 12
th

       

Randy Walker-13
th

    

Hannah Crosby-13
th

      

Ron Swift-15
th

   

Rowen Dore’-16
th

                  

   

                          

                                                   “FIRST WEDNESDAY DINNER” 
Every first Wednesday of the month, (next meeting is Oct. 3rd) the entire Congregation is invited to “First 

Wednesday Dinner" at 6:00 PM.  RSVP & monetary donations appreciated for dinner - but not necessary!   To 

RSVP you may either email or phone the church office. All Ages are welcomed! 

We encourage you to stay for a Team Meeting at 6:30.  Teams Meeting are Children & Youth Ministry, 

Mission, Fellowship, Facilities, & Worship.  For more information contact the church office 
 

 
SANCTUARY FLOWERS…please call the church office (734-3511) if you would like to have flowers in the 

sanctuary on a certain Sunday in honor or in memory of someone, or in celebration of a special occasion, etc.  

“Thank you to Thelma Pascaran for sharing her home-grown orchids with us!” 
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Mission Statement 
First United Presbyterian Church of Edinboro, Pennsylvania 

 

As children of God, we worship to renew our  

faith through the Word, prayer, music, and fellowship. 

As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors with compassion, offering  

hope and healing. 

As heirs of the Holy Spirit, we invite and welcome all with  

love to enjoy God’s grace. 

 

   

 

 

 

       SAVE THE DATE 
   

Garden of Edin Potluck Dinner, Sunday, October 7th, 5:30 - 7:30 PM, Fellowship Hall.  

Our gardeners are inviting the congregation to share in this meal  

as a Thank You  

for our sponsorship and financial support of the Community Garden. 

 Please join us for a gathering of gardeners, sponsors & good food!  
There's no need to bring a dish to share, since the gardeners are providing all the food as our hosts 

and hostesses! 

The Garden Leadership Team will also supply chipped ham sandwiches, soups, and vegetarian 

chili.  

Let's get the growers and the eaters together for a wonderful meal! 

Please mail your reservation form to the church by Sept. 30th or email Heather at 

h.maczim@gmail.com 
 

**************************************************************** 

 
         

                                                            GARDEN OF EDIN POTLUCK DINNER 

            Sunday, OCT. 7
TH

, 5:30-7:30pm 
 

 

NAME_________________________________________________________________# attending _________ 

 

(Reservations slips may be brought to the church office or mailed.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                   

mailto:maczim@gmail.com


   

PLEASE INCLUDE IN YOUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS… 
 
Becky Aiken 
Isabelle Anderson (friend           
            of Wanita   Kennedy) 
Cheryl Andrews 
Judy Baer (daughter of Art  
                 & Harriet Smaltz) 
Bea (mother-in-law of Andy  
                           Dylewski) 
Diane Beusch (sister in-law  
                        of Sue Payne) 
Taylor Bowen (friend of Gail              
                                     Dylewski) 
Tammy Bower (co-worker of Shari      
                                                   Gould) 
Emma Burkell 
Sam Cain (friend of Makayla Jay) 
Alice Carnes 
Bill Cody & family (friends of Gary    
                                 & Lorraine Hayes) 
Naomi Cancel (friend of Marilee  
                                            Wnek) 
Allison Rilling Crawford 
Carolyn Crawford 
Karen Culver (sister of Lorraine  
                                               Hayes) 
Seth Davis (niece’s husband of Gail   
                                    & Bob Dylewski) 
Ethan Dietz  
Karla Dunlap 
John Duvall (brother-in-law of                         
                                  Wanita Kennedy) 
Jeanne Edwards (friends of Pete &           
                                      Pauline Kraus) 
Bob Farmer (friend of Pete & Pauline  
                                                   Kraus) 
Carrie Fiske (niece of Becky Veith) 

Marilyn Free 
Joye Gillispie 
Girard Presbyterian Congregation 
Ruth Hazlett (sister of Sue Payne) 
 

Becky Hover 
Randy Hunsberger (friend of                                                        
                                          Pete Kraus) 
Todd Jay 
Cindy Jenkins (niece of Sue Walker) 
Dale Johnson 
Dennis & Mary Johnson 
Betty Jolly (friend of Dorothy Iovino) 
David Kushner 
Betty Lewis 
Anna Leeds (granddaughter of John                                    
                                    & JoAnn Austin) 
Savannah Lyons (friend of Joanne           
                                            Pavolko) 
Paul Martinson 
Joanne McDonald (friend/neighbor of         
                                    Cliff & Joni Cox) 
Christine McGee (cousin of Doug           
                                            Roberts) 
Francy McLallen (friend of Lorraine  
                                                  Hayes) 
Kelcey Meeker (niece of Mike &        
                                  Becky Meeker) 
James Moyer 
Julie Osborn (sister of Bob  
                                        Dylewski) 
Mirana Ormsy (granddaughter of Art    
                                  & Harriet Smaltz) 
Sue Pesta (mother of Sandy Fiscus) 
Nelson & Evelyn Porter (friends of                      
                                 Ed & Sue Payne) 
Pat Ptasick (friend of Marilee) 

Susan Ralph (friend of Marilee) 
Jenny Rene (friend of Lorraine Hayes) 
David Roberts 
Eileen Roberts (mother of Doug) 
Michelle Ruland (friend of Sue  
                                                 Walker) 
Sue Schweichler (friend of Pauline            
                                                 Kraus) 
Katie Staynoff 
Carol Stein (friend of Joanne Pavolko) 
Karen Teed 
Perry Thomas 
Ian Welden (nephew of Pete Kraus)          
Phyllis Welden (sister of Pete Kraus) 
Art Williams 
Josh Williams 
Joyce Woods 
Jim & Carol Zeart (brother-in-law of 
               Jan) 
 
 
 
 

OUR MILITARY & THEIR FAMILIES:   
Brent Carlson (nephew of Jan) 
Vincent Koscielniak (son of Loretta               
                                             Vanstone) 
Jheri Davis, (deployed to Kuwait  
effective April 6, 2018)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 Our Church Mission Team had a request for special prayer for several children in Belize.  The writer was Shermaine   

 Post, Missionary and wife of Pr. Stephen (Padre) Post. - 
 

         Jamie Tracy, Susie Westby, Whitney Garbutt, Denzel Garbutt and little Stephanie Logan, Good Shepherd  

        Mission in Belize. 
 

   The letter states that "these small children have very immediate, urgent needs that only God can help with." 
 

                                                       ********************************************************  

Each monthly newsletter we list family members & friends who have been asked to be included in our prayers. On a 

rotation system we list the same names in our Sunday bulletins. When a person has been on the list for more than 

year, we remove that name, unless we are asked to have prayers continued. Please help update this list when new or 

renewed concerns arise as God answers our prayers. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service:  11AM                Pastor:  Rev. Greg Gillispie                    

                                                 Music Director:  Mr. Mark Brice                   

Sunday School: (resumes on Sept. 9 /11:15am)    Accompanist:  Mrs.  Gena Shirley                                

Bell Practice:  Mon. at 7:30pm (resumes Sept. 10)                 Bell Choir Director:  Mr. Randy Mehlenbacher           

Choir Practice: Wed. 7:30pm & Sun. 10:40am           Financial Secretary:  Mrs. Sue Walker               

Church Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 9am – 3pm   Secretary:  Mrs. Karen Dore’   

         Treasurer:  Mr. Tom Hover    

                                              Custodian:  Mr. Art Crawford   

Theological Education Sunday 

is September 16. It encourages our next 

generation of pastors and other leaders. 


