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2019 AUGUST “PRESBY PRESS” NEWSLETTER 
 

Worship has “left the building”! 

Outdoor songs and sermon and  
prayers – plus a great picnic 
 

Very special thanks goes to the Mike and Michelle Waltz Family for the 
amazing BBQ brisket, chicken, and hot dogs following our Outdoor Worship 
Service on July 28th.   
      Also, thank you to the Fellowship Team who shared in the hard work 

to make the picnic a 
huge success.  We 
appreciate the extra 
efforts of Art Crawford 
and our worship 
tech team who 
arranged the set-up for 
our annual outdoor 
worship service. 
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From the Pastor:  

Thank you so much for “pastoring” your pastor 
 

My mom died June 30. 

The totality of her life is not defined by her three-year battle with a rarer form of leukemia, 

but even that time had its blessings amid her (and our) challenges. Joye Rollet Gillispie was a 

special lady, and was appreciated by family, friends, coworkers and fellow members of the 

congregations where she’d belonged.  

Traditional, yet on a unique path, Mom was ready with advice and wisdom, but trending 

away from bluntness and toward restraint. She spoke the truth in love. She loved family and 

prioritized that role in her life. She treasured our celebrations and travel adventures. There was 

such laughter, and she put up with a lot of teasing from her guys – even the family dog was male. 

She was a sports fan --- she was a fan of her children, and her grandchildren, whatever I and we 

and they were up to. From golf and board games with her sons and with her grandchildren, 

whatever delighted the kids delighted this woman. Mom gleefully celebrated Zach’s videos, and 

Morgan’s performances and Ben’s basketball. 

Her faith in Jesus Christ kept her strong and hopeful, certainly in recent years, but also 

throughout her life. Joye was an eager participant in worship and Bible studies and personal 

devotional practices. The assurance of grace and redemption carried her through delights, 

challenges, and the transition to eternal life. 

 

I’ve had the honored privilege to walk alongside families as they said “goodbye, for now” to 

a loved one – here at Edinboro and throughout a quarter-century of ordained ministry. I’ve been 

blessed by the tender, hope-filled, God-filled moments as other family members have passed 

away. These are holy moments, and then long extended journeys.  

I’m also honored and humbled how the people of First United Presbyterian have walked 

along side of me when I’ve appreciated the care. You’ve only known me during this recent season 

when a significant percentage of Mom’s time was in the hospital. In the weeks prior to her death, 

and in the weeks since then, you have been especially supportive. Prayers matter!  (Mom was 

absolutely convinced of that.) The cards and flowers and expressions of support have boosted me, 

my Dad, my brothers and all of us. So many members here represented the rest of you at the 

funeral in Ohio. Many others of you were not able to be there in person that day, but you have 

continually demonstrated grace and compassion for me and for us.  

Death is a part of life.  Those of us who have staked our priorities in the Christian faith also 

know that eternal life is a part of death. While the days ahead will have their ups and downs, my 

family will be alright. As I accompany you amid illnesses and bereavements and joys and 

uncertainties, we will abide amid all that – together.  Together with each other. Together with our 

Lord. 

I am deeply appreciative over recent days in how you have “pastored” your pastor. 

            With faith, hope, and love, 

                Greg 



Three September Thursdays 

“Transformational Leadership in  
Transitional Times” 

Do you have a heart for the question “What will our congregation look like in five years?”  If 

so, you are invited to participate in a class your presbytery is providing.  A conversation titled 

“Transformational Leadership in Transitional Times” will occur in Corry on three 

consecutive Thursday evenings, September 5, 12 and 19. The discussion will be from 6:00 to 

7:30.   

The discussion will be insightful as you will be asked to think about engaging the Gospel in a 

way that leans into the 21st century. There will be questions to ponder and ideas to consider for 

the local congregation.  

The workshops will be led by General Presbyter David Oyler, the pastor to 58 Presbyterian 

congregations in the northwest Pennsylvania region. 

While there certainly will be carry over from one week to the next across the series, there also 

is value for anyone who can attend only one or two of the Thursdays. Those in congregational 

leaders are especially invited, however anyone with an interest in helping the local church to 

thrive into a changing future can take part. 

Registration can be arranged through Melinda Wingenbach at the Lake Erie Presbytery 

office, but it is recommended that you notify the Edinboro Church office, so that ride sharing can 

possibly be arranged. There is no cost for these classes.  

❖     ❖     ❖     ❖     ❖ 
 

Confirmation Journey   
 
 

Congratulations to our six newest “maturing Christian” members 
 

We celebrate along with six of our young members who met with the elders during the past 

month to make personal professions of faith. During Sunday worship, they reiterated their faith 

statements and have moved from “baptized member” status to active members of First Presbyterian. 

These six have participated in our Confirmation Journey process since last October, and they will 

be paired with mentors to continue their journey of the next several months. 

Our prayers and appreciation continue to be with Talon Frick, Morgan Frick, J.C. Williams,  

Brock Cunningham, Anna Williams and Abby Walker. 
 

 
 

BORO WOMEN’S SERVICES COLLECTION 
 
        The Mission Team collection to help out the Boro Women and Family Services continues through 

August. All baby type items are helpful, but there is a special need for the following: diaper bags, 

diapers: all sizes (regular and cloth diapers/diaper covers), baby wipes, breast privacy covers, 

nursing pads, breast milk storage bags, burping cloths, baby clothes: new born-3T & onesies.  A 

cradle located in the Mission area hallway is provided for your donations.  Thank you! 



  
 

Please join us for August 

Events in the Garden  
 

6:30-7:00 p.m.  Wednesday 7th   

Calm and find inner peace and awareness with a 

guided meditation practice led by certified Hatha 

Yoga teacher Jean Fera.  
Some seating available or bring a lawn chair/blanket 

 

6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Wednesday 14th          

Enjoy a beautiful summer evening wandering 

through our abundant community garden, meeting and talking with our gardeners. Be our 

guest, stay awhile and sample a delicious cup of Northern Scoop Craft Ice Cream. 

 

6:30-7:30 p.m. Wednesday 21st  

Join HealthRHYTHMS & Drum Circle Facilitator Lorie Askins for inspirational drumming 

to promote healing & self-expression.  No experience needed! 
Some seating available or bring a lawn chair/drums provided or bring your own   

 

Also join us for Monday Harvest Evenings: 

August 12th, 19th, & 26th,  from 7-9pm. 

 

 

August 4th - Brief congregational meeting to elect Nominating Committee 

The elders of First United Presbyterian have called a congregational meeting to formally 

approve this year’s Officer Nominating Committee. In the printed annual report in March, last 

year’s committee provided a list of five members who are willing to serve, but amid all the 

excitement of the Pastor Nominating Committee report that day, we neglected to elect the next 

Officer Nominating Committee.  

Those nominated to serve for this year are Rick Walker, Randy Mehlenbacher, Paul 

Martinson, Mary Walker, and Linda Rummel.  Additional nominees for this committee are also 

welcomed, either before the August 4 meeting or during it. Because it is expected to be such a 

brief meeting, it has been scheduled for 9:55 a.m., before that morning’s worship. 

The Officer Nominating Committee, after a time of training and discernment, will meet with 

potential deacons and elders to be presented later this year to the congregation. Presbyterian 

congregations (with only rare exceptions for troubled circumstances) have the privilege and 

responsibility to select their own ordained leaders.  

  



Lake Erie Ghana Mission Partnership 
 Letters of support are needed from Presbyterian Women for an application for Thank Offering 

funding next year.  One is for an agricultural development program in Ghana, where we have an ongoing 

mission partnership. The other would support a new program for educating children there. 

  Ruth Brown, a PC(USA) mission co-worker working with health and development in northern 

Ghana, is assisting Upper Northern Presbytery members with this application.  Your letter will be 

included in the appendix of the grant proposal and, with the entire proposal, it will be sent to Presbyterian 

Women, PC(USA) to be considered as a proposal for this year’s Thank Offering grants. 

  Support letters may come from individual women or PW groups. Please put the thoughts in the draft 

below into your own words. Please sign your letter, upload the signed letter onto a computer, and email it 

to:   Ruth Brown at roots4health@ gmail.com. Please email your letter to Ruth very soon.  The absolute 

deadline is August 30. Sample letter templates are available through the Edinboro Church office. 

 

EPDRA Agricultural Development 
  EPDRA, an agricultural development program of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Ghana needs 

your letter of support for their proposal to provide for food sufficiency and agricultural training to 50 

families of accused “witches” in one of Ghana’s “Witches Camps”.   

   This 2-year program planned by EPDRA would develop an on-going system of train-the-trainer 

programs for agricultural workers with the objective of increasing yields of the food staple, maize (field 

corn), by 80% and by introducing soya (soybean) production for added nutritional benefits.  According to 

current reports from family members on the Ghani camp, harvests are now producing only one fifth the 

amount of corn possible when correct methods of planting and fertilizing are applied.   

   EPDRA will present train-the-trainer workshops assisting agricultural laborers with forming and 

maintaining agricultural unions to increase their compatibility in the market place, increase their harvest 

yields, create savings programs to support inputs for future harvests, and contribute to the annual food 

supplies of individuals in the Ghani Witches’ Camp who have no family members to support them.  

   Components of the planned program that will contribute to sustainability after the grant period 

include this train-the-trainer formation as well as additional training for a village savings and loan 

program and bee-keeping for increasing crop yields and for ongoing honey production and sales to bolster 

family income. 

   

Children’s Literacy 
   In Northern Ghana, West Africa, where 32% of eligible children are not attending school. The 

Upper Northern Presbytery of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church has proposed a program where 150 

youth in Saboba District, ages 8 through 15, will be provided with fundamental education preparation in 

2020 for enrollment into public school the following year (2021).  The second year of the program, in 

2021, plans to enroll the same number of children for enrollment into public school in 2022.    

  This 2-year program planned by Upper Northern Presbytery will also promote program management 

skills in 6 towns for the first 2 years.  Each community will be supporting the 3-hour-per-day, 5-day-per-

week tutoring program by maintaining 2-acre agricultural fields for program sustainability.  One-third of 

the proceeds of 12 acres of fields will be invested for program maintenance and growth to new 

communities. 

   This fundamental education program also plans to introduce Bible stories to youth and to their 

parents and community by reading stories from the Old and New Testaments.  In the Northern Region of 

Ghana, only twenty-one (21%) of the population are professing Christians, this sharing of God’s word is 

very important. All the intentions of this planned program meet the purposes of Presbyterian Women: to 

support the mission of the church worldwide, to work for justice and peace, and to witness to the promise 

of God’s kingdom. Although Ghana is now considered a middle-income country in Africa, the Northern 

Region of Ghana, the area of this program plan, has the statistics of developing countries.  In 2018, adult 

literacy in the Northern Region of Ghana was only 43%.  

mailto:roots4health@gmail.com


 
 

“ROAR” 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

             ….By the Numbers 

 

Children involved 130 
Teen & adult staff 30 
Total participants          

(+ family members at   
the closing programs) 

160+ 

Congregations 
represented 18 

 

 
 

 

Sanctuary Flowers 
    Please call the church office (734-3511) if you 

would like to have flowers in the sanctuary on a certain 

Sunday in honor or in memory of someone, honoring a 

loved one, or in celebration of another special occasion.  

 

Hosting Coffee Hour 
    We appreciate all who have volunteered to host 

coffee hour and donate cookies on a Sunday after 

church.  This job entails setup and cleanup. Providing 

12 dozen cookies/baked goods, making coffee, 

lemonade, ice tea. Offering a healthy alternative such 

as fruit, vegetables or cheese is appreciated. You will 

be reminded the week before the date you signed 

up. Two more people/groups are needed.  If you wish 

to become a part of this ministry please contact Linda 

Rummel (814) 450-5552. 

 

Table and Chair Rentals 
     If you would like to borrow tables and chairs from 

the church, please be sure to sign them out with Sue in 

the church office. Please call the church office to 

confirm availability. Please note we are unable to loan 

round tables, choir chairs, the tan & yellow upholstered 

chairs, or the picnic tables. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays in August    

    Anabelle Zessinger-1st   August Anniversaries 

    Kristin Barbour-2nd      Greg & Marcia Gillispie-1st  

    Leo Collopy-2nd    Dan & Becky Veith-1st 

    Wanita Kennedy-7th       Jim & Linda Rummel-1st                            

    Jean Johnson-7th        Duffy & Peggy Schruers-5th   

    Jaime Walker-8th   Art & Carolyn Crawford-6th 

    Grayson Collopy-9th       Cliff & Joni Cox-9th  

    Molly Cooke-11th   Joe & Dianna Markiewicz-10th  

    Sue Skalko-12th   Jasen & Kelly Diley-12th  

    Ron Swift-15th   Brent & Joann Walker-16th 

    Cooper Dylewski-16th   Mike & Michelle Waltz-19th  

    Randy Mehlenbacher-17th   Rick & Sue Walker-23rd   

    Peyton Frick-20th  Dick & Evelyn Walker- 23rd   

    Matt Pisarchick-20th   Ed & Michelle Lebair – 23rd 

    Debbie Mehlenbacher-23rd   Todd & Sarah Jay-24th 

    Dale Johnson-28th  Adam & Nina Dore’-30th   

    Pat Kennedy-31st 



 

Consider the weekend “Manly Camp” at Seneca Hills 
 
     Are you a Dad or a Grandad or do you know a Dad or a Grandad? In just a few weeks 
Seneca Hills will be hosting Manly Camp. Manly Camp is a weekend for a Dad or Grandad to 
spend focused and intentional time with their son/grandson, have fun, and the weekend wraps 
up with a  
time of public affirmation.  
     Please consider attending Manly Camp this year or encouraging those dads and grandads 
you know to attend with their son/grandson(s).  
 
  When:   August 16th beginning at 5pm - Sunday the 18th at noon. 
  Where:   Seneca Hills Bible Camp 
  Who:   Dads and grandads with kids ages 5+ 
  Cost:   $65 per person in a cabin, or $50 per person in a tent/RV/Camper 
 
Visit www.manlycamp.com for more details and to register for the event. 
 
At a time when our society demeans and discourages our youth this is a time for us to speak 
words of life and grace into the lives of our kids. Investing into the lives of our sons and 
grandsons will have a lifelong impact. 
 
 
           

 

UPCOMING 
 

 August 7th  6 pm 

 First Wednesday Dinner 

Join us for an informal supper, plus Pastor Greg will lead 

a brief interactive project to identify a few congregational 

priorities as we head into the upcoming installed, full-

time pastorate. 

 Monthly Team Meetings 

A number of our ministry teams will hold meetings after 

“First Wednesday,” to outline plans for the launch of our 

new program year.    

 

 September 1st  10 am 

 Last 10am worship 

The Sunday of Labor Day weekend will include worship    

and communion at 10:00. 
 

 September 8th   11 am 

 Fall schedule starts 

September 8 marks our return to 11am worship. 

Activities for children will also restart this weekend.  

 

 

 

 

 

Interesting summer reading 
 

 The First United Presbyterian 

Church library has a variety of books 

and resources for you to borrow.  

Whether you are looking for 

devotional reading, Bible study 

materials, or interesting Christian 

novel, drop by the library (just down 

the hall from the office) and check out 

a book. 

 

Websites of note 
 www.d365.org 

 www.pbylakeerie.org 

 https://pres-outlook.org 

 www.biblegateway.com 

 

 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?SenecaHillsBibleCamp/6767d65c76/5e4e818a8d/1bd6a7f55d
http://www.d365.org/
http://www.pbylakeerie.org/
https://pres-outlook.org/
http://www.biblegateway.com/


      

         Please include in your thoughts & prayers…   
 

Becky Aiken 

Bev Andrews           

Cheryl Andrews  

Donna Baldwin 

Cindy Ball 

Katelyn Barrett 

Bruce Bentley 

Anna Blount           

Judy Baer  

  (daughter of Art & Harriet Smaltz)  

Diane Beusch  

(sister-in-law of Sue Payne) 

Taylor Bowen  

(friend of Gail Dylewski) 

Bruce Brown 

Shari Bufalino 

Emma Burkell 

Sam Cain (friend of Makayla Jay) 

Iris Cancel 

Alice Carnes 

Bill Cody & family  

(friend of Gary & Lorraine Hayes)                                 

Carolyn Crawford 

Karen Culver  

(sister of Lorraine Hayes)                                           

Laurie Davis 

Everitt Dershem   

Ethan Dietz  
John Duvall  

(brother-in-law of Wanita 
Kennedy)                         

Jeanne Edwards 

(friend of Pete & Pauline Kraus)                                             

Bob Farmer  

(friend of Pete & Pauline Kraus)            

Betty Fink 

Carrie Fiske (niece of Becky Veith) 

Phyllis Gaines 

Gail Giacomelli 

Buck Gillispie 

Girard Presbyterian Congregation 

Doreen Gorniak 

Ruth Hazlett (sister of Sue Payne) 

Robert Hoskins 

Becky Hover 

 

 

Randy Hunsberger   

Cindy Jenkins (niece of Sue Walker) 

Dennis & Mary Johnson 

Jean Johnson 

Betty Jolly (friend of Dorothy Iovino) 

Brittany Jones 

Susan Kennedy 

David Kushner 

John Kutz 

Michelle Krull 

Betty Lewis 

Shelby Lyons  

Karen Longnecker 

Paul Martinson 

Irene Mascharka 

Joanne McDonald  

(friend/neighbor of Cliff & Joni Cox) 

Christine McGee  

(cousin of Doug Roberts) 

Shirley McKay 

Elizabeth Mead 

Kelcey Meeker  

(niece of Mike & Becky Meeker) 

Shari Miller 

Dan Milligan 

Bonnie Minel 

James Moyer 

Berdena Nelson 

Julie Osborn  

(sister of Bob Dylewski) 

Mirana Ormsy (granddaughter Art &   

Harriet Smaltz) 

Sue Payne 

Sue Pesta 

Linda Peterson 

Nelson & Evelyn Porter (friends of                      

     Ed & Sue Payne) 

Pat Ptasick (friend of Marilee Wnek) 

Susan Ralph (friend of Marilee Wnek) 

Jenny Rene (friend of Lorraine Hayes) 

David Roberts 

Eileen Roberts (mother of Doug) 

Michelle Ruland  

(friend of Sue Walker) 

Ruth Rynkowski 

 

 

Sue Schweichler  

Brooklyn Shambaugh 

Judy Sipple 

Louise Snyder 

Brian Sweeney 

Aime’ Tedesco 

Mary Tharreau 

Perry Thomas 

Paul Troyer 

Bev Tuttle 

Jeff Weilubob 

Ian Welden (nephew of Pete Kraus)          

Phyllis Welden (sister of Pete Kraus) 

Art Williams 

Joyce Woods 

Jim & Carol Zeart  

(brother-in-law of Jan) 

 

OUR MILITARY & THEIR FAMILIES:   

Brent Carlson (nephew of Jan) 

Vincent Koscielniak  

(son of Loretta Vanstone) 

Jheri Davis 

(Whiteman Air Force Base) 

 

 

EDINBORO CONGREGATIONS   

Our Lady of the Lake 

McLane Church 
Oasis of Love  
Crossroads 

 

LAKE ERIE PRESBYTERY 
CONGREGATIONS & LEADERS  

Sugar Grove  

- Pastor Patti Orton Kuna 

Northeast 
- Rev. Gregg Townsend 

Adamsville 
- Rev. Harry Jones 

Garland 
- Pastor Tim Olsen 

 


