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From the Pastor  
 

A “10% tithe” of the year for deeper spiritual awareness 

The season of Lent on Christians’ annual calendar is upon us. These 40 days, from Ash Wednesday 

into Easter weekend, invite us onto a journey of faith, mindful of the other “40 days” in the Bible. 

While there is danger about become superstitious about Biblical numerology, each time there is a 40-

day period (or 40 years) in Scripture, a significant transition is underway. When Noah and his family – and 

the extensive collection of his ‘livestock’ – rode out a very long storm, God was accomplishing a cleansing 

of sin and the foundation for a clean start. When the people of God were set free from Egyptian slavery, 

they went through 40 years of wandering – and of wondering. Jesus himself turned a corner after he spent 

40 days in the wilderness to fight temptation and discover the next chapter of his life of faith. 

You and I are invited into a season of transition as well. During the Lenten season, the calling toward 

repentance and conviction of sin is real, and the awareness of forgiveness and renewal is especially 

apparent. We can “walk” through a wilderness of uncertainty and along the way find that the Lord’s 

protection and guidance are with us. We can use these 6+ weeks to commit to a faithful life that will be 

different than what we’d been through before. 

The practices and programs that we will use between now and Holy Week have these goals. We will 

begin with Ash Wednesday, a simple supper and a simple worship experience which offers (for those who 

choose it) to take part in the imposition of ashes, a Biblical symbol of our mortality, our propensity toward 

sin, and of being marked by God for something better. Our Sunday morning Lenten Bible study (for adults 

and teens!) will this year focus on John 3:16, a well-memorized verse which is “the Gospel in miniature”. 

The wider Edinboro community will again gather for our midweek luncheons with shared prayer and 

worship. The color purple will be evident in our sanctuary, chosen to symbolize acts of repentance and 

change. The blend of red and blue also through the years has come to represent in some circles the 

combined deity and humanity of Jesus the suffering servant. The d365.org website has online/social media 

devotionals all 365 days of the year, but for Lent will transition to a “Journey to the Cross” theme. Spiritual 

writer Richard Foster calls us toward specific internal and external devotional practices, and I’ll weave 

some of those themes into March and April sermons. There are also options for daily prayer, weekly acts of 

service, and continuing meditation on salvation and service. 

It is significant that 40 days has that number, and that Lent is almost equal to one-tenth of each year. 

When that was pointed out to me years ago, it made sense to me that Lent is somewhat parallel to a 10% 

tithe of all the moments and opportunities we have. A 10% tithe of our finances is a Biblical standard for 

generosity and gratitude – even as 100% of what we have truly is the Lord’s. If you and I choose to give 

our Lents over to God – even as all of our time and our choices are ultimately provided divinely to us – we 

may well discover that such a sacrificial offering becomes a deep blessing to us. 
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Awareness transforms our thoughts. Thoughts transform our souls. Our souls can transform our 

actions. There may be something incredible that happens within you or around you if you take up the 

opportunities for spiritual growth provided during this holy season. Maybe it will become huge. Maybe, 

commitment to some of the Lenten practices can simply be for you step-by-step patterns without gigantic 

transformation, but helpful steps on your journey with God. 

One other quick – but important note – about how the calendar of Lent is formed. The Mondays 

through Saturdays in Lent add up to 40 days. The Sundays, though, are not counted. There are six Sundays 

within Lent, but they are not of Lent. Even amid this contemplative, confessional, sometimes-somber 

season, little “mini-Easters” pop up every week. We need to focus on our mortality, our sinfulness, and our 

brokenness. Yet even as we do, even the somber season shines good-news light for us. Lent – and all that 

happens within it – is infused with the message of grace. Repentance leads to forgiveness, and forgiveness 

opens to us new and better lives. The Lord’s love wins. 

      Wishing you a holy Lent, anticipating Easter Joy, 

        Greg 

 
  ********************************************************** 

 

Lenten Bible Study 
 

Beginning March 10th 

through Palm Sunday join 

Pastor Greg as he leads us 

through the book "3:16 

The Numbers of Hope" by 

best-selling author Max Lucado. This is a word-by-

word study of John 3:16, the passage that he calls 

the "Hope Diamond" of Scripture. We will meet in 

the Youth Room at 9:30 AM.  If you’d like to have 

one of the participant books for this Bible study, 

indicate that on the Friendship Booklet or speak 

with Brian Zimmerman or Pastor Greg. 
 

Presbytery of Lake Erie Mission Trip  
Sunday June 23 – Saturday June 29 the Presbytery 

will be heading to Kinston, N.C. area to aid in 

ongoing Hurricane Recovery efforts.  Ages 14 & up 

are encouraged to join us.  No previous experience 

required!  Just bring a heart and hands willing to 

serve! Space is limited to 22 participants, first serve 

basis with a $75 non-refundable deposit. Cost is 

$375 per person which includes meals, housing, 

transportation and work materials.  Please contact 

Jamie Fowler with questions or to register, 814-673-

0874 OR fowler676@gmail.com 

 

Reminder that Daylight 

Savings time begins March 

10th.  Set your clocks ahead 

before bed so you don’t miss 

church service! 

 

 

     

 

    WITHERSPOON SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

All First United Presbyterian 

Church of Edinboro members who 

are planning a post high school 

study, (or are presently active in a 

study) including work leading to a degree or a 

vocational certificate, who have not received the 

Witherspoon Scholarship in the past, may apply for 

the scholarship available through our church.  

Applications are available in the church office or 

obtained by email:  office@edinboropresby.org  

Applications need to be submitted by Sunday, 

April 28, 2019.  No applications will be accepted 

beyond that date. 
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LABORS OF LOVE:  
Chosen’s 50th year…a $50,000 goal 
 

           Chosen-IMA will be celebrating their 50th Anniversary in 2019. In planning for that celebration, the 

"Labors of Love" idea was conceived. Executive Director Rick King would like the celebration to remember 

with gratitude the 50 years of missions and service, and with a special effort to continue on and invest in the 

future.  

With the commitment of a combined investment from Lake Erie Presbytery and Chosen-IMA, $50,000 

will be directed to assist the Healthcare missions of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ghana. The 

endeavor will focus on improving maternal and child healthcare in rural areas in Northern Ghana. Specifically, 

assessments will be made on the most urgent needs and priorities, under the guidance and accompaniment of 

our Ghanaian partners, for each of the clinics.  

The majority of this money will be invested in the EPCG Health Clinics in Wapuli and Bladjai, both 

located in our Sister Presbytery (Upper Northern Presbytery). Lake Erie Presbytery has supported the Wapuli 

Clinic in the past by providing funds for upgrades and renovations, and is committed to ongoing support.  
 

“Labors of Love”  
Jesus said, “I came that you may have life, and have it abundantly”   John 10:10  

 

The "Labors of Love" name honors the life and service of the late 

Dick Love, founder of Chosen-IMA and member of Westminster Church in 

Lake Erie Presbytery. He was quality control coordinator for a US-based 

supplier of medical equipment. Dick realized that traded-in equipment and 

items considered obsolete here would have great life-saving value for 

overseas mission hospitals. Chosen (International Medical Assistance) 

operates from its headquarters and warehouse near Westminster Church in 

west Erie. 

We are in the preliminary stages of planning the "Labors of Love". 

It will take the efforts of many to help bring this into being. The $50,000 

($25,000 Lake Erie Presbytery portion) is not money that is on hand. It is a 

goal to be raised. Yet fundraising is only one part of this endeavor. 

   Here is how you may assist: 

    1. Be part of the team for planning 

    2. Be a contact for your congregation or the congregations in your area   

           of the  Presbytery 

    3. Be a resource person for an aspect of the endeavor 

    4. Be a supporter (of events, fundraisers, prayer, promotion, participation) 
                        
     -- Donna Cammarata       Lake Erie Mission & Social Witness Team 

                   

 

 ****************************************************************** 
 

“Better Together—PW of Lake Erie & Ghana” 
The Presbyterian Women of Lake Erie will be hosting their Spring Gathering at Titusville Presbyterian Church, 

216 N. Franklin St. Titusville, Pa 16354.On Saturday, April 6
th

 from 9:00 am– 1:30 pm. Bill, Jean & Doug will 

share highlights about their travels to Ghana and our Partnership with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 

Ghana. You will learn how the Presbytery of Lake Erie and Chosen IMA, Erie are collaborating with the EP 

Clinic Wapuli in an endeavor called “Labors of Love”. Ruth is a Mission Co-worker for the PCUSA in Ghana. 

We will connect with Ruth and have a live update about her work in Ghana. Child care is available with 

advance reservations. Cost for lunch is $6. All Presbyterian women are welcome. Reservations can be made by 

calling 814-827-3665.  
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Bob & Becky Aiken 

Isabelle Anderson 

    (Friend of Wanita Kennedy) 

Beth Andrews  

    (Friend of Marilee) 

Cheryl Andrews 

Judy Baer 

    (Daughter of Art & Harriet           

                                      Smaltz) 

Shari Bufalino  

Diane Beusch 

    (Sister In-law of Sue Payne) 

Taylor Bowen 

    (Friend of Gail Dylewski) 

Tammy Bower  

   (Co-worker of Shari Gould) 

Emma Burkell 

Sam Cain 

    (Friend of Makayla Jay) 

Alice Carnes 

Carolyn Crawford 

Karen Culver  

   (Sister of Lorraine Hayes) 

Seth Davis 

    (Niece’s husband of  

               Gail & Bob Dylewski) 

Ethan Dietz  

Everitt Dershem  

John Duvall  
   (Brother-in-law of Wanita      

                                    Kennedy) 

Gail Dylewski 

Jeanne Edwards  
   (Friends of Kraus family) 

Bob Farmer  
   (Friend of Kraus family) 

Carrie Fiske 

    (Niece of Becky Veith) 

Michelle Gaines 

 

Gail Giacomelli 

    (Secretary/ Elmwood Ch)  

Joye Gillispie 

Ruth Hazlett  

   (Sister of Sue Payne) 

Becky Hover 

Randy Hunsberger 

    (Friend of Pete Kraus) 

Todd Jay 

Cindy Jenkins 

    (Niece of Sue Walker)  

Dennis & Mary Johnson 

Betty Jolly 

    (Friend of Dorothy Iovino) 

David Kushner 

John Kutz 

Betty Lewis 

Anna Leeds 

    (Granddaughter of John &  

                            JoAnn Austin) 

Savannah Lyons 

    (Friend of Joanne Pavolko) 

Paul Martinson 

Joanne McDonald 

(friend/neighbor of Cliff & Joni  

                                            Cox) 

Christine McGee 

    (Cousin of Doug Roberts) 

Shirley McKay 

Francy McLallen 

    (Friend of Lorraine Hayes) 

Kelcey Meeker 

    (Niece of Mike & Becky             

                                      Meeker) 

James Moyer 

Julie Osborn 

    (Sister of Bob Dylewski) 

Mirana Ormsy 

    (Granddaughter of Art &          

                           Harriet Smaltz) 

Sue Pesta 

   (Mother of Sandy Fiscus) 

Jeff Polley  

     (Friend of Greg Gillispie) 

Nelson & Evelyn Porter     

     (Friends of Ed & Sue Payne) 

Pat Ptasick  

   (Friend of Marilee) 

Sue Ralph 

    (Friend of Marilee) 
 

Jenny Rene 

    (Friend of Lorraine Hayes) 

David Roberts 

Eileen Roberts  

   (Mother of Doug) 

Michelle Ruland 

    (Friend of Sue Walker) 

Sue Schweichler  

   (Friend of Pauline Kraus) 

Katie Staynoff 

Carol Stein 

    (Friend of Joanne Pavolko) 

Karen Teed 

Perry Thomas 

Dan Walker 

Ian Welden 

    (Nephew of Pete Kraus)          

Phyllis Welden  
   (Sister of Pete Kraus) 

Art Williams 

Joyce Woods 

Jim & Carol Zeart 

    (Brother-in- law of Jan) 
 

Our Military & Their 

Families: 

Brent Carlson (nephew of Jan) 

Jheri Davis (US Air Force  

         Whiteman, AFB Missouri

Our Church Mission Team had a request for special prayer for several children in Belize.  The writer was Shermaine   Post, 

Missionary and wife of Pr. Stephen (Padre) Post. - Jamie Tracy, Susie Westby, Whitney Garbutt, Denzel Garbutt and little 

Stephanie Logan, Good Shepherd Mission in Belize.  The letter states that "these small children have very immediate, 

urgent needs that only God can help with." 
 

Each monthly newsletter we list family members & friends who have been asked to be included in our prayers. On a 

rotation system we list the same names in our Sunday bulletins. When a person has been on the list for more than year, we 

remove that name, unless we are asked to have prayers continued. Please help update this list when new or renewed 

concerns arise as God answers our prayers.  
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Thank you to all who attended the Groundhog Day Pancake Breakfast, enjoying the food, 

music and fellowship.    

Thank you to all who volunteered their time and kitchen skills to make this event possible. 

The breakfast brought in $650 to help make the Garden of Edin more accessible for all. 

(Applications are available in the narthex to reserve your garden bed in the Garden of Edin.) 
 

 

Ash Wednesday Soup/Service  
Ash Wednesday is the first day of the 40-day spiritual season of Lent.  On March 6

th
, our traditional 

simple dinner will begin at 6:00.  There will be a meditative worship service at 7:00.  Signup sheet is 

posted in the coffee hour room for those willing to bring a soup/bread.  The Fellowship Team will 

furnish the table setting, desserts and beverages.  Please call or email the church office if you plan to 

attend the dinner so that we may have an approximate number attending. 

                        

 

Birthdays in March…. 
         Lily Walker-2                         Adam Kushner-22 

         Jonah Falco-4              Mindy Dershem-23 

         John Dietz-4               Gloria Hayes-24  

         Peggy Schruers-5             Melodee Kushner-24   

         Andy Wnek -5              Kade Johnson-25 

Mark Williams-7      Brent Walker-25  

Annie Rummel-7      Zach Gillispie-26 

Evelyn Walker-8      Brody Spatholt-27 

Fran Dietz-8       Tom Pisarchick-30  

Mary Walker-8 

Vivian Wang-9    

Andrew Koricich-9       

Taylor Kushner-10            Anniversaries   

Jan Zeart-10            Joel & Lisa Walker-29 

Kaydan Pavolko-11           Dave & Lisa Kushner-31 

Pastor Greg Gillispie-14 

Bill Berger-18     

Andy Schruers-19    
  
 

Register soon for the SUMMER YOUTH CONFERENCES.  
     Presbyterian Youth Triennium: High School  

The 2019 Presbyterian Youth Triennium is held every three years for high school age students. Thousands of youth 

(including dozens of international delegates) come together for this life changing, life giving, and faith growing 

gathering! Five days that helps grow a younger generation of active.  Ask Pastor Greg if you have any questions. PYT 

is open for rising 9th graders through completed 12th graders. It happens July 16-20 on the campus of Purdue 

University. 
 

 

If you would like to change the way you receive your newsletter, please indicate your preference below and return the 

slip to the offering plate/church office; by mail to: First United Presbyterian Church, P O Box 789, Edinboro, Pa.  

16412; e-mail: office@edinboropresby.org or call 814-734-3511. Thank you. 

Household: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

-up my newsletter at the church.  

er to the following email(s):_______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

                                                                                   



   

Thank you……to everyone who made last weekend's local "Soup-er Bowl of Caring" 

such a success. Our final score: 

     Los Angeles              56  

     New England            47 

     The Commercials   165 
 

This year's $268 will allow the Edinboro Food Pantry to buy wholesale groceries to help feed our neighbors. 

SouperBowl.com shows that we have collected over $3,100 now that we've participated for a dozen years. See our 

church Facebook page for information about this project that was started from a Presbyterian congregation in South 

Carolina. 
 

Spaghetti Dinner!:   All are invited to attend a spaghetti dinner, hosted by Boy Scout of America Troop 176, 

Edinboro, on Sat., March 9
th

, from 4-7PM at the Edinboro Methodist Church, 113 High St.  Donation: $8.00 for 

adults / $6.00 for children.  Dinner includes spaghetti, salad, dessert and drink.   
 

                                                   YOGA CLASSES CONTINUE! 
 

First Presbyterian Church will sponsor another six-week session of Mindful Yoga Classes. 

Gentle/Beginner Yoga will be offered on Mondays, beginning on March 11
th

 – April 15
th

,   from 

6:00 -7:00 PM. On Tuesdays, March 12
th

- April 16
th

, from 4:30-5:15PM, Chair Yoga will be 

offered.  A donation of $5 per session is requested or $25 for six sessions. Yoga mats are available. 

Taught by certified yoga/meditation teacher Janet Stachowiak.  Call 734-45894 for more 

information. All are welcome!   

 

Dates have been set for the Community-wide Vacation Bible School we share with several 

other congregations in Edinboro. Please include July 15 - 19 on all of your calendars. This is a 

wonderful service to children and families inside and beyond the church. You can help by inviting 

friends and neighbors, as well as volunteering for one or more days. More details will be on the 

way. 
 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Greg Gillispie 

Music Director:  Mr. Mark Brice 

Accompanist:  Mrs.  Gena Shirley 

Bell Choir Director:  Mr. Randy Mehlenbacher 

Financial Secretary:  Mrs. Sue Walker 

Secretary:  Mrs. Karen Dore’ 

Treasurer:  Mr. Tom Hover 

Custodian:  Mr. Art Crawford 
 

 

Sunday Worship Service:  11AM 

Sunday School:  Sunday mornings, 11:15AM 

Bell Practice:  Mon. at 7:30PM 

Choir Practice: Wed. 7:30PM & Sun. 10:40AM 

                         Church Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 9AM – 3PM 
 

 

 

Mission Statement 

First United Presbyterian Church of Edinboro, Pennsylvania 

 

As children of God, we worship to renew our  

faith through the Word, prayer, music, and fellowship. 

As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors with compassion, offering  

hope and healing. 

As heirs of the Holy Spirit, we invite and welcome all with  

love to enjoy God’s grace.
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Girard Presbyterian Church Update 
First Presbyterian Church of Girard continues to thank 

the churches in the presbytery for their prayers and 

support (financial and otherwise). Design work is 

being done on the footprint and layout of the new 

building, which is planned to be one level and will 

house the community food pantry that currently is in 

an old house next to the church. The demolition of the 

former building will commence the week of March 4 

and will take a few weeks. The lead article in the Erie 

Times News on February 20 was about the Girard 

congregation.  If you missed the article you might want 

to check it out! 
 

 PRESBY PRESS NEWSLETTER   
If you have news you would like to share with your 

friends at church, call the office at 734-3511 or email 

message to: office@edinboropresby.org   Deadline for 

the April Newsletter is March 27th.    

 

“HAPPY FEET MISSION” 
Bins are available in the narthex and fellowship hall 

for the collection of new (or gently used) socks and 

shoes to benefit students-in-need at Erie’s Jefferson 

Elementary School.  Thank you for your support!! 
 
 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS…please call the church 

office (734-3511) if you would like to have flowers in 

the sanctuary on a certain Sunday in honor or in 

memory of someone, or in celebration of a special 

occasion.  Thank you to Thelma Pascaran for sharing 

her beautiful home-grown orchids with us each 

Sunday!  
 

Photos, photos, photos 

Help us tell our story visually  
We need some of the photos you take of First 
Presbyterian’s activities and projects. We can 
share these in our promotion to members and 
friends, and add a visual zest to our efforts to 
reach out to others. Please e-mail your church-
related photos to Karen Doré. 
 

Church Keys:  If you have keys to the outside &/or 

inside doors to the church we ask that you to please 

return them to Karen in the church office if no longer 

needed.  Thank you! 
 

Do you use Facebook on a regular basis?   If so, 

please “like” the EdinboroPresby page, so that we can 

increase our online outreach. 

GRIEF-SHARE:  Workshops, personal 
guidance, and a support group   
 Anyone who has experienced the death of a 

spouse, child, family member or friend can find help 

and encouragement from a program and support group 

which meets weekly in Edinboro.  The national “Grief-

Share” process has a network of 12,000+ 

congregations. Meetings are led by individuals who 

have experienced their own personal grief, as well as 

using video seminars, gently encouraging 

conversation, and an individualized workbook. The 

local gatherings happen Mondays at noon and 

Mondays at 6:30 p.m. Visit with Pastor Greg Gillispie 

to find out more, or directly contact group leaders 

Carrie Piccinini or Roger Scarlett at (814) 734-1907. 
 

Share a ride to church events 
    Some people may need a ride to worship, once in 
a while or on a more frequent basis. This could 
include our members and friends with mobility 
limitations, those who no longer drive, or perhaps 
even college students who are in Edinboro without a 
car.  If you can offer a ride (occasionally or more 
often), please let the pastor or one of the deacons 
know. If you would like to carpool here on Sunday 
mornings or for another event, please do let us 
know. 
 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP….. 
Membership in a Presbyterian 

congregation is not required, in order 

to benefit from and participate in the 

church’s ministries. However, those 

who join a church often find renewed blessings by 

making that formal connection.  Our pastor and elders 

welcome the privilege of talking with anyone 

considering uniting with First United Presbyterian. 

Hand a note to any of the elders (indicated by their 

name tags) or call or e-mail the church office to set up 

an appointment.  
 

Initial “Per capita” gift:  At the start of each year, 

the leaders of this congregation encourage members to 

make a one-time gift to support the work of the wider 

church. This contribution can equal the “per capita” 

amount which provides our annual support of regional, 

national and worldwide mission. The requested 

amount for 2019 is $31.50 per member. That is the 

amount which provides leadership training, our Ghana 

partnership, youth events, support for pastors and for 

congregations in transition and much more ministry. If 

you would like to participate, please mark your check 

or envelop with “initial gift” or “per capita.” 
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   CAMP LAMBEC FOR THE 2019 SUMMER SEASON! 
 
 

Camp Lambec, located at 13110 Old Lake Rd., East Springfield, Pa.  is a place for fun 

adventures in faith, family, and friends. If you’d like to have a great experience at camp, 

make new friends (and reconnect with old ones), enjoy our amenities, and grow in your 

faith, then choose the program that’s right for you. Go to the NEW website for more 

information and to register www.camplambec..net   www.facebookcom/camplambec   

Brochures are also available in the east hallway of the church.  

 

 

News from Synod of the Trinity  
     Lake Erie Presbytery… 
 

 

APCE honoring Rev. Keith Sundberg 
with Educator of Year award 

The Rev. Keith Sundberg has been an integral 
person in the life of the Association of Presbyterian 
Church Educators' annual gathering. But Keith will 
be quick to say that it's him who has been the 
beneficiary of APCE's good work. 
Regardless, Keith will be honored later this month 
with APCE's Educator of the Year award during the 
gathering in Galveston, TX. 
“I have colleagues with incredible abilities,” he said. 
“I would not say that I am better or set apart from 
others. I think the organization has chosen to thank 
me along with three others for ministry. The award 

that I am receiving is one that indicates that I have spent my career helping to educate other people, taking 
the time to teach educators, pastors, elders, children and youth about their faith by providing workshops 
and retreats." 

To read more about Keith's contribution to APCE and his call to teaching, click here. 
 

 
In Erie, 'hate has no home here' 

When you walk into the West Seventh Street 
entrance of the First Presbyterian Church of the 
Covenant in downtown Erie, PA, there is a distinctive 
sign on the door that delivers a clear message. It 
reads “Hate Has No Home Here.” This poster is also 
displayed around Erie at various businesses and 
other places of worship. 
“All are welcome in our church,” said Seph Kumer, 
Director of Community Engagement at First 
Covenant. “That love is the guiding principle here, not 
hate. That this place is one where we focus on God’s 

love and grace and mercy… Anything that belittles or marginalizes any nationality or group of people is not 
acceptable here. The hope is, I suppose, that the more folks see this message, the more they will embrace 
it. It is what First Covenant tries to live out in the church’s diverse neighborhood and city. It is a witness to 
God’s love for people that doesn’t know human boundaries.” 

Find out more about this program by clicking here.                             
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