
FIRST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

4281 Rte 6N East, Edinboro, Pa.  16412 

Church office: (814) 734-3511 

e-mail:  office@edinboropresby.org / website:  edinboropresby.org 

                                        Reverend Greg Gillispie 

   Local phone:  (814) 732-0058 (forwards to him 24/7) 

                                                                                           Cell phone:  (814) 657-4782 

 
 

JANUARY 2019 

PRESBY PRESS NEWSLETTER 
 

From the Pastor….. 

What message did people need most from the Bible in the past year? 
Year-end “Top 10 Lists” are a big deal as the calendar flips from December over to January – the 

highest-ranking episodes of  tv shows, news stories, best photos, popular celebrities, favorite recipes, 

money-making movies, and the like. The pastors’ section of ChristianityToday.com had a Top 10 List 

which particularly caught my eye last week. 

Every year, leading Bible websites and apps evaluate what their users searched for. The results make me 

aware of where our society when every day’s news seems to bring about a new daily crisis. What 

immediate theme of life would you imagine might drive the general population to seek assurances from 

Holy Scripture? 

Users of the “#1” Bible app, YouVersion from Life.Church, were addressing their fears more often than 

anything else during 2018. Their software counted up all of their searches from all over the world, and they 

found that the most frequently read Bible verse was Isaiah 41:10. That prophet’s word of assurance makes 

sense, as people faced violence, natural disasters, political upheaval, distrust of public institutions – not to 

mention the less-widespread, more-personal fears 

of money, health and everyday life. Fear is so very 

powerful. It motivates us to react poorly. It freezes 

us up, sometimes making us unable to move step-

by-step through the joys and struggles of life. Fear 

of an uncertain future makes it hard to trust or 

imagine a positive future, and that fear can make even the present feel miserable. 

Addressing fear in the context of God’s assurance is a very common theme throughout the Bible. It’s not 

just Isaiah. Promises of contentment fill both Testaments. When Jesus came into a group of his followers, 

among his most frequent greetings were “Do not fear” and/or “Peace be with you.” What was true 2,000 

years ago remains true throughout the realities of human existence.  Potential fears are all around, and the 

Lord’s confident assurance can diminish those fears. 

Fear can sap our strength and our balance. God’s promises are stronger than human fear. Whatever 

comes up for you and me during chaotic times in 2019, let’s seek after – and rely upon! – the hand of God. 

The Lord’s hand is strong, and the Lord’s hand is righteous. Plus, we are never ever beyond the reach of 

God’s strong, righteous hand!  

       Wishing you peace, wishing you joy, 

         Greg 

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for 

I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will 

uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 
                                                                      Isaiah 41:10 
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Here, in order are the overall most-popular, most-searched Bible verses in 2018 on BibleGateway.com: 

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future. 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life. 

Philippians 4:13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength. 

Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 

according to his purpose. 

Psalm 23:4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and 

your staff, they comfort me. 

Romans 12:2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 

you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

Psalm 23:6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of 

the Lord forever. 

Psalm 23:1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

Psalm 23:5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup 

overflows. 

Matthew 6:33 But seek first God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 

well. 

For a wider, eye-opening perspective, check the bulletin board near the church office for a listing of the #1 
searched Bible passage by nation, to see what is forefront in people’s lives around the globe. 

 

A series on faith habits: Part 1 

Personal worship and practices for the Christian 

Life 
We respond to God’s grace both in public 

worship and service and in personal acts of 

devotion and discipleship. Personal life and 

public worship are deeply connected. Christian 

life springs from Christian worship, where we 

find our identity as believers and discover our 

calling as disciples. Christian life flows back into 

worship as we present to God the prayers of our 

hearts and the offering of our lives. 

In personal life we seek to live out our faith 

through daily disciplines of prayer, other 

practices of discipleship, household worship, 

and Christian vocation and service. Other 

beneficial habits include keeping sabbath, 

studying Scripture, contemplation and action, 

fasting and feasting, and self-offering of time 

and talents and treasure.  

Our lives as Christians are shaped by the 

Word and empowered by the Spirit as we grow 

more and more each day into the image of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. All of these practices are 

meant to help us attend to the presence and 

action of God in our lives. 
 

Prayer 

We respond to God’s grace through the gift 

of prayer. The Christian life is one of constant 

prayer, as the challenge of everyday discipleship 

requires daily disciplines of faith. 

Prayer is a way of opening ourselves to God, 

who desires communication and communion 

with us. Prayer may take a variety of forms, such 

as:  
 

 conscious conversation with God; 

 attentive and expectant silence;  

 meditation on Scripture;  

 visual arts and devotional books and 

websites; 

 singing, dancing, labor, or physical exercise.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jer+29%3a11
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3a16
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil+4%3a13
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom+8%3a28
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+23%3a4
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom+12%3a2
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+23%3a6
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+23%3a1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+23%3a5
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+6%3a33


Prayer may also be expressed in action, through 

public witness, deeds of compassion, personal 

repetition of prayer forms used during 

congregational worship, and other forms of 

disciplined service. 

Prayer is meant to be a gracious gift from 

God, not a task or obligation. It is an opportunity 

to draw inspiration and strength from one’s 

relationship with God in Jesus Christ. It is a way 

of continually seeking the gifts and guidance of 

the Holy Spirit for daily living. Prayer is a 

practice to cultivate throughout one’s life, and 

one that will bear much fruit. 

 

Household Worship 

We respond to God’s grace in the context of 

personal relationships, particularly when 

Christians who live together worship together.  

 

Opportunities for household or family 

worship include:  

 sabbath-keeping and rhythms of daily prayer; 

 Bible reading, study, or memorization; 

 prayers before meals;  

 singing hymns and spiritual songs; and  

 expressions of giving, sharing, and service to 

others.  

 

Worship in the household setting may include 

recognitions of birthdays, baptismal days, and 

other significant anniversaries, and may reflect 

the cycles of nature, civic observances, and 

events in the local, national, and global spheres. 

 

Children come to know, trust, and worship 

God by worshiping and praying with their 

parents and others who care for them. Children 

may lead and participate in household worship 

by singing and praying, listening to and telling 

Bible stories, learning catechisms, and serving 

and sharing with others. Household worship 

provides an excellent opportunity to teach 

children the shape and elements of the Service 

for the Lord’s Day, so that they may be full and 

active participants in the church’s worship. 

 
-- Information from the “Directory for Worship”  

of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Part 2 of this article will be in the February Presby Press
 

 
 

 Our next group of ordained leaders 
 The congregation elected our next group of ordained leaders on December 2. These members are 

undergoing a time of orientation and training, will meet with the current elders, and then will take part in an 

ordination/installation service in the next month or so. The installation marks the time they officially join that 

council of leaders. 

Elders in the Presbyterian Church carry out, along with the pastor, ministries of governance and 

discernment. Elders shepherd the people in the ways of the Lord. Deacons oversee ministries of compassion and 

service. Deacons teach and encourage others in work to welcome strangers, help those in need or distress, and 

to demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ. 

Elders-Elect are Jan Zeart, Lianne Walker, Cara Frick and Joann Walker (1 year term.)  Current session 

member Rick Walker was reelected to a new three-year term. 

Deacon-Elect is Jan Schulz.   Current Deacon, Joyce Overheim was reelected to a new-three year term.   

Gabe Williams was reelected to a second one-year term. 

A very special thank you also goes to those members who now complete terms of service on our leadership 

councils: Sarah Jay, Randy Mehlenbacher, Pete Kraus, Marcia Cooke, Al Dore‘and Ryan Kraus. These elders 

and deacons have led us during a season of transition during a change of pastors and during a season of social 

and cultural change. To each of them, as the scriptures say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

The current session and the entire congregation also express our appreciation to this year’s Officer 

Nominating Committee who prayerfully invested months into spiritual discernment and talking with potential 

candidates. Members of that committee were Sarah Jay (moderator), Randy Mehlenbacher, Rick Walker, Mary 

Walker and Linda Rummel.   



   

Enlightenment for 2019 

“New Year’s Stars” will be distributed this month 
A theme of Epiphany is that Jesus, the Light of the world, came into the world. Again this year, Pastor 

Greg will encourage each member and friend of the congregation to get a “New Year’s Star” card, to seek the 

Lord’s light in your life throughout the year ahead.  

Each card shows a Biblical word, and one of the Scripture 

verses where it can be found. Use that word as a way to grow in 

that trait. Ask others to affirm where that image is already 

evident in your life. Pray that the Lord will encourage you to 

“shine your light” among others. This year’s word set is all 

taken from the Psalms. 

The cards are distributed “randomly”, but are surrounded 

with specific prayers that each person will get a word which 

will be a spiritual blessing. (Invest some intentional effort throughout this month to see whether and how this 

card can inspire you. After that, if you find it simply is not a helpful match for you personally, you may swap it 

for a new card for a new process on Groundhog Day, a secular holiday which also focuses on the arrival of new 

light. 

Get your card at worship on January 6, Epiphany Sunday. You also can pick up a card anytime you’re at 

the church building, ask for one to be sent to you, or use an alternate version which will be posted the 

congregation’s Facebook page next week.  

 

       CONGRATULATIONS! 

Ryan Kraus has earned his Eagle Scout award, and we join with Troop 176 to congratulate him on this 

high honor. 

Ryan’s Eagle project was the renovation of the back steps into the Presbyterian Church building. He and 

his crew have enhanced that entryway and made it a safe entrance for our church members and the community 

groups which use our fellowship hall. 

 

THANK YOU Notes  
The Advent and Christmas seasons are always beautified by the special music which declares the arrival of 

Jesus Christ. Again this year, we were deeply blessed by the music provided in our worship times. Special 

appreciation goes to each member of our vocal choir and bell choir. The extra hours you invested made 

December such a special season. We are grateful to directors Mark Brice and Randy Mehlenbacher for their 

leadership and creativity. Pianist Gena Shirley provided wonderful music for the choir and congregation to sing, 

and beautiful instrumental music as well. 

    We also thank the special guest musicians who added to our December worship:  Jessica Rash, Cody Gould, 

John Shirley, Elise Honeycutt, Mary Beth Honeycutt, Grace Honeycutt, Sue Walker, Christina Brice Dolanc, 

Phyllis Steadman, Beth Hardy, and Chris Dolanc. 

The new presentation by our children and teens for their Christmas program was a video of the young 

people talking about the significance of Christmas, and their reading of the Bethlehem story from Luke 2. 

The success of that program is largely credited to Adam Kraus who produced and edited the video. Thanks, 

Adam, for all of your work! His father Pete was also instrumental in creating the video. Thanks also go to all 

the families who took video of the questions and answers and the readings. Not all of the videos submitted were 

able to fit into the final project, but we thank you all for your involvement. 

Register soon! 



   

MAJOR YOUTH CONFERENCES are coming this summer 
Presbyterian Youth Triennium 2019: Get ready for the 2019 Presbyterian Youth Triennium. This gathering is 

held every three years for high school age students in the Presbyterian Church (USA) and 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Thousands of youth come together for this life 

changing, life giving, and faith growing gathering! Five days that helps grow a younger 

generation of active Presbyterians. These five days shape the leadership gifts and deepen 

the discipleship awareness for a generation who are already achieving a strong presence 

in this church and this world! See preview videos and read more information at 

presbyterianyouthtriennium.org or contact our local registrar Britney Knight 

(Britney.Knight@firstcovenanterie.org) or 814-456-4243.  PYT is open for rising 9th 

graders through completed 12th graders. It happens July 16-20 on the campus of Purdue 

University. 

Montreat Middle School Conference: The Montreat Youth Conferences have been providing a space for 

young people to explore faith, build relationships with other young people from across the country, and 

strengthen their home faith communities for decades. The Montreat Middle School Conference is held at 

Maryville College in Maryville, TN. Our presbytery delegation will attend July 17-21, with travel days on the 

16th and 22nd. 

What does a day at a youth conference look like? It begins with a gathering of 600 young people in the 

auditorium for energizers, music, and a keynote presentation– exploring a theme and scripture in all kinds of 

creative ways – multimedia, drama, storytelling, and more. It is followed by a 

morning and an afternoon time with a small group, made up of 20-30 young 

people. There are afternoon and evening recreation events – past years have 

included a color run, scavenger hunts, escape “rooms”, variety show, outdoor 

giant games like jenga and four square in the air, and more. Evenings include 

worship services in the auditorium with more creative expressions of faith. The 

Middle School Conference is open to rising 6th graders through rising 9th 

graders.)  (Those now in 8th grade are eligible to either event.) 
 

 

Pastor Greg has been a small group leader in both of these conferences, and strongly encourages our young 

people to take part. Ask him if you have any questions. Registration happens this month, so don’t wait to find 

out more. 

 
Initial “Per capita” gift 

Starting the year with support of regional ministry and the worldwide church 
At the start of each year, the leaders of this congregation encourage members to make a one-time gift to 

support the work of the wider church. This contribution can equal the “per capita” amount requested through the 

Presbytery of Lake Erie, our network of Presbyterian Churches in the seven counties of northwest Pennsylvania 

(plus our congregation in Ripley, New York). 

The requested amount for 2019 is $31.50 per member. That is the amount it takes to fund the mission and 

ministries to which we are connected. Most of that money goes to the presbytery, which provides leadership 

training, our Ghana partnership, youth events, support for pastors and for congregations in transition and much 

more. 

The rest of per-capita giving funds the Synod of the Trinity and the national denomination. Our synod (most 

of PA, plus parts of OH and WV) provides communication and connections, campus ministry and regional 

mission. Your gifts to the PC(USA) support worldwide missionaries and ministries, pastor training, and national 

events. 

An initial gift (of $31.50 or another amount) will demonstrate our connections with our partnered 

congregations and empower Jesus’ work in ways which we cannot carry out individually. Please mark your 

check or envelop with “initial gift” or “per capita” so that it will be designated for this important purpose. 

  

http://www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/
mailto:Britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org


   

 

Becky Aiken 

Isabelle Anderson 

    (Friend of Wanita Kennedy) 

Cheryl Andrews 

Judy Baer 

    (Daughter of Art & Harriet           

                                      Smaltz) 

Diane Beusch 

    (Sister In-law of Sue Payne) 

Taylor Bowen 

    (Friend of Gail Dylewski) 

Tammy Bower  

   (Co-worker of Shari Gould) 

Emma Burkell 

Sam Cain 

    (Friend of Makayla Jay) 

Alice Carnes 

Carolyn Crawford 

Karen Culver  

   (Sister of Lorraine Hayes) 

Seth Davis 

    (Niece’s husband of  

               Gail & Bob Dylewski) 

Ethan Dietz  

John Duvall  
   (Brother-in-law of Wanita      

                                    Kennedy) 

Jeanne Edwards  
   (Friends of Kraus family) 

Bob Farmer  
   (Friend of Kraus family) 

Carrie Fiske 

    (Niece of Becky Veith) 

Michelle Gaines 

Gail Giacomelli 

    (Secretary/ Elmwood Presby.  

                                      Church) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Joye Gillispie 

Ruth Hazlett  

   (Sister of Sue Payne) 

Becky Hover 

Randy Hunsberger 

    (Friend of Pete Kraus) 

Todd Jay 

Cindy Jenkins 

    (Niece of Sue Walker)  

Dale Johnson 

Dennis & Mary Johnson 

Betty Jolly 

    (Friend of Dorothy Iovino) 

David Kushner 

Betty Lewis 

Anna Leeds 

    (Granddaughter of John &  

                            JoAnn Austin) 

Savannah Lyons 

    (Friend of Joanne Pavolko) 

Paul Martinson 

Joanne McDonald 

(friend/neighbor of Cliff & Joni  

                                            Cox) 

Christine McGee 

    (Cousin of Doug Roberts) 

Francy McLallen 

    (Friend of Lorraine Hayes) 

Kelcey Meeker 

    (Niece of Mike & Becky             

                                      Meeker) 

James Moyer 

Julie Osborn 

    (Sister of Bob Dylewski) 

Mirana Ormsy 

    (Granddaughter of Art &          

                           Harriet Smaltz) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Pesta 

   (Mother of Sandy Fiscus) 

Nelson & Evelyn Porter     

     (Friends of Ed & Sue Payne) 

Pat Ptasick  

   (Friend of Marilee) 

Sue Ralph 

    (Friend of Marilee) 
 

Jenny Rene 

    (Friend of Lorraine Hayes) 

David Roberts 

Eileen Roberts  

   (Mother of Doug) 

Michelle Ruland 

    (Friend of Sue Walker) 

Sue Schweichler  

   (Friend of Pauline Kraus) 

Katie Staynoff 

Carol Stein 

    (Friend of Joanne Pavolko) 

Karen Teed 

Perry Thomas 

Betsy Walker 

Ian Welden 

    (Nephew of Pete Kraus)          

Phyllis Welden  
   (Sister of Pete Kraus) 

Art Williams 

Joyce Woods 

Jim & Carol Zeart 

    (Brother-in- law of Jan) 
 

Our Military & Their 

Families: 

Brent Carlson (nephew of Jan) 

Jheri Davis (US Air Force  

         Whiteman, AFB Missouri

Our sympathy and prayers to…. 
           John Shirley and family on the death of his father, Leo on December 12.   

          Pastor Greg and family on the death of his aunt Patty Gillispie on December 24 in Cheyenne, Wyoming.  
 

Our Church Mission Team had a request for special prayer for several children in Belize.  The writer was Shermaine   Post, 

Missionary and wife of Pr. Stephen (Padre) Post. - Jamie Tracy, Susie Westby, Whitney Garbutt, Denzel Garbutt and little 

Stephanie Logan, Good Shepherd Mission in Belize.  The letter states that "these small children have very immediate, 

urgent needs that only God can help with." 

 



   

DE-DECORATING DAY… 
The Deacons invite helping hands to aid in the de-decorating of the church this Sunday, January 6

th
, following the 

worship service.  Any help is greatly appreciated!  
 
                 

                                                         

                                                     “Almost FIRST WEDNESDAY DINNER” 

The customary first Wednesday supper of the month, will be held on January 9
th

, the second Wednesday of the 

month.   We invite the entire Congregation  to attend Dinner" at 6:00 PM.  RSVP & monetary donations appreciated 

for dinner - but not necessary!   To RSVP you may either email or phone the church office.  

All Ages are welcomed! 

We encourage you to stay for a Team Meeting at 6:30.  Teams Meeting are Children & Youth Ministry, Mission, 

Fellowship, Facilities, & Worship.  For more information contact the church office 
 

Deacons will meet on Wed., Jan. 16
th

 at 6:30p.m. Session meeting will be held on Thurs., Jan. 17
th

, at 7:00p.m. 

New Officers meeting:   Sun 1/13 at 5:00 p.m.      
 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP OUT!  
Each Sunday, we have opportunities for people to get involved. If you would be willing to be a greeter, usher, pass 

the offering plates, help with coffee/refreshment time, or read a prayer or a reading (training and practice offered!), 

call or email Karen in the church. She will get you connected to the right person to answer your questions or get you 

scheduled. 
 

 

 

Birthdays in January ….                                                                     
 

 

7 - JoAnn Austin    19-Grace Honeycutt
 
                           January Anniversary …. 

8- Everett Lasher    22-Brennan Ward
 
                              29- John & Shari Gould             

8- Doug Roberts    24-Jule McCormack
 
 

8-Louise Snyder     24-Art Williams 

9-Bob Dylewski        24-Brian Zimmerman 

10-David Uzzo       28-Adam Kraus
 
 

10-Kaley Berger                                28-Marcia Cooke 

11-Elise Honeycutt     29-Andrew Zimmerman
 
 

12-Hannah Averitt      30-Rob Walker 

12-Pastor Matt Falco    30-Cliff Cox 

13-Kyle Berger    30-Samantha Dore’
 
 

14-Jeremy Dylewski    31-Sue Johnson  

15-Kelly Moccia     

16-Caiti Cooke
   

 

16-Steven Walker        

17-Isabella Williams       

18-Avery Swift      

18-Jasen Diley      

18-Pete Kraus  
 

 

Photos, photos, photos 

Help us tell our story visually  
We need some of the photos you take of First Presbyterian’s activities and projects. 
We can share these in our promotion to members and friends, and add a visual zest to our efforts to reach 
out to others. Please e-mail your church-related photos to Karen Doré. 



   

PRAYER CHAIN 

1. Karen Dore’…………......734-3205 or 734-3511 or 450-2652                                   

Pastor Greg Gillispie……. (814) 657-4782 or (814) 732-0058 

2.  Cheryl Collopy………… 734-5973  

3.  Kristin Barbour…………734-5710 

4. Wanita Kennedy…………734-1524   

5. Patty Swift…………….....734-1458 

6.  Sue Johnson…………......734-1543 

7.  Lianne Walker…………..734-3630 or 449-5397 

8.  Evelyn Walker………….. 734-3220 or 449-7979 

9.  Gail Dylewski……............450-9999  

10.  Marilee Wnek……...........323-6372 

11. Linda Rummel……….......734-5552 or 440-5552 

12.  Pauline Kraus…………...734-3230 or 323-2488 

13. Carolyn Crawford..............734-4855 

14.  Karen Dore’……………. 734-3205 or 734-3511 or 450-2652 

Prayer Chain Charm:  Jennifer Berger (734-8903) email: bergerjbk3@verizon.com (Karen Dore’ will contact)     

 

If you have a request for the prayer chain, please speak to Karen Dore’ or Pastor Greg to activate the prayer chain. We 

care about confidentiality so please let us know what information you would like to share and what is confidential. 
 

(If you would like to be listed as participate of the prayer chain, please call Karen in the church office.   If you prefer 

to be listed as a Prayer Chain Charm, you will be contacted when asked to include someone in prayer.  You will not 

be responsible to contact another prayer chain participant.)  

 

Share a ride to church events 
    Some people may need a ride to worship, once in a while or on a more frequent basis. This could 
include our members and friends with mobility limitations, those who no longer drive, or perhaps even 
college students who are in Edinboro without a car. 
    If you can offer a ride (occasionally or more often), please let the pastor or one of the deacons know. If 
you would like to carpool here on Sunday mornings or for another event, please do let us know. 
 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Greg Gillispie 
 

Music Director:  Mr. Mark Brice 
 

Accompanist:  Mrs.  Gena Shirley 
 

 

Bell Choir Director:  Mr. Randy Mehlenbacher 
 

 

Financial Secretary:  Mrs. Sue Walker 
 

Secretary:  Mrs. Karen Dore’ 
 

Treasurer:  Mr. Tom Hover 
 

Custodian:  Mr. Art Crawford 
 

Sunday Worship Service:  11AM 
 

Sunday School:  Sunday mornings, 11:15AM 
 

Bell Practice:  Mon. at 7:30PM 
 

Choir Practice: Wed. 7:30PM & Sun. 10:40AM 
 

Church Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 9AM – 3PM 

 

mailto:bergerjbk3@verizon.com


   

Chrismon Tree, with its symbolic ornaments, originated in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Ascension 

of Danville, Virginia in 1957.  The idea has spread to Christian churches all over the world.  The evergreen 

tree, which symbolizes eternal life is the background for white lights and the gold and white Chrismons.  The 

lights represent Jesus who is the Light of the World.  The Chrismons (Christ + Monogram) proclaim the name, 

life and saving acts of Jesus.  White is the liturgical color of Christmas, suggesting the innocence, purity and 

perfection of our Savior.  Gold symbolizes the glory and majesty of God and the Son of God.  Beginning in 

2008, all of the Chrismons on the tree in the narthex were created by the children of our congregation, from 

ages 3-12.  The Chrismons on our tree in the sanctuary were assembled by our church’s Chrismon Circle.”  

Thus far, the group has completed 110 Chrismons of various sizes and symbols.  A description of the various 

Chrismons is available in the narthex and in the church office.   

          
 

Friendly Reminder to our Session Members,  
Please either email your 2018 end of the year review report on your committee (team) for the 2018 Annual Report or 

submit your report to Karen in the office by January 15, 2019.  THANK YOU!!  
 

 

Association of Presbyterian Church Educators…Weekly newsletter from the APCE:  Torches and 

Candles is available online.  Click above link to receive the eNews. It’s not just a great resource for spiritual 

formation leaders but for anyone looking to strengthen ones faith. 
 

YOGA CLASSES IN 2019! 
First United Presbyterian Church is hosting two six-week sessions of Yoga classes.  Beginner 

Yoga from 6:00-7:00PM,  begins Monday, January 14 continuing until February 18 in Fellowship 

Hall. Chair Yoga from 4:30-5:15PM begins Tuesday, January 15 continuing until February 19 in the 

Youth Room. Certified instructor, Janet Stachowiak leads poses encouraging strength, flexibility and 

relaxation.  A donation of $5 per session is suggested. Yoga mats are available.  Please use the Church back door to 

enter Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome!     
 

SAVE THE DATE!:  The Groundhog Day Pancake Breakfast to benefit the Garden of Edin will be held on the 

actual holiday, February 2 from 9:00AM - 1:00PM. Come support the Garden of Edin and eat pancakes with a 

groundhog face on them!!   Further details to come!  
 

 

You are Invited 

   

 The Presbytery of Lake Erie  

Requests the pleasure of your company 

to celebrate  The Installation of  

The Reverend Vaughan Smith 
as  Pastor of the 

First Presbyterian Church 

216 North Franklin Street 

Titusville, PA  

On  Sunday,  January 13, 2019 

at 3:00 p.m. 
 A reception to follow 

 

 

Josh Heikkila Newsletter 
Josh continues to be a valuable member of our Lake Erie Ghana Partnership. If you would like to receive his 

newsletters, check out this website.  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/the-rev-joshua-heikkila/ 

http://advocateblog.apcenet.org/2018/09/10/torches-and-candles/
http://advocateblog.apcenet.org/2018/09/10/torches-and-candles/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/the-rev-joshua-heikkila/

