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OCTOBER 2019 “PRESBY PRESS” NEWSLETTER 
 

From the Pastor:  

“Installed” pastors, and our upcoming shared future 
 

 It’s now been 30 months since you and I met – a full 2 ½ years.   

My first “official” Sunday with the Edinboro congregation was the last Sunday of March 2017, 

after our Session (council of elders) and the Committee on Ministry of Lake Erie Presbytery agreed that 

God was calling us together ‘for a time’.  Although I had guest-preached at Edinboro a few weekends 

earlier that was the day I became the “transitional pastor” with this group of Jesus’ friends. 

My “other” first official start here was at the beginning of September 2019. Our Session and the 

Committee on Ministry officially endorsed the start of the “installed pastorate” between you and me. 

After commuting in and working two-thirds time during the transitional phase, I now am full-time 

providing leadership, care and faith development for this community of faith and this surrounding 

community.  (The physical move to live in Edinboro is in process.) 

My “other other” first official launch here is upcoming November 10. On that day, seven 

representatives of the regional church will be with us as we take part in the pastoral installation service. 

The incoming pastor and the congregation will make vow (before God and these witnesses) to shape the 

next chapter of my ministry and of our ministry.  

I know. I know. That a lot of “Firsts.”  A lot of different Firsts. 

Each one, though, is unique and each one is important. Not everyone hangs on vigorously to the 

nuances of Presbyterian Church processes, but I do think there is value in writing for you some of the 

background of what brings us to the dawn of this new season. 

One of the priority emphases of the Presbyterian way of doing church is that the people have the 

privilege to select their own leaders. This is true when a congregation elects its elders, as well as when 

deacons are chosen by those churches which utilize ordained deacons. It is also true when bringing in a 

new pastor. Although there is appropriate oversight (and very helpful consultation with the presbytery), 

our congregations vote on who their next pastor will be. The people choose, after diligent and prayerful 

work by a search committee. 

There are rarer times when congregations as a whole don’t choose their pastors. An interim time  
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after one pastor leaves is an obvious example. Sometimes, time is of the essence and a pastor is 

appointed, shortcutting the longer search process. If needed in the midst of crisis or serious difficulty, 

the session or the presbytery can bring in a pastor who specializes in transformative leadership or 

specialized care. These are all times when a “temporary” pastor joins with a congregation – not voted in 

by all the people, but chosen by the Session and the COM. 

That’s what I have been. After Matt Falco’s departure, I was invited to be your pastor ‘for a time’. 

Back then, it would not have worked well for me to be full-time or local, with our sons in their final 

years of high school. That set-up really worked out well, for me, for my family, and for this church. 

After all of that, back at a congregational meeting in March, when the time was right, you elected 

me to be your next “installed” pastor. On one level, it’s like ---- “Weren’t you already our pastor?” Yes.  

And No. The installed pastorate is not about whether this is full-time or part-time, but signifies the ways 

in which the church and the presbytery make a longer-term connection. (Our Presbyterian rule book used 

to call these installed positions “permanent pastors”, but that’s incorrect terminology.  No pastor is 

permanent. Congregations almost always outlast us clergy.) We’re not ‘permanent’, but we are here for a 

time.  God’s time. Both kinds – installed pastors and temporary pastors – are the “real” pastors, but this 

time the whole church chose. 

So, as we enter October 2019, we are two-thirds of the way through these three Firsts. The last of 

these will really be a special day. A pastoral installation has some parallels to a “swearing-in” ceremony 

we see in secular settings. It uses long-standing rituals to take note that God’s calling is placed upon me 

and upon us in a special way.  

The installation service will be Sunday, November 10.  (The date was chosen to fit calendars of key 

participants; don’t worry, the installation is retroactive back to September.) We will have our regular 

11:00 worship that morning. Then, the Deacons and the Fellowship Team will host the Annual SPUDS 

& SUDS luncheon, with a great baked potato bar – and root beer. An afternoon worship service will 

follow at 1:30, led by the leaders of our network of partnered Presbyterian Churches.  

Often, presbytery installation services like these are held in the late afternoon, and often fewer 

members of the local congregation come back for the later service. For here at Edinboro though, we’ve 

asked that the schedule be compressed so that everything is back to back to back, with hopes that most 

everyone can take part in everything, all in one trip to the church building.  

I really hope that you will be able to take part.  This type of service is fairly rare in any given place, 

and will have a different flavor than those to which we are accustomed.  

Because there may be a little unstructured time for us between lunch and the installation service 

(giving our presbytery guests the courtesy of a little more travel time), I will invite everyone to take part 

in a fun little activity with sticky notes and wishes and dreams for how we might decide to shape our 

congregation’s next chapter. I anticipate special age-centered activities for children after lunch too, so 

that they can stay and be part of this big day. It will really help me to help other church leaders in 

planning for next year ahead –– and the years ahead. 

November 10 will be a special day. 

Edinboro First United is a special congregation. 

I’ve been honored to be your transitional pastor. I am honored to be your installed pastor too. 

           Wishing you Jesus’ Peace and Joy!                        

               Greg 



Anticipating 2020 
 

Live “Simply and Generously” and see what God will accomplish  
Did you know that The Presbyterian faith tradition in our community is over 185 years old? This 

congregation was organized in 1830 by early settlers to the area. Membership at the time was 26 faithful 

participants. Today we have a congregation of about 150 -- how we’ve grown! We are a faithful people, 

known for our worship and music, our community garden, our dinners, and our service to many mission 

projects both local and around the world. Look at the crowd of children who come forward for the Time with 

Younger Worshipers each Sunday, and you see a generation we need to serve well. 

We are living now in a time where change happens fast, the latest and greatest, newest, “thing” is 

promised to fulfill every need. There are so many things that vie for our attention, our time, and our 

resources unless we stop and intentionally, prayerfully, consider the path that God is calling us to follow 

where can we hope to be in the future? 

The theme “Live Simply and Generously” has great value in our times. Amid the stresses and hectic 

nature of today’s world, there is personal peace to be had when we focus on simplicity. There are personal 

benefits which return to us when we choose generosity. These goals have guided past generations which 

created the legacy which now blesses us. The ways we enact simplicity and generosity now will shape this 

congregation for years and decades to come. 

Your Stewardship Team is asking you to join us in prayer over the next few weeks. Pray for the mission 

and care of First Church and pray specifically about the financial resources which will fulfill that mission. 

Pray for the Spirit to lead you regarding your personal time and financial commitment to First. Every person 

matters. Every gift moves us further along in God’s goals.  

Each week during October, please look up one of these Bible verses. Stay with one each week, and 

come back to that one multiple times. Consider what God’s Spirit might be guiding you to do, when it comes 

to your acts of charity, your financial participation in the church, or how you shape the other priorities in 

your life. Ultimately, Biblical stewardship is about how we utilize our money, our talents and our schedule. 
 

James 1:17 “Everything good comes from God. Every perfect gift is from him. These good gifts 
come down from the Father who made all the lights in the sky. But God never changes 
like the shadows from those lights. God is always the same.” 

Proverbs 11:25 A generous person will prosper;  whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. 

Luke 21: 1-4 “…Jesus saw a poor widow put two small copper coins into the box. He said, ‘This poor 
widow gave only two small coins. But the truth is, she gave more than all those rich 
people….’” 

2 Corinth. 9:7 “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

We ask each household to give prayerful consideration to their 2020 Estimate of Giving card. Your 

response will assist our leaders to shape plans for faithful, fruitful ministry in the year ahead. You may bring 

your card to worship, mail it back, or return it to the church office in the provided envelope. Your increased 

commitment in treasure and time is essential to grow the life and ministry of the gospel here at First. It will 

be helpful to hear back from you by November 3. We will report the totals of these estimates to you on 

November 10, and dedicate our financial intentions in a worship ritual that morning. 

All of our gifts are from God. God is the ultimate source of all that we have, and the Lord provides for 

our needs. Each of us the responsibility to manage and share our gifts that have been given. May we be a 

generous people of Faith, leading with Grace, serving with joy, celebrating God’s goodness in our lives! 



 

October Mission of the Month 
 

 Living Waters for the World saves lives and 

transforms communities. This organization trains, 

equips and supports volunteers in forming global, 

clean-water mission partnerships.  

 Jule McCormack on September 29 told the 

Edinboro Presbyterian congregation of her trip to 

the Dominican Republic to help provide medical 

care in impoverished communities. The sicknesses 

there often had their cause in the dirty water which 

children and adults used. Instead of treating the 

symptoms, long-lasting results could be available 

by providing purified water to the people. 

 Bottled water – if it could be available – is 

expensive. That is where Living Waters comes in. 

It creates mission partnerships which empower  

 

international communities to install and sustain 

water purification systems and health education 

programs that transform lives. There are now well 

over 1,000 water partnerships in place. Imagine 

how many millions of gallons of clean, safer water 

are flowing now, all thanks to this work. 

 Your gifts to the October “Mission of the 

Month” at First United will directly enhance the 

health of people in the Dominican Republic and 

elsewhere. We pass the plates for a second giving 

on the second Sunday of each month. However, 

gifts toward the Mission of the Month though can 

be made any time during that month.  

 To find out more about Living Waters for the 

World, you can ask Jim and Jule McCormack to 

tell you about their first-person experiences. The 

website is LivingWatersForTheWorld.org/. 

 
 

CROP Hunger Walk 2019 

Edinboro Presbyterians were again well represented at the Erie County CROP Walk on September 15. 

CROP Walks around the nation raise money to fight hunger. Some of the funds raise help in impoverished 

nations throughout the world. Some money stays in the local region where it was donated to help here.  

A big thank you to the those who walked to show support for hungry people locally, nationally and 

internationally: Lianne and Randy Walker, Hilary and Michael Hobbs, Fran and John Dietz, Becky and Tom 

Hover, and Shari Gould.  Heather and Brian Zimmerman again served as our local coordinators. 

Another big thank you goes to all our generous sponsors by donating $1,550.00 to this command of 

Jesus: “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink. Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

https://www.livingwatersfortheworld.org/
https://livingwatersfortheworld.app.box.com/s/8mqhfc8vbeu6gfbv9nn5oxglmfgru8o1


Garden of Edin Thank you Dinner Celebration 

Gardeners and guests gathered together the evening of September 29 to celebrate a 

bountiful season at the “Garden of Edin” Community Garden.  Jessie Johnson, a teen 

member of FUPC, was a guest speaker and informed the group about the “Chicks 4 Erie” 

Program.  We thank the gardeners for hosting a delicious meal and to all those who attended. 

Heartfelt thanks 

Many thanks have been expressed for the Deacon’s Card Ministry, and to all who have 

taken the time to sign the cards.  The cards and expressions of caring and concern are 

truly appreciated by the recipients. 

  *********************************** 

 

World Communion Sunday – 

Sunday, October 6th 

14 For Jesus is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken 
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15 He has abolished the law with its 
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of 
the two, thus making peace, 16 and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the 
cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17 So he came and proclaimed peace to you 
who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18 for through him both of us have access in 
one Spirit to the Father.             (Ephesians 2:14-18, NRSV) 

 

World Communion Sunday is a gift of the Presbyterian Church to the larger ecumenical church.  This 

event has Pennsylvania roots. The first celebration occurred at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in 

Pittsburgh in 1933. World Communion Sunday was adopted by the Department of Evangelism of the 

Federal Council of Churches in 1940.  Since then the celebration has grown into an international 

ecumenical celebration of Christian unity. 

Please participate in our congregation’s celebration this Sunday by providing something from your own 

ethnic heritage to display on this special day.  Items may be brought into the church office by Thursday, 

October 3rd.   

*********************************** 

Chair Yoga with Janet is back beginning Tuesday, October 1st, from 4:30-5:15 pm.  We 

will meet in the same cozy Youth Room as last year.  Please park in the east parking area 

near the Garden of Edin and enter through the east door.  Mark October 1st, 8th, 15th, 

22nd, & 29th, on your calendar and get out your flashiest socks!  



Ideas toward innovation:  Culture trends + the Church 

Moving from “Broadcasts” to “Narrowcasting” 
 

We [at Axxess Church] have “Unlearned” the way we do evangelism. The Gospel story must 

live in our lives; it dies when it is broadcast or passed without human contract. The idea of 

objective absolute truth is dead for those we are trying to reach. Truth cannot be disembodied 

anymore; it must be incarnated for people to embrace it. The last hundred years in the United 

States have been a period of tremendous proclamation of the Gospel, but the next hundred years 

will most likely be marked as a period of tremendous demonstration of the Gospel. 

We have built [this congregation] around relationships – and by the gifts we see in our people. 

We try to measure by the quality of our relationships; we don’t measure ‘effectiveness’ in typical 

ways. 

          -- “30-something” pastor Brad Cecil, Fort Worth, TX 

           Quoted in the 2002 book unLearning Church. 

 
 

 

 

 

Birthdays in October… 
 

Talon Frick-2     

Ben Gillispie-3 

Adam Uzzo-4 

Gena Shirley-4 

Wesley Gould-5 

Mark Brice-6 

Ryan Kraus-6 

Olaf Martinson-7 

Loretta Vanstone-8 

Jeff Williams-14 

Bailey Ward-15 

Jean Klausman-16 

Noah Diley-17 

Sarah Jay-17 

Kelsey Berger-18 

Kelly Diley-19 

Carol Johnson-19 

Ed Zessinger-20 

Pauline Kraus-20 

Joni Cox-20 

John Shirley-20 

Maria Insana-21 

Jade Walker-23 

Sophia Insana-24 

Jim Renn-25 

Shari Gould-26 

Nora Vesley-26 

Jim Rummel-27 

Dick Walker-27 

Melissa Barbour-28 

Mike Waltz-29 

Adrienne Walker-30 

    

         
 
 
 
 
Anniversaries in October… 
 
Bob & Gail Dylewski-5 

Michael & Hilary Hobbs-9 

Mark & Milly Williams-10 

Tom & Becky Hover-24 

Tim & Wendy Ward-24 

Jeff & Dee Kushner-25 

Ron & Patty Swift-28 

 

 

 

Church office hours are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 10am-2pm.  



October 2, 6:00pm 

First Wednesday Dinner, then share your ideas 

First Wednesday Supper 
 Join us for an informal supper, plus Pastor Greg will lead a brief interactive story-telling session as we 

head into the upcoming installed, full-time pastorate – and the new and renewed adventures which the Lord 

may have in store for us. 

 

Monthly Team Meetings 
 Several of our ministry teams hold meetings after “First Wednesday Supper,” to continue plans for our 

program year.   We invite you to drop in a meeting. You don’t need to formally be on a particular team in 

order to share your questions and ideas. In fact, some great brainstorming could result if someone who hasn’t 

been plugged in to the details of what we do would be willing to listen and to speak up.  Areas of interest 

include:  Adult Ministry, Youth Ministry, Fellowship, Business/Finance, Stewardship, Worship, Mission, 

Facilities, and Personnel.  

 

 

 

 

From “Church Humor” blog at CT Pastors .com 

 

“Sunday’s Cool” 
 

You are invited to get 
involved in our Sunday 
morning faith-formation 
adventures. For our younger 
and elementary-age children, 
we call this “Sunday’s Cool”, a 
name suggested by one of 
our teenagers a couple of 
years ago. 

Sunday’s Cool provides 
fun, interactive explorations of 
Bible stories. Knowing that 
various children learn in 
different ways, they discover 
these Bible truths with arts 
and crafts, dramatic retellings, 
and other formats. 

Our Children & Youth 
Team invites your children to 
participate often. They also 
invite teens and adults (even 
without children in the 
program) to come learn and 
enjoy too. 

Sundays 11:20 a.m. ’til Noon 



Please include in your thoughts & prayers…            

 
Our most sincere sympathy surrounds Beverly Hallett, and the family and friends of Gary Lawrence, who died on 

September 21, 2019, after a lengthy battle with Alzheimer’s disease.   While we share the family’s sorrow, we are 

thankful for his friendship and faithful commitment he had for this church. 

 

We also extend our Christian sympathy to the family, friends and neighbors of  Dorothy Iovino, a long-time member 

of First United. She passed away September 26, 2019, at age 90. 

 
Becky Aiken 

Bev Andrews           

Cheryl Andrews  

Donna Baldwin 

Cindy Ball 

Katelyn Barrett 

Bruce Bentley 

Anna Blount           

Judy Baer  

  (daughter of Art & Harriet 
Smaltz)  

Diane Beusch  

(sister-in-law of Sue Payne) 

Taylor Bowen  

(friend of Gail Dylewski) 

Bruce Brown 

Shari Bufalino 

Emma Burkell 

Sam Cain (friend of Makayla Jay) 

Iris Cancel 

Alice Carnes 

Caroline Crawford 

Bill Cody & family  

(friend of Gary & Lorraine 
Hayes)                                 

Carolyn Crawford 

Karen Culver  

(sister of Lorraine Hayes)                                           

Laurie Davis 

Ethan Dietz  

Richard Dietz 

John Duvall (brother-in-law of    

    Wanita Kennedy)                         

Jeanne Edwards 

(friend of Pete & Pauline Kraus)                                             

Bob Farmer  

(friend of Pete & Pauline Kraus)            

Betty Fink 

Carrie Fiske (niece of Becky Veith) 

Phyllis Gaines 

Gail Giacomelli 

Doreen Gorniak 

Beverly Hallett 

Ruth Hazlett (sister of Sue Payne) 

Robert Hoskins 

 Becky Hover 

Randy Hunsberger   

(friend of Pete Kraus) 

Cindy Jenkins (niece of Sue Walker) 

Dennis & Mary Johnson 

Jean Johnson 

Betty Jolly (friend of Dorothy Iovino) 

Brittany Jones 

Susan Kennedy 

David Kushner 

John Kutz 

Michelle Krull 

Betty Lewis 

Shelby Lyons  

Karen Longnecker 

Paul Martinson 

Irene Mascharka 

Joanne McDonald  

(friend/neighbor of Cliff & Joni Cox) 

Christine McGee 

(cousin of Doug Roberts) 

Shirley McKay 

Elizabeth Mead 

Kelcey Meeker  

(niece of Mike & Becky Meeker) 

Shari Miller 

Dan Milligan 

Bonnie Minel 

James Moyer 

Berdena Nelson 

Julie Osborn  

(sister of Bob Dylewski) 

Moranda Ormsy (granddaughter Art 
&  Harriet Smaltz) 

Sue Payne 

Sue Pesta 

Linda Peterson 

Nelson & Evelyn Porter  

Pat Ptasick (friend of Marilee Wnek) 

Susan Ralph (friend of Marilee 
Wnek) 

Jenny Rene (friend of Lorraine 
Hayes) 

David Roberts 

Eileen Roberts (mother of Doug) 

Michelle Ruland  

(friend of Sue Walker) 

Ruth Rynkowski 

Sue Schweichler  

(friend of Pauline Kraus) 

Brooklyn Shambaugh 

Judy Sipple 

Louise Snyder 

Brian Sweeney 

Sharla Taylor 

Aime’ Tedesco 

Mary Tharreau 

Perry Thomas 

Paul Troyer 

Bev Tuttle 

Mary Wallace 

Jeff Weilubob 

Ian Welden (nephew of Pete Kraus)          

Phyllis Welden (sister of Pete Kraus) 

Art Williams 

Joyce Woods 

Jim & Carol Zeart  

(brother-in-law of Jan) 

 

OUR MILITARY & THEIR FAMILIES:   

Brent Carlson (nephew of Jan) 

Jheri Davis (Whiteman A.F.B.) 

EDINBORO CONGREGATIONS   

Hillcrest Church of the Nazarene  

Our Lady of the Lake 

McLane Church 
LAKE ERIE PRESBYTERY  

Franklin First, Rev. Barry Jenkins 

Port Allegheny, Pastor Garen 
Smith 

Warren First, Rev. Rebecca Taylor 

Hartstown Presbyterian 

Rev. Bill Mills (HR) 

 



 

  



 


