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2019 SEPTEMBER “PRESBY PRESS” NEWSLETTER 
 

HAPPY “NEW YEAR”! 

Children and Family Ministries & Worship 
Team are ready to launch our next chapter 
 

Sunday worship 
September 8 will mark a transition day for worship at the Edinboro Presbyterian congregation, 

the most notable of is the return to an 11:00 a.m. start time. (During the summer, and including 

September 1, we began worship at 10:00.) We also are blessed to have a flexible sanctuary set-

up, and we will switch back from the “in the round” seating of the summer months. With the vocal 

choir singing each week now, their seating area will return, as will the handbell tables in 

preparation for the ringers’ new season. 

 

“Sunday’s Cool” for Kids 
This Sunday school year we will focus on one Scripture based theme each month.  Each week 

a different component (Arts & Crafts, Movement & Games, Storytelling, or Science) will be taught.  

We will have a rotation of 2 teachers/week.  Students will  learn Scripture in a variety of ways by a 

variety of teachers.  The Sunday school class will be one group, ages K-5th Grade.  Older students, 

parents, grandparents, and any interested adults are invited to participate, or assist with teaching.    

It will be a fun new way for multi-generations of church family to get to know each other while 

sharing the Word of Jesus Christ with our youth.  Each week we will be emailing a question 

pertaining to the Scripture reading we are studying to each Sunday school family. Families are 

encouraged to discuss the topic at home.  This will help families engage in what your student is 

learning on Sunday morning.  

Sunday morning adult Bible studies are being planned to start in October. 

 

Saturday Bonfire & Sunday picnic 
We will launch the new Sunday School year with two special events the first full weekend of 

September. We have planned a Saturday evening bonfire on September 7. 

Please encourage your children to join us immediately following the children’s sermon, 

September 8, for Sunday’s Cool Rally Day.  Please plan to stay for the Rally Day Picnic after 

Worship. 
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From the Pastor:  

Gen Z, changes in emphases, and the timeless Gospel 
 

I always anticipate the launch of a new season. It used to be that I’d describe fall as the start of the 

‘program year’, but more recently I’ve learned to discontinue that terminology. For one thing, we have 

“programming” all parts of the year. More importantly, the social surroundings in which we live are no 

longer program-based. We will have a good number of listings on our calendars for programs and 

events, but you and I need to shift our worldview and prioritization, if we are to be more fruitful in 

today’s culture.  

I’ve invested a lot of my recent study, reading, conversations and continuing education on the 

trends of the 21st century.  I’ve been doing this for several years, but as I sat down to compose this 

letter, I realized that we are almost TWENTY PERCENT DONE with the 21st century already. Yes, 

we’re a full one-fifth of the way through a century where programming has less value than relationships. 

This is true of younger generations, but when we get right down to it, we’re all aware of it. Church 

leaders need to jump into this reality with both feet. Church activities need to mirror this cultural shift. 

This fall we will delve into this, listen more attentively to each other, and experiment with what might 

(or might not) work very well. 

 When observing generation-based trends, I urge that we do so not with judgment, wistfulness or 

unhelpful comparisons. Another few caveats: labels can be limiting, not everyone born in a certain 

decade or category is like everyone else in their group, all of us are influenced by all these changes, and 

no one way is the ideal. Still, here is some of what I’m learning. 

 The shift from programs to relationships is huge, especially for those in their teens and 20s today. 

Obligation used to motivate some people, but our younger folks are looking for authenticity. One size 

fits all doesn’t fit. Lives are way too busy, and stress levels are intense. Events that used to gather people 

together need to have relevance in order to squeeze into individual and family schedules. Events aren’t 

as big of a deal as they used to be –the way that you used to have to sit down in front of your tv at a 

certain time – to watch a particular show or newscast or movie. Now, you aren’t limited to one or two tv 

sets in your house; you don’t have to watch it at the time the broadcaster puts it on the air; you don’t 

even have to watch what they send you, because you choose your own shows on your own schedule 

from your video streaming service. 

 This isn’t just about broadcasts and entertainment. The ways differing people perceive the world are 

deeply influenced by social and technological changes. One of the nicknames of what is also sometimes 

called Generation Z (those born in a range roughly from 1995 to 2010) is “The Netflix Generation”. 

These trends really matter for those of us called to active participation in God’s work around us.  

 If you don’t exactly know how that all works, we’ll talk further.  The Gospel is timeless, but the 

processes adapt and change. I want to host a game show of “Generation Jeopardy” here in October as a 

fun way to draw all ages together – and to learn from and understand each other better.  “Stay tuned.” -- 

or, in the newer-fangled way of saying this: “Watch your RSS feed.” 

 One specific example of how Edinboro First is adapting toward all this is in our children and youth 

ministries. We will once again have our “Sunday’s Cool” activities within the 11 a.m. worship hour, 

after last year’s fairly successful test drive. I am very excited about a new curriculum which Sue Johnson 

found and our team endorsed which adds a midweek e-mail note about Bible stories and Christian living. 

We’ll begin sending those to our children, teens and families in September.  

 We have much to learn… and much to do.  Let’s get (re)started!                       Greg 



UPCOMING FALL SCHEDULE at EDINBORO FIRST! 
 

11:00AM WORSHIP SERVICE RESUMES ON SEPTEMBER 8th 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES BEGIN SEPT. 8th, 11:15AM  
 

RALLY DAY PICNIC FOLLOWING WORSHIP SERVICE ON SEPT. 8th 
 

CHOIR REHEARSAL ON SEPTEMBER 4th, 7:30PM 

CHOIR RESUMES ON SEPTEMBER 8th  
 

BELL CHOIR ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING, SEPTEMBER 9th, 7:30PM 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Garden of Edin growers donated 36 pounds of 

beans, tomatoes, broccoli, peppers and parsley to the 

Edinboro Food Pantry on Aug. 27. The preceding week 

the produce donation weighed 29.5 pounds!  The 

Garden of Edin is a showcase of God's abundance, both 

in produce and community giving. 
 

Save the Date:  September 29th, 6:00pm, 

Pot Luck Dinner – sponsored by Garden of Edin, 

held in the Presbyterian Fellowship Hall 
RSVP to Heather Zimmerman  h.maczim@gmail.com 
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A message from our Stewardship & Generosity moderator 
 

We will soon be entering into my favorite season!  The weather will turn a little cooler, football will 

kick-off and the leaves will change into an array of spectacular colors!  It is a time of change and also in my 

mind anyway a time of renewal, when we get back to our school schedules, our structure after a slower, 

easier summer.  It is time to start planning. For budgets, Sunday school lessons and our newly elected 

Nominating committee will be giving prayerful consideration as to who God will be calling to serve as 

Elders and Deacons.  It is time to gently remind us all that we each have many gifts, given to us by our 

Creator and a time to ask ourselves are we sharing our gifts to better our church, our community, our world?  

Your church needs you…yes you, please consider volunteering, pledging your time and or treasure to further 

the work here at First. Together we can continue to do great things to spread the good news of a loving God! 

Peace to you all, Lianne Walker 

 

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 

heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.  James 1:17 NIV                              

                                                                                        

 

FUPC “Mission of the Month” 
 

  The Presbytery of Lake Erie is our network 
of 58 congregations partnered to carry out the 
work of the church on a regional level. (It 
includes PCUSA churches in seven northwest 
Pennsylvania counties plus our church in 
Ripley NY.)  It also includes a full range of 
ministries and mission opportunities locally 
and around the world. 
   Your gifts to our September “Second 
Giving” will support our work in 
congregational support, leadership 
development, the work of David Oyler and the 
rest of our presbytery staff, mission in Ghana 
and elsewhere. We benefit locally in many 
ways, including the support of the pastoral 
search process and a technology matching 
grant we received to enhance our sanctuary 
sound system. 
  Our Mission Team presents stories about 
each month’s mission on the first Sunday. We 

pass the plates for a second giving on the 
second Sunday of each month. Gifts toward 
the Mission of the Month though can be made 
any time during that month. 
 
“Per capita” gift 
 

  The leaders of this congregation encourage 
members to make a one-time gift to support 
the work of the wider church. This contribution 
can equal the “per capita” amount which 
provides our annual support of regional, 
national and worldwide mission. The 
requested amount for 2019 is $31.50 per 
person. That is the amount which provides 
leadership training, our Ghana partnership, 
youth events, support for pastors and for 
congregations in transition and much more 
ministry. If you would like to participate, 
please mark your check or envelop with “per 
capita.”

 

 

Time change  

Sunday worship reverts to start at 11:00 

starting September 8, after an earlier time 

during the summer.  
(We remain at 10:00 for September 1 during Labor Day weekend.) 

 

 



We are Thankful 
Mission News 

On Wednesday, August 7, our Mission Team co-chairs, Jan Schulz and Jan Zeart, partnered with the 

Edinboro United Methodist Women for their annual Indoor Picnic/ Fill-the-Backpack Event.  They are most 

grateful for our mission donation of $1019.00 for the school supplies for the backpacks which are distributed 

through the Edinboro Food Pantry to students in the General McLane School District.  In 

previous years we would pack school supplies for 110 backpacks.  This year the school 

district requested an additional 30 backpacks.  Thanks to our generous donation we were 

able to make that happen.  Additionally, each high school backpack contained two 3-ring 

binders.  A special THANK YOU to the members of our congregation for helping to make 

this important ministry happen for our school children. 
 

Special Summer Music 
 

 Our congregation and worship guests have been blessed 

with a full variety of special music all summer long. We 

offer our gratitude to these groups and individuals who 

shared their God-given talents with us throughout the past 

three months: 

 Gena Shirley    The FUPC Sanctuary Choir 

 The FUPC Bell Choir  Shari Gould 

 Cyndi Waldinger   Tracy Szermeta 

 Cody Gould    Randy Walker 

 Randy Mehlenbacher  Rick Walker 

 Chloe Kiser    Brent Walker 

 Bob Rhodes    Beth Hardy 

 Phyllis Steadman   Ashley Matse 

 Aurora Przybylski  Brannen Purcell 

  Caden Purcell   Addison Purcell 

 Brian Johnson   John Shirley 

   

Welcome – and welcome back – to our  

JACK & JILL preschool families 

September marks the start of a new year for the Jack 

and Jill Preschool held at First United Presbyterian Church 

of Edinboro. We are grateful to the dozens of families who 

have entrusted these children to our care. 
 

Jack and Jill has a half-century tradition of providing 

excellent educational opportunities, social development and 

fun for children throughout the local community. 

Elementary teachers have told us that this preschool does a 

wonderful job to prepare students for the academics and 

social skills needed for kindergarten and beyond.  

 

 Thank you to our small crew of ladies and gents who donate their time, talent, and treasures to keep 

our church grounds looking beautiful. 

  



THE 2019 ERIE COUNTY CROP HUNGER WALK IS SEPTEMBER 15 

 
WWW.CROPWALKERIE.ORG             Facebook:  Erie Crop 

Walk  

 

     The annual CROP Walk will be in Erie on Sunday afternoon, 

September 15. This is the 44
th

 year for the CROP Walk.  With 

your help we raised over $2.5 Million to fight hunger here and 

around the world. 

 

      Our area’s walk begins at 2:00 at Presque Isle, Beach 1.  

Choose the 5.5-mile walk or the one-mile walk will be marked 

for those not able to complete the entire Walk. Get your 

information packet in advance at First United Edinboro and seek 

out sponsors to contribute.  

 

Most of our group typically sit together for lunch at the Edinboro Church and then arrange 

carpooling. If it works better for you to meet us at the Beach 1 parking lot, we’ll see you there. 

 

If you can’t walk, please consider sponsoring one of our walkers. They will be in the Fellowship 

Hall after worship 

      

HUNGER CAN BE BEAT!  WE HAVE THE RESOURCES!     

  WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

 

Contact or See:  Brian & Heather Zimmerman  814-734-1242 

 
             

 

 
Pastoral transition news 
 

This month marks the beginning of our next pastorate 
  

 This spring the Edinboro congregation voted to elect Greg Gillispie to be our next installed pastor. He’s 

been our transitional pastor on a part-time interim pastor for 2½ years. Lake Erie Presbytery agreed to this 

calling, and it was arranged that he would continue to commute in from his home in Oil City through the 

summer until his sons started college this fall. 
 

 September will begin the change to Greg’s full-time work. He expects to move to Edinboro in the next 

month or so. The Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry will scheduled the formal installation ceremony later 

this fall, after consultation with our worship and fellowship teams. 
 

The temporary pastoral covenant has worked rather well, and Pastor Greg expressed his appreciation 

that we could work it this way so that his family would not need to relocate late in their high school years.  
 

Watch for further details about the beginning of this next new change.  

http://www.cropwalkerie.org/


Be a “Sunday Servant” 
 

Hosting Coffee Hour 
We appreciate all who have volunteered to host coffee hour and donate cookies on a Sunday after church.  

This job entails setup and cleanup. Providing 12 dozen cookies/baked goods, making coffee, lemonade, ice 

tea. Offering a healthy alternative such as fruit, vegetables or cheese is appreciated. You will be reminded 

the week before the date you signed up.  If you wish to become a part of this ministry please contact Linda 

Rummel (814) 450-5552. 
 

Worship Leaders 
The visibility of people beyond a pastor leading worship creates a positive impression about a congregation 

to people who visit here on a Sunday morning. As the autumn season begins, we seek more people to serve 

as a worship leader. Scripts are provided, and a little coaching can be provided if you wish. We also can 

adapt each week so that you lead only those parts of the service with which you are comfortable. Speak with 

Lianne Walker or Greg Gillispie if you are willing to join this rotation or simply to ask about it. 

 

Greeters and ushers 
Our deacons rotate to be greeters throughout the year, and we have a great team of usher captains who 

coordinate that role. In addition we need people (of all ages) throughout the congregation to serve 

occasionally in these hospitality-centered roles. Please consider volunteering for a week or two this fall. 

 

Sunday’s Cool Teachers 

Teachers are always needed and welcome.  No experience necessary.  If you are able to team-teach even one 

Sunday this semester it would be appreciated.  The new curriculum is fun and easy to follow incorporating 

art, drama, and science with learning Scripture.  For more information, please contact the church office, 

Marybeth Honeycutt, or see the website rfour.org.  We will be using the Workshop Rotation Model (K-5th 

grade), Season 3. 

                     
 

 

 

 

Birthdays in September…    

Dan Dore’ - 1     Michelle Waltz - 12                  Anniversaries in September…  

Adam Beal -1   Hannah Crosby - 13       Greg & Libby Dore’ -1 

Jen Dylewski - 4
 
     Randy Walker - 13      Mark & Linda Brice - 2 

Winnie Williams - 5   Ron Swift - 15                    John & Kim Streiff - 10 

Karen Teed - 6    Rowen Dore’ - 16
                                               

Pete & Pauline Kraus-12 

Nathan Skalko - 7   Kathleen Golden - 20      Mark & Lottie Scarpitti-19 

Lilah Dylewski - 9    Evalynn Zessinger - 25     Rob & Jaime Walker-23  

Lianne Walker - 10    Lucy Honeycutt - 30      David & Julie Insana-26                      

Selena Insana - 10   Silvia Lawton - 30         

Leslie Lawton - 10    Harriet Smaltz - 30          

Gregory Streiff - 11   

Anthony Honeycutt, III - 11          

            

            

http://www.rfour.org/


 FIRST WEDNESDAY: September 4 
 

 First Wednesday Dinner  6:00 

Join us for an informal supper, plus Pastor Greg will lead a brief interactive project to identify a few 

congregational priorities as we head into the upcoming installed, full-time pastorate – and the new 

and renewed adventures which the Lord may have in store for us. 

 Monthly Team Meetings 

A number of our ministry teams will hold meetings after “First Wednesday,” to outline plans for the 

launch of our new program year.    

                     
 

“God, Improv, and the Art of Living” 

Does it feel like your life is frantic, surprising, and flying along without a script?  You aren’t alone. 

A workshop leader coming to Lake Erie Presbytery this month found this truth in her own life, and 

then found that studying improvisational comedy brought her practical and spiritual skills to rediscover 

peace and delight. She has been invited here to help us to glean from her wisdom and and her 

discoveries. 

Presbyterian pastor/author Maryann McKibbon Dana will lead a “God, Improv, and the Art of 

Living” in Warren on Saturday morning, September 21. Her time with us will be inspire us with the idea 

of improv and being open to change and the Spirit's leading. Yes, it’s a bit of a trip to get there, but it’s 

likely to be a productive day if you decide to go.  

Rev. McKibbon Dana will lead worship at 10:15 based on that improv theme. She then will lead an 

interactive workshop from 11:00 to 12:30. (Don’t worry, you won’t be put on the spot to come up with a 

“Whose Line Is It Anyway” song or skit!) Lunch is available, if you make an RSVP. Pastor Greg eagerly 

encourages our congregation to be represented for this unique program. Speak with him, visit our 

website, or call the church office at First Edinboro or First Warren to find out more. 

 

“Transformational Leadership in Transitional Times” 
Do you have a heart for the question “What will our congregation look like in five years?”  If so, you are 

invited to participate in a class your presbytery is providing.  A conversation titled “Transformational 
Leadership in Transitional Times” will occur in Corry on three consecutive Thursday evenings, September 5, 
12 and 19. The discussion will be from 6:00 to 7:30.  

The discussion will be insightful as you will be asked to think about engaging the Gospel in a way that 
leans into the 21st century. There will be questions to ponder and ideas to consider for the local 
congregation. The workshops will be led by General Presbyter David Oyler, the pastor to 58 Presbyterian 
congregations in the northwest Pennsylvania region. 

While there will be carry over from one week to the next, there also is value for anyone who can attend 
only one or two of the Thursdays. Anyone with an interest in helping the local church to thrive into a 
changing future can take part. 

Several members of Edinboro First have already planned to attend. Registration can be arranged 
through Melinda Wingenbach at the Lake Erie Presbytery office, but it is recommended that you notify the 
Edinboro Church office, so that ride sharing can possibly be arranged. There is no cost for these classes.  

          



 
 
 

Becky Aiken 

Bev Andrews  

    (Friend of Marilee) 

Cheryl Andrews 

Judy Baer 

    (Daughter of Art & Harriet           

                                      Smaltz) 

Shari Bufalino  

Diane Beusch 

    (Sister In-law of Sue Payne) 

Taylor Bowen 

    (Friend of Gail Dylewski) 

Tammy Bower  

   (Co-worker of Shari Gould) 

Linda Brice 

Emma Burkell 

Sam Cain 

    (Friend of Makayla Jay) 

Alice Carnes 

Carolyn Crawford 

Karen Culver  

   (Sister of Lorraine Hayes) 

Seth Davis 

    (Niece’s husband of  

               Gail & Bob Dylewski) 

Ethan Dietz  

Everitt Dershem  

John Duvall  
   (Brother-in-law of Wanita      

                                    Kennedy) 

Gail Dylewski 

Jeanne Edwards  
   (Friends of Kraus family) 

 

Carrie Fiske 

    (Niece of Becky Veith)  

Gail Giacomelli 

 Ruth Hazlett  

   (Sister of Sue Payne) 

Becky Hover 

Randy Hunsberger 

    (Friend of Pete Kraus) 

Dorothy Iovino 

Todd Jay 

Cindy Jenkins 

    (Niece of Sue Walker)  

Dennis & Mary Johnson 

Betty Jolly 

    (Friend of Dorothy Iovino) 

David Kushner 

John Kutz 

Betty Lewis 

Paul Martinson 

Joanne McDonald 

(friend/neighbor of Cliff & Joni  

                                            Cox) 

Christine McGee 

    (Cousin of Doug Roberts) 

Shirley McKay 

Francy McLallen 

    (Friend of Lorraine Hayes) 

Kelcey Meeker 

    (Niece of Mike & Becky             

                                      Meeker) 

Bonnie Minel  
    (Friend of Marilee) 

James Moyer 

Julie Osborn 

    (Sister of Bob Dylewski) 
 

Mirana Ormsy 

(Granddaughter of Art & 

Harriet Smaltz) 

Sue Pesta 

   (Mother of Sandy Fiscus) 

 

Nelson & Evelyn Porter     

     (Friends of Ed & Sue Payne) 

Pat Ptasick  

   (Friend of Marilee) 

Sue Ralph 

    (Friend of Marilee) 
 

Jenny Rene 

    (Friend of Lorraine Hayes) 

David Roberts 

Eileen Roberts  

   (Mother of Doug) 

Michelle Ruland 

    (Friend of Sue Walker) 

Sue Schweichler  

   (Friend of Pauline Kraus) 

Brooklyn Shambaugh & 

family (daughter of high school 

friend of Dianna Markiewicz) 

Katie Staynoff 

Karen Teed 

Perry Thomas 

Mary Wallace  

Ian Welden 

    (Nephew of Pete Kraus) 

Sandy Wellman          

Phyllis Welden  
   (Sister of Pete Kraus) 

Art Williams 

Joyce Woods 

Jim & Carol Zeart 

    (Brother-in- law of Jan) 
 

Our military & their families: 

Brent Carlson (nephew of Jan) 

Jheri Davis (US Air Force  

         Whiteman, AFB Missouri 

    

 

Edinboro Congregations:     Lake Erie Presbytery Congregations and Leaders: 
 

First Baptist Church       Polk – Rev. Larry Myers 

United Methodist Church     Fairview – Rev. Emily Zeig Lindsey 

Edinboro Community Church    Harmonsburg Presbyterian Church 

St. Augustine Episcopal Church    New Hope Church, Erie – Rev. Charlie McClung 

 


