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July 15 - 19 

COMMUNITY V.B.S. 
 

 Multiple congregations – including the Presbyterian 

Church in Edinboro – invite you to the 2019 Vacation Bible 

School. It will be five mornings of fun and faith, July 15-19.  

 This epic adventure uses a safari-based theme to 

engage the whole herd. At Roar VBS, children explore 

God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith that powers 

them through this wild life. Each day the participants travel through field-tested rotations that reinforce relevant 

Bible Points and immerse kids in new adventures. There is singing, mission stories, high-energy activities, 

memorization and cheers, arts and crafts, and an age-appropriate telling of the Bible passage for the day. 

 It’s not too late to pre-register. Everyone who signs up in advance (with a paper registration form or online 

or through the Edinboro VBS Facebook page) will receive a free t-shirt. The United Methodist Church of 

Edinboro will be our host site again this year. This is located at 113 High Street, just north of the college 

campus. Ask any questions at edinborovbs@gmail.com or call Sharon (814-464-3878) or call the Presbyterian 

Church office (814-734-3511).  

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

July 28:  OUTDOOR WORSHIP & ANNUAL COOKOUT 

 The annual outdoor worship and cookout at FUPC will be Sunday, July 28. The 10 am worship 
service will move to the picnic pavilion on the south edge of our parking lot (weather permitting).  
After the time of worship, plan to stay for some delicious grilled and picnic food. Michele and Mike 
Waltz have blessed us by providing and preparing much of this food over the past several years. 

 Be watching and listening for additional details over the next couple of weeks.    

mailto:office@edinboropresby.org
mailto:edinborovbs@gmail.com


   

From Pastor Greg 
The church…and its challenges.  This church…and our choices. 
 

 

 The church in its various forms around the globe is facing significant challenges. Persecution of some 

Christians by governmental edicts and social pressures are real and dangerous in too many parts of the 

world. Even where this faith is technically supported, in so many places church vitality is hard to find. 

 In many parts of the United States, there are challenges and catastrophes too. The culture sure appears 

more harsh and more decadent – although I’m certain that the current generation is not the only timeframe 

when this has been true. Congregations of all flavors and geographies are facing financial pressures, 

theological debates, and (probably saddest of all) self-inflicted damage. 

 It is amid this context of fretting and hand-wringing into which brilliant writer Karl Vater speaks truth 

and encouragement. He writes for Christianity Today and a very insightful blog called PIVOT, geared to 

bless smaller churches within his sphere of influence. His commentary from a few weeks ago provides very 

helpful perspective on how church members (and church leaders) should ponder all these current dilemmas 

and downfalls. The CT magazine and website give us permission to reprint that column, and you’ll find it 

included here in our July newsletter. 

 In this congregation in this corner of God’s kingdom, we are getting along pretty well by comparison. I 

wonder, though, if comparing ourselves to other congregations facing different or harder circumstances is 

the best yardstick for us. Even if we’re OK, the recent phone company commercial reminds us that “just 

‘OK’ is not okay.” First United Presbyterian’s status quo should be measured up against First United 

Presbyterian’s potential. We’re doing wonderful things, and there are more wonderful things to be done. 

 As Karl Vater says, we should not be surprised when things seem iffy (or worse). That’s been the story 

of God’s people since about Genesis 1. Yet, as we face challenges and changes, our Lord reminds us to not 

fear but trust. With God, all things are possible. With God, our prospects are available, as our challenges 

and changes are met with Christ-centered choices. I look forward to the ongoing discernment as we head 

into a bright new future. I look forward to leveraging our current strengths with the new and renewed 

opportunities which God will be sending our way. 

               Jesus’ Peace and Joy,  Greg 

 
                          

 

Sue Johnson will serve us as our next office manager 
 

 After a diligent search process by our personnel team, the session is happy to announce that 

Sue Johnson will become the next office manager for our congregation. A long-time member 

of First United, she will bring a good variety of office and customer- connections experience 

into her new work.  

     Sue began her new position on Monday, June 24. For the summer, we will start with office 

hours 10:00–2:00 on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. You may continue to use the 

same contact information: telephone (814)734-3511 and email office@edinboropresby.org.  

 Please welcome Sue to this work and offer your support for her ministry in this new role. We 

are glad to have her join our great church staff. 

 Sue follows Karen Doré, who coordinated our office and many ministries from 1988 until 

her retirement this May.  Karen has offered to help with orientation for Sue’s start-up. 

 



   

The “Confirmation Journey” in the Presbyterian Church 
 

Since early in this school year, six of our young people have been exploring their faith, scripture, 

church practices, and God’s calling on the lives of disciples. Our “Confirmation Journey” process 

invites each of them to make a faith commitment appropriate to this stage 

in life. To call this “Confirmation Journey” is very accurate: 

 CONFIRMATION: because they are confirming the vows which parents 

and others made on their behalf at their baptisms… or confirming their response 

to God’s claim on their lives, for those who were not baptized earlier by having 

their baptisms along with their confirmation. 

 JOURNEY: because this moment is not once-and-for-all. They’ve been on 

a journey of faith, and that trek will continue as they continue to grow, learn, 

discover and choose – in every chapter of their lives. 

 Typically, we offer the Confirmation Journey once every two years. 

There is no “set” age because it is ready when the young person and the 

family determine it is time, but the majority of our Confirmation Journey 

participants over the years have been in 6th through 9th grades. 

 

 

The 10:00 A.M. Summer Worship schedule 

continues through Sunday, September 1st. 
We will return to the 11:00 A.M. service starting September 8th, after Labor Day. 

 
 

DRIVERS, COOKS, and CARD SIGNERS 

Please invest an hour or two to demonstrate your love, and Christ’s love 
 

       The Deacons of First United Presbyterian are seeking a number of people who would provide meals 

(“comfort food”) for individuals and families who are experiencing illness or other hardships. Please contact 

Mary Walker at (814) 434-6452 to be added to the list of folks who can help with this important ministry.   

Watch for the addition of a Card Ministry Table in the parlor area (in the east hallway) where greeting 

cards can be found.  Marilee Wnek has, for many years, coordinated a ministry through which the deacons send 

notes to people to let them know we're thinking of them as they are celebrating or dealing with any of a variety 

of challenges. A new idea is to provide cards that will be pre-started through the deacons, then made available 

for anyone to add a sentence or two. We hope you will sign them to add more personalization before they are 

mailed out.   

The deacons are also seeking volunteers to help provide rides to people with particular needs. Many of 

these would be to Sunday morning worship or other congregational events. There may also be occasions when 

someone could use a lift to something else, maybe on a weekday. If you would be willing to be on a list of 

potential drivers, please contact any of our deacons. You can leave word with Sue Johnson in the church office. 

Drivers could be available on a consistent and predictable rotation, on an occasional basis, or for a one-time 

need. 

 

  

 

Those who have been  

on this “Journey” in the 

2018-2019 year are: 
 

Abby Walker 

Anna Williams 

Brock Cunningham 

J.C. Williams  

Morgan Frick 

Talon Frick   



   

Church & Culture:  PIVOT Blog by Karl Vaters 

What’s Wrong With The Church Today?  

Nothing That Hasn’t Been Wrong Every Other Day 
 

God has always used imperfect people and imperfect churches, because that’s all there is to work with. 
 

There’s a lot that’s wrong with the church today. Over and over, I see similar complaints: 

 “The church today is compromised!” 

 “The modern church is about entertainment!” 

 “The contemporary church is more about personalities than 

about Jesus!” 

 “Today’s preachers just say what people want to hear!” 

 “Did you see the expensive sneakers on that pastor?!” 

I don’t disagree that there’s a whole lot of mess going on. But one of the fastest ways to get me to stop 

listening is to complain about “the church today.” Why? Because it betrays a serious lack of understanding 

about church history. 

No Perfect Churches – Ever 

Yes, the church today is compromised, shallow, legalistic, petty and unforgiving. But no more than it’s 

been in every era. 

The church today is compromised, shallow, legalistic, petty and unforgiving. But no more than it’s been in 

every era. Including the over-idealized church of your childhood and of the first century. 

There has never been a perfect church. Never a church without compromise. Never a church without 

shallow, toxic people, self-serving preachers, you name it. 

The Imperfect First Century Church 

If the church had been perfect in the first century, we wouldn’t have several of the New Testament books. 

The Galatians we’re leaving grace for old-school legalism. The Ephesians very quickly lost their first love. The 

Laodiceans were lukewarm. And the Corinthians? Oh my. Where do I begin with them? Yet God used the 

faithful, imperfect, striving, in-need-of-radical-forgiveness first century church to turn the world upside-down. 

It gives me hope. 

Imperfect, But Usable 

Yes, the church has problems. It always has. And until we’re in heaven, we always will. We should never 

dismiss or downplay our need for repentance, forgiveness and holiness, but we need to stop thinking that the 

church today is less capable of being used by God than it has ever been. 

God has always used imperfect people and imperfect churches, because that’s all there is to work with. 

Which means he can use me. And the church I serve. And you. And the church you serve. No, today’s 

church is not what it should be. It’s never been what it should be That may be one of the reasons Jesus told us “I 

will build my church.” Because he knew we’d always be a work in progress. 

 

"This article first appeared on ChristianityToday.com on May 24, 2019. Used by permission of Christianity Today, Carol Stream, IL 60188." 
 

 

 

 



   

C e l e b r a t i o n s !  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Birthdays in July…        
     Vivienne Long-2

nd
                   Anniversaries in July…  

     Milly Williams-2
nd

    Molly Streiff-13
th
             Gary & Lorraine Hayes-2

nd
 

     Brayden Lebair-3
rd

   Kyle Dore'-16
th
       Andy & Marilee Wnek-4

th
 

     Beverly Hallettl-4
th
   Linda Rummel-18

th
     Richard & Betsy Walker -8

th
  

     Becky Beal-5
th
    Emily Streiff-19

th
               Anthony & Mary Beth Honeycutt-17

th
 

     Jane Cooke-5
th
   Dot Gorman-19

th
 
                       

Brad & Jill Wingler-29
th
  

     Gabriel Williams-5
th 

  Cara Frick-20
th
  

     Brian Johnson-6
th
   Alexis DeFuccia-22

nd
 
             

 

     Hilary Hobbs-12
th
       

          
Terri Markiewicz-22

nd
 

 
 

                                           Lindsey Rummel Spatholt-25
th
  

                        Grace Diley-25
th
 
   

 
                                                     

 

       Makayla Jay-25
th
                 

       Ed Payne-31
st
 

       Cameron Lawton-30
th
  

       Becky Aiken-31
st
  

  
       

          

     

July:  Adjustments to the summer schedule 
 
Several typical monthly events will not happen in July, taking a bit of a summer break.  
Here is how to make your plans: 

The “First Wednesday” all-congregation dinner will NOT take place in July. 
Please plan for the First Wednesday of next month, August 7th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
The Session (Council of Elders), Deacons, and most ministry teams take July and 
December off. The next All-Team Night will be August 7th following the meal. 
Deacons resume their second-Sunday meetings on August 11th, shortly after 
worship. The Session typically meets at 7:00 p.m. on whichever Thursday falls from 
the 9th through the 15th. The next meeting of the elders will be August 15th. 
 
 

Table and Chair Rental:  Please contact the church office for use of tables and chairs.  Please note the 

cushioned yellow and tan chairs are no longer able to be borrowed from the building. 

 

 

Mission Statement 

First United Presbyterian Church of Edinboro, Pennsylvania 

 

As children of God, we worship to renew our  

faith through the Word, prayer, music, and fellowship. 

As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors with compassion, offering  

hope and healing. 

As heirs of the Holy Spirit, we invite and welcome all with  

love to enjoy God’s grace 



   

 

 

Becky Aiken 

Isabelle Anderson 

    (Friend of Wanita Kennedy) 

Bev Andrews  

    (Friend of Marilee) 

Cheryl Andrews 

Judy Baer 

    (Daughter of Art &  

      Harriet Smaltz) 

Susie Baquerizo 

     (Friend of Joanne Pavolko) 

Shari Bufalino  

Diane Beusch 

    (Sister In-law of Sue Payne) 

Taylor Bowen 

    (Friend of Gail Dylewski) 

Tammy Bower  

   (Co-worker of Shari Gould) 

Linda Brice 

Emma Burkell 

Sam Cain 

    (Friend of Makayla Jay) 

Alice Carnes 

Carolyn Crawford 

Karen Culver  

   (Sister of Lorraine Hayes) 

Seth Davis 

    (Niece’s husband of  

               Gail & Bob Dylewski) 

Ethan Dietz  

Everitt Dershem  

John Duvall  
   (Brother-in-law of Wanita      

     Kennedy) 

Gail Dylewski 

Jeanne Edwards  
   (Friends of Kraus family) 

Carrie Fiske 

    (Niece of Becky Veith) 

Gail Giacomelli 

    (Secretary/Elmwood Church)  

Buck & Joye Gillispie 

    (Pastor Greg’s parents) 

Ruth Hazlett  

   (Sister of Sue Payne) 

Becky Hover 

Randy Hunsberger 

    (Friend of Pete Kraus) 

 

Todd Jay 

Cindy Jenkins 

    (Niece of Sue Walker)  

Dennis & Mary Johnson 

Betty Jolly 

    (Friend of Dorothy Iovino) 

David Kushner 

John Kutz 

Betty Lewis 

Paul Martinson 

Irene Mascharka 

Joanne McDonald  

    (Friend of Cliff & Joni Cox) 

Christine McGee 

    (Cousin of Doug Roberts) 

Shirley McKay 

Francy McLallen 

    (Friend of Lorraine Hayes) 

Kelcey Meeker  (Niece of 

Mike & Becky Meeker)               

Bonnie Minel  

    (Friend of Marilee) 

James Moyer 

Julie Osborn 

    (Sister of Bob Dylewski) 
 

Mirana Ormsy 

(Granddaughter of Art & 

Harriet Smaltz) 

Sue Pesta 

   (Mother of Sandy Fiscus) 

Nelson & Evelyn Porter         

(Friends of Ed & Sue Payne) 

Pat Ptasick  

   (Friend of Marilee) 

Sue Ralph 

    (Friend of Marilee) 
 

Jenny Rene 

    (Friend of Lorraine Hayes) 

David Roberts 

Eileen Roberts  

   (Mother of Doug) 

Michelle Ruland 

    (Friend of Sue Walker) 

Sue Schweichler  

   (Friend of Pauline Kraus) 

Brooklyn Shambaugh & 

family (daughter of high school    

    friend of Dianna Markiewicz) 

Louise Snyder 

 

 

Katie Staynoff 

Karen Teed 

Perry Thomas 

Dan Walker 

Ian Welden 

    (Nephew of Pete Kraus)          

Phyllis Welden  
   (Sister of Pete Kraus) 

Art Williams 

Joyce Woods 

Jim & Carol Zeart 

    (Brother-in-law of Jan) 

Our military & their families: 

Brent Carlson (nephew of Jan) 

Jheri Davis (US Air Force  

         Whiteman, AFB Missouri 

Presbytery of Lake Erie      

July Prayer Calendar: 

Girard Presbyterian 

    Pastor Nicola Vitiello 

    Rev. Harvey Boal(HR) 

    Rev. Jim Moelk 

North Warren  

     Rev. Buddy Ward 

     Rev. Ronee Christy, 

     Moderator of Presbytery 

Cranesville, Bethel 

     Rev. John Dietz, 

     Temporary Supply 

      “Bobbie"Gray, Director 

       Presbyterian Homes 

Cambridge Springs 

       Rev. Tommy O’Leary, 

        Temporary Supply 

        Rev. Frank Duncan (HR) 

Edinboro Area Churches 

July Prayer Calendar: 

St. Augustine Episcopal 
 

Each month we list loved ones 

and friends who have been asked 

to be included in our prayers. On 

a rotation system we list these 

names in our Sunday bulletins. 

When a person has been on the 

list for a year, we remove that 

name unless we are asked to have 

prayers continued. Please share 

your updates when new and 

renewed concerns arise as God 

hears and answers our prayers. 

 



   

ERIE CITY MISSION 

City Mission comes out to the church the morning of the 3rd Wed., of each month to pick 

up donated items.  Items may be dropped off and stored in the coat room on Sunday 

mornings or Mon.-Thurs., 9am-3pm.   Please secure items in boxes or bags.  Call 452-4421 

for larger pick-ups from your home.  Contributions may be tax deductible.  Please see Sue 

in the church office if a tax form is needed. 

 

 IN KIND DONATIONS ACCEPTED 

 

CLOTHES  – MEN’S,  WOMEN’S, CHILDREN’S ALL SEASONS / ALL SIZES / 

ALL TYPES / GOOD AS WELL AS (CLEAN) WORN CLOTHING / HATS / SHOES / 

HANDBAGS / BELTS 
 

FURNITURE -  LIVING ROOM, DINING ROOM, KITCHEN, OUTDOOR, 

BEDROOM FRAMES /  MATTRESSES / BOX SPRINGS / PILLOWS / CARPETING / 

END TABLES /    DRESSERS / SOFAS / CHAIRS / NIGHT STANDS/ LAMPS / 

PORTABLE TVS 
 

APPLIANCES – VARIOUS TYPES (SMALL ONLY) VACUUM CLEANERS / 

CLOCKS / TOASTERS / IRONS/ RADIOS / RECORD  PLAYERS / HOUSEWARES / 

KITCHENWARE / DISHES / GLASSES 
 

MISCELLANEOUS-     JEWELRY / LINENS / CURTAINS / DRAPES / 

COLLECTABLES / BICYCLES /  PICTURES / PAINTINGS / KNICK-KNACKS / 

TOOLS / TOYS / RECORDS 

 

DONATIONS WE WISH TO DISCOURAGE 
 

NO LARGE APPLIANCES      -     MOVIE SCREENS  

- DISHWASHERS      -  MOVIE PROJECTORS   

-  TELEPHONES       -  HEATERS – ALL TYPES   

- REFRIGERATORS       -  AIR CONDITIONERS 

- CLOTHES DRYERS     -  SLEEPER SOFAS 

- CLOTHES WASHERS     -  WATERBEDS 

- FREEZERS        -  BUILDING MATERIALS 

- TV &  STEREO COMBINATIONS  -  TOILETS 

- FLOOR MODEL TVS     -  BABY CRIBS/PLAY PENS (IN  

- ELECTRIC STOVES/GAS STOVES     ORDER TO ACCEPT A 

CRIB/PLAY  

- MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS      PEN-THERE MUST BE NO MORE 

- SPORTING GOODS       THAN 2 3/8” BETWEEN BARS) 

- CAMERAS 

- ENCYCLOPEDIAS / BOOKS 

   
 


