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                               DECEMBER 2018 PRESBY PRESS NEWSLETTER 
From the Pastor 

Greeting the Season … with an attitude of expectant preparation 

The busy, sacred, exciting, joyous, stressful countdown toward Christmas is in full swing. The month of 

December has a full range of expectations, obligations and distractions. This season can simultaneously be “the 

most wonderful time of the year” and a dreaded list of overwhelming, overwhelmed priorities. 

It is exactly into such realities of “real life” that Jesus Christ came incarnate and “dwelt among us”, full of 

grace and truth. The recently-deceased Presbyterian pastor/poet/professor Eugene Peterson translated this truth 

from the prologue to John’s Gospel this way in Bible paraphrase The Message: The Word of God “became flesh 

and blood and moved into the neighborhood.” Jesus meets us where we live, how we are, and amid the anxieties 

and delights. 

Because Jesus meets us, I’m convinced that we will do better for ourselves and the people around us when 

we live more fully toward the heart of the upcoming Holiday of the Incarnation. The rituals of the season of 

Advent can draw you and I closer toward this.  

Advent is the season of four or so weeks, including the four Sundays preceding Christmas Day. The 

Christian calendar has a twin focus for Advent. One: Christians recall the anticipation of the Messiah’s arrival 

at a time that most people did not expect, some 2,000 years ago. Prophets had foretold it, the people of God had 

prayed for it, and the religious and secular worlds were transformed by this crucial event. The Old and New 

Testaments tell the stories of those who had hoped for God’s transformative entrance into the world. Isaiah, 

Micah, Anna, Simeon, the astrologers from the east, and so many others were watching and waiting. In our time 

we know how long it will be until Christmas Eve – whether or not we are ready for it. We understand the story, 

and we can enter into their experience. We can learn from how they lived into the reality that arrived for them. 

Two: Advent also holds before us the prophesied prospect that the Lord is coming again. Jesus’ second 

advent/arrival is just as certain, and for many will be just as unexpected. As we observe this holy season, we 

become partners with those who anticipated the first advent, but didn’t know for sure when or how. How are we 

to live into the reality which will arrive for us? 

Advent is our time to ponder how to live into hope amid uncertainty. I encourage us to utilize the faith rituals 

available to us to draw us out of the stresses and overscheduling – beyond and above the “ordinary-ness” of the 

culture, the economy and the mundane aspects of December life.  

Live each of these Advent days with gentle attitude of expectation – Jesus will show up for you, even if it is 

in a method and timeframe other than what might expect. Invest time daily and weekly for the tasks of 

preparation – preparation beyond shopping and planning and wrapping, but preparation of our souls for Jesus 

dwelling with us. Worship with us on Sundays and Christmas Eve. Use the d365.org online daily devotional to 

refocus. Commit to acts of meditation on the Gospel hope. Seek out the multitude signs of beauty and peace in 

the music, the children’s delight, the charitable opportunities. Include your soul’s preparation on the lists you 

make daily and check twice. Advent gives us the double reminders: Jesus has come (which is very good news), 

and Jesus will come and dwell with you where you are (which is very good news)!  I wish you Advent Peace, in 

anticipation of Christmas Joy.  

                                           Greg 

mailto:office@edinboropresby.org


   

 

If you have intentions to make gifts through this church to be noted during 2018, we want you to know that 

renewed emphasis on tax laws require that all contributions for this year must be received by the church no later 

than December 31. Anything after that must be recorded for 2019. 

 If you have questions about your giving record for 2018 or your plans for 2019. Also, if you might consider 

a “non-traditional” donation – such as stock, tangible assets, or gifts through a required IRA distribution, those 

should be completed before the end of the year as well. Pastor Greg and the Presbyterian Foundation website 

can provide helpful information for your consideration. (For example, a contribution directly from an IRA of 

someone 70½ or older is likely to have tax advantages.) Find a link on the First Presbyterian Facebook page or 

call 734-3511. 

 
 

 

Living Simply, Living Gratefully 
 We have 38 households who have made commitments through our “Live 

Simply” emphasis for God’s ministry next year through Edinboro First 

Presbyterian. These estimates of giving now total of $117,476.00. The leaders of 

the congregation are grateful for everyone who faithfully contribute to the 

financial health of this congregation’s life and work, those who provided estimate 

cards, as well as those who make ongoing contributions.  

 
 
 

Silent Night:  A Christmastime 
Bicentennial  

      The classic hymn, “Silent Night,” first made its debut 200 years ago 

on Christmas Eve of 1818 at the St. Nicholas chapel in Oberndorf bei 

Salzburg, Austria. The melody by composer Franz Gruber is instantly 

recognizable from the first few notes, and the original text by Joseph 

Mohr has been translated from the original German into over 140 

languages. In 1914, just four years shy of the 100th anniversary of 

“Silent Night,” the soldiers fighting World War I along the Western 

Front held a ceasefire in some areas out of mutual respect for the 

holiday. Members from opposing sides exchanged gifts and stories with 

one another, played games, and sang Christmas carols together, 

including the beloved hymn “Silent Night.” Today, churches all over the 

world gather together each year on Christmas Eve to join hands, light 

candles, sing “Silent Night,” and participate in a timeless tradition of 

inimitable ritual power. 

                                                                                -- Dr. Marcia McFee 

                                 WorshipDesignStudio.com 

https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/year-end-giving/
https://www.history.com/news/world-war-is-christmas-truce-100-years-ago


   

THE PERFECT GIFT 
In the lead up to Christmas, many of us spend time in search of the perfect gift — the gift that 

communicates to friends and family how much we know and love them. We search our memories for 
indications of what gift might cause the faces of our loved ones to light up. We scour the stores and 
shops, hoping to come across the thing that will communicate a depth of love that our words cannot. 

 
Jesus came to live among us, bringing light into darkness, and reconciliation to God and to one 

another. A perfect gift from a gracious God. As important as gifts to loved ones are, the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) gives throughout the year through the Christmas Joy Offering, drawing us back to the 
manger and God’s perfect gift to us. 

 
 During this Advent Season, we celebrate leadership; past, present and future through support 

of the Christmas Joy Offering. We do so because church leaders greatly impact our lives of faith, 
walking with us down the path to be more like Jesus. We want future leaders for the church and 
world, like those educated at our 
Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges equipping communities of color to 
reflect the wideness of God’s intended 
diversity, and we want those church 
leaders and their families who find 
themselves grappling with a critical 
financial need to have the resources 
they need. For those supported through 
the Christmas Joy Offering, this help is 
truly a gift from above. May our gifts, 
and the leaders who receive them, point 
us always to the truth of the one whose 
birth we celebrate, Jesus Christ — the 
truly perfect gift.  

 
First United Presbyterian Church 

will collect gifts for this year’s Christmas 
Joy Offering on each Sunday during 
December. Use the special envelopes or 
mark your check “Christmas Joy”. Your 
generous gifts will support the 
Assistance Program which helps 
mission workers and servants of the 
church in crisis, as well as the next 
generation of church leaders who are 
receiving their vocational training at 
PC(USA)’s racial-ethnic schools. 
  



   

Election of deacons and elders 

Congregational meeting on December 2 
The annual congregational election meeting takes place Sunday, December 2, near the end of the 11:00 

worship. The Officer Nominating Committee will present to you its report on nominees for our next group of 

church leaders. That committee will nominate:  

 

   For elder:     Cara Frick, Joann Walker, Lianne Walker, Jan Zeart 
    

   For deacon:  Joyce Overheim, Jan Schulz, Gabe Williams.  
 

Gabe's would be a one-year term, while all others are nominated for three years. Additional nominees are 

also welcomed, prior to December 2 or during the meeting. Speak with Sarah Jay or Greg Gillispie if you have 

questions about the process to nominate and elect ordained leaders. 

Ordained officers are chosen for a particular time by God who speaks through the voice of the 

congregation. The Presbyterian understanding is that members of the church have the unique privilege and 

responsibility to elect their own leaders. 

The ministry of elders centers around discernment and governance. Elders are “chosen by the congregation 

to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to strengthen and nurture its faith and life. Elders, 

together with ministers of the Word and Sacrament, exercise leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and 

discipline and have responsibilities for the life of a congregation as well as the wider church.” 

The ministry of deacons center around compassion and service. As set forth in Scripture deacons “share in 

the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, 

those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress.” 

 Quoted definitions are from the Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

 

 

 

Heartfelt Congratulations! 

Welcoming their second child are Kelly and Eric Moccia.  Brooklynn Mae was born on 

Thanksgiving Day, November 22, 2018.  She weighed 7lbs. 1 oz. and was 20.25 long.   

Brooklynn joins her two year old brother, Miller.  Happy grandparents are Randy and Debbie 

Mehlenbacher and great grandparents, Art and Carolyn Crawford! A pink flower was placed in 

the sanctuary in honor of Brooklynn.   

 
 

Dear Session Members,  
Please either email your 2018 end of the year review report on your committee (team) for the 2018 Annual 

Report or submit your report to Karen in the office by January  15, 2019.  THANK YOU!!  
 

 

 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 

Join a four week long Advent Bible study based on the book "Not a Silent Night: Mary 

Looks Back to Bethlehem," by Rev. Adam Hamilton. Beginning  Dec.2-Dec. 16 we will 

watch video sermons to help us know and understand Mary, a woman from humble means 

who found favor with God. The study looks through Mary's eyes at the events surrounding 

the final years of her life and then moves backward through the crucifixion and 

resurrection, to the birth of Jesus. We will meet at 9:30 AM in the Youth Room.  

 



   

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
 We invite all to decorate the church for the Christmas season on Wednesday, Dec. 5

th
, beginning at 5p.m.  

Deacons will provide pizza at break time!   

The regularly scheduled 1
st
 Wed. Dinner and All Team meetings will not be held in December. 

 

 

  CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
On Monday evening, December 24th, beginning at 7:30 p.m. we will have our Christmas Eve 

Service. Come and bring the whole family as we celebrate the birth of Christ with scripture and 

song. Music by the Chancel Choir and the Bell Choir will enhance the festivity of the service. We 

will close with the lighting of the candles and the singing of Silent Night. 

Join us for a great beginning to your Christmas. 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDERS:  Orders are now being taken for Christmas 

Poinsettias. Please complete the slip below and either mail it, or drop it off at the church office. Paid 

order should be placed on or before Dec. 16th. Please indicate who the poinsettia will be in memory 

of / in honor of. We will print a list of names and who the plant is for in our Dec. 23rd Sunday 

bulletin and Christmas Eve bulletin. 

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 
 

 
 

I, _____________________________________________________________________ would like to purchase  

(#)________ Poinsettia plant(s) at the cost of $7.50 each. 
 
 

Poinsettia Plant in honor of_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

(and /or) in memory of_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

(Please make checks payable to First United Presbyterian Church / incl. in memo: Poinsettia) (Envelopes may 

be placed in the offering plates or brought to the church office.  We will print a list of names and who the plant 

is for in our Dec. 23rd Sunday bulletin & Christmas Eve bulletin.  Please place orders on or before 12/16. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHILDREN SERVED BY THE FOOD PANTRY 
Our church will again join other community churches in giving gifts to kids whose families rely on our Food 

Pantry. Look for ornament gift tags for these gifts in the Fellowship Hall. Please sign your tag out on the list 

provided. The gift tags, showing the age and gender of the children, should be taped directly to the 

UNWRAPPED gift & placed in a GIFT BAG. The gifts need to be returned to the church by Dec. 9th.   
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR HERMITAGE HOUSE 
We have been asked to participate in the Hermitage House Christmas giving again this year.  

We have been given 12 student names to purchase & wrap a gift for.  

Each tag has a name & gift suggestions on it, ranging in prices from $15 to $20. Please sign your tag out on the 

list provided, beside it's corresponding name. WRAPPED Gifts with tag attached need to be back at the 

church for pick-up by Dec. 16th. The residents of the Hermitage House give back to their community by 

volunteering at the Edinboro Food Pantry, participating in Operation Christmas Child, making blankets, ringing 

the bell for The Salvation Army, and helping with the Garden of Edin. The members of the Mission Team hope 

that we as a congregation can put a little Merry in their Christmas by remembering them in our prayers & with a 

gift for them under their tree. Thank you for your support! 
 



   

 

 

Becky Aiken 

Isabelle Anderson 

    (Friend of Wanita Kennedy) 

Cheryl Andrews 

Judy Baer 

    (Daughter of Art & Harriet           

                                      Smaltz) 

Diane Beusch 

    (Sister In-law of Sue Payne) 

Taylor Bowen 

    (Friend of Gail Dylewski) 

Tammy Bower  

   (Co-worker of Shari Gould) 

Emma Burkell 

Sam Cain 

    (Friend of Makayla Jay) 

Alice Carnes 

Carolyn Crawford 

Karen Culver  

   (Sister of Lorraine Hayes) 

Seth Davis 

    (Niece’s husband of  

               Gail & Bob Dylewski) 

Ethan Dietz  

John Duvall  
   (Brother-in-law of Wanita      

                                    Kennedy) 

Jeanne Edwards  
   (Friends of Kraus family) 

Bob Farmer  
   (Friend of Kraus family) 

Carrie Fiske 

    (Niece of Becky Veith) 

Gail Giacomelli 

    (Secretary/ Elmwood Presby.  

                                      Church) 

Joye Gillispie 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ruth Hazlett  

   (Sister of Sue Payne) 

Becky Hover 

Randy Hunsberger 

    (Friend of Pete Kraus) 

Todd Jay 

Cindy Jenkins 

    (Niece of Sue Walker)  

Dale Johnson 

Dennis & Mary Johnson 

Betty Jolly 

    (Friend of Dorothy Iovino) 

David Kushner 

Betty Lewis 

Anna Leeds 

    (Granddaughter of John &  

                            JoAnn Austin) 

Savannah Lyons 

    (Friend of Joanne Pavolko) 

Paul Martinson 

Joanne McDonald 

(friend/neighbor of Cliff & Joni  

                                            Cox) 

Christine McGee 

    (Cousin of Doug Roberts) 

Francy McLallen 

    (Friend of Lorraine Hayes) 

Kelcey Meeker 

    (Niece of Mike & Becky             

                                      Meeker) 

James Moyer 

Julie Osborn 

    (Sister of Bob Dylewski) 

Mirana Ormsy 

    (Granddaughter of Art &          

                           Harriet Smaltz) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Pesta 

   (Mother of Sandy Fiscus) 

Nelson & Evelyn Porter     

     (Friends of Ed & Sue Payne) 

Pat Ptasick  

   (Friend of Marilee) 

Sue Ralph 

    (Friend of Marilee) 
 

Jenny Rene 

    (Friend of Lorraine Hayes) 

David Roberts 

Eileen Roberts  

   (Mother of Doug) 

Michelle Ruland 

    (Friend of Sue Walker) 

Sue Schweichler  

   (Friend of Pauline Kraus) 

Katie Staynoff 

Carol Stein 

    (Friend of Joanne Pavolko) 

Karen Teed 

Perry Thomas 

Betsy Walker 

Ian Welden 

    (Nephew of Pete Kraus)          

Phyllis Welden  
   (Sister of Pete Kraus) 

Art Williams 

Joyce Woods 

Jim & Carol Zeart 

    (Brother-in- law of Jan) 
 

Our Military & Their 

Families: 

Brent Carlson (nephew of Jan) 

Jheri Davis (US Air Force  

         Whiteman, AFB Missouri)

Our Church Mission Team had a request for special prayer for several children in Belize.  The writer was Shermaine   

Post, Missionary and wife of Pr. Stephen (Padre) Post. - Jamie Tracy, Susie Westby, Whitney Garbutt, Denzel 

Garbutt and little Stephanie Logan, Good Shepherd Mission in Belize.  The letter states that "these small children 

have very immediate, urgent needs that only God can help with." 
                  

                                                        ************************************* 

Each monthly newsletter we list family members & friends who have been asked to be included in our prayers. On a 

rotation system we list the same names in our Sunday bulletins. When a person has been on the list for more than 

year, we remove that name, unless we are asked to have prayers continued. Please help update this list when new or 

renewed concerns arise as God answers our prayers



   

Restorative Yoga Class:  Experience supported yoga postures and breathing techniques to heal the effects of 

holiday stress on Monday, Dec.17th, 6-7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. Yoga mats are available, please bring a blanket & 

2 firm bed pillows. Donations gratefully accepted for the Garden of Edin. 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Greg Gillispie        
 

Music Director:  Mr. Mark Brice    
 

Accompanist:  Mrs.  Gena Shirley    
 

 

Bell Choir Director:  Mr. Randy Mehlenbacher    
 

 

Financial Secretary:  Mrs. Sue Walker     
 

 Secretary:  Mrs. Karen Dore’    
 

Treasurer:  Mr. Tom Hover    
 

Custodian:  Mr. Art Crawford   
 

 

Sunday Worship Service:  11AM     
 

Sunday School:  Sunday mornings, 11:15AM       
 

Bell Practice:  Mon. at 7:30PM   
 

Choir Practice: Wed. 7:30PM & Sun. 10:40AM        
 

Church Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 9AM – 3PM  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     “FIRST WEDNESDAY DINNER” 

Every first Wednesday of the month, (next meeting is Jan. 9th) the entire Congregation is invited to “First 

Wednesday Dinner" at 6:00 PM.  RSVP & monetary donations appreciated for dinner - but not necessary!   To RSVP 

you may either email or phone the church office. All Ages are welcomed! 

We encourage you to stay for a Team Meeting at 6:30.  Teams Meeting are Children & Youth Ministry, Mission, 

Fellowship, Facilities, & Worship.  For more information contact the church office 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP OUT!  
Each Sunday, we have opportunities for people to get involved. If you would be willing to be a greeter, usher, pass 

the offering plates, help with coffee/refreshment time, or read a prayer or a reading (training and practice offered!), 

call or email Karen in the church. She will get you connected to the right person to answer your questions or get you 

scheduled. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

   Mission Statement 
First United Presbyterian Church of Edinboro, Pennsylvania 

 

As children of God, we worship to renew our  

faith through the Word, prayer, music, and fellowship. 

As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors with compassion, offering  

hope and healing. 

As heirs of the Holy Spirit, we invite and welcome all with  

love to enjoy God’s grace. 



   

 

 

 

 

Birthdays in December     

Katie Johnson-1st          Becky Hover-25th          

Bethany Markiewicz-2nd    Caleb Wingler-26th  

Miller Moccia-6th     Thelma Pascaran-26th  

Lydia Johnson-7th     Abigail Walker-27th    

Dean Johnson-7th    James C. Williams-29th 

Alex Jay-9th       Evan Mehlenbacher -29th 

Kayley Waltz-9th                              Joe Markiewicz-31st  

Kim Streiff-13
th

     

Tim Stancliff-14th     

Audra Johnson-16th        

Abbey Averitt – 17th      

Marilee Wnek-17th    

Mary Beth Honeycutt-17th          Anniversaries 

Ben Dore’-17th            John & JoAnn Austin-16th     

Madison Teed-18th            Brian & Heather Zimmerman-17th              

Joann Walker-19
th

                                                   

Karen Dore’-19th    

Morgan Frick-19
th

     

Lauren Falco-20th     

Buzz Walker-21
st
  

Marcia Gillispie-22nd  

Darryl Lawton-23rd     
 

 

Photos, photos, photos 

Help us tell our story visually  
We need some of the photos you take of First 
Presbyterian’s activities and projects. 
We can share these in our promotion to 
members and friends, and add a visual zest to 
our efforts to reach out to others. Please e-mail 
your church-related photos to Karen Doré. 
 
Association of Presbyterian Church 

Educators…Weekly newsletter from the APCE:  

Torches and Candles is available online.  Click 

above link to receive the eNews. It’s not just a great 

resource for spiritual formation leaders but for 

anyone looking to strengthen ones faith. 

Newsletter 
 

Share a ride to church events 
    Some people may need a ride to worship, once in a while or on a more frequent basis. This could 
include our members and friends with mobility limitations, those who no longer drive, or perhaps even 
college students who are in Edinboro without a car. 
    If you can offer a ride (occasionally or more often), please let the pastor or one of the deacons know. If 
you would like to carpool here on Sunday mornings or for another event, please do let us know. 
 

http://advocateblog.apcenet.org/2018/09/10/torches-and-candles/

