
 
 

 

                                            

           

    

    
 
   

           

                    DECEMBER, 2017 PRESBY PRESS NEWSLETTER  

                                         

From the Pastor 
 

What might YOU want for Christmas?   (…Get ready, gently!) 
 December is a time of expectancy. Expectations abound with each of the holidays, but Christmastime is 

perhaps full of the widest and most diverse range of hopes, priorities, stresses, over scheduling and all those 

trimmings. Parties and concerts, children’s programs and greeting cards, Black Friday and Cyber Monday and 

Giving Tuesday, delightful gatherings and dreaded obligations. Some around us are eager for the festivities and 

cookies and gift exchanges. Yet, honestly, there are other people whose approach the holiday season with worry 

and grief, as the realities of budgets and loneliness and other hard feelings are predominant. 

 Yes indeed, the “hopes and fears of all the years” mingle together as the cultural excesses and the 

spiritually profound significance of Jesus’ nativity arrives once again. 

 So, my question for each of us (me included) is: What are you expecting this Christmas? There certainly is 

the wish list we present to Santa Claus. [By the way, that jolly man has been spreading evidences of the Gospel 

of the Babe of Bethlehem for quite a long, long, long number of years. He’s quite the Saint!] There’s also the 

planning ahead, whether you’re arranging a party platter, or arranging how to spend time with all the sides of 

the family tree, as far-flung as they might be. This might be “yet another” year when “Christmas” is different 

than it used to be, or 2017 might be the first time when the traditions have to change, because of circumstances 

that are new this time around. 

 In the original Nativity story – as well as in our time – there were huge numbers of people who were not 

expecting that a life-changing Messiah would show up. Still the Babe of Bethlehem came to them. Others, 

though, have had great expectations, knowing the prophesies and promises of Almighty God. There can be a 

deep sense of expectation. More than the social and cultural rituals. When Advent truly becomes a season of 

preparation and expectation, our spirits aren’t just “merry and bright” – we become ready for Jesus’s real 

presence among us. This process brings about something fantastic, something profound, something simple, 

something quiet and tender.  

 In keeping with the familiar numerics of the Leapers and Dancers and Pipers and Songbirds who show up 

this time of year, I offer to you 12 potential ways to discover ways to align your expectations with the deepest, 

truest reality which Jesus’ advent and birth can bring. Even if you don’t do the whole dozen, please consider 

how your expectations – and actions – can warm your heart with the Good News which we celebrate, especially 

this month. God’s promised Messiah is on the way! Anew!  

 I so look forward to sharing the Advent and Christmas with you, all the Edinboro Presbyterians, and the 

guests who will be among us for worship and enlightenment. 

Greg 

12. Spend daily time with an Advent Devotional, whether it’s a printed booklet or online [such as d365.org].. Read the entire 
Scripture and its content.                       

11. Save each Christmas card and letter in a special box. Then, each day in January, pick out one: Pray                         
specifically for that person or family; maybe send them a more-extensive note or e-mail. 

10. Play a game one evening, or schedule an afternoon for the whole family or a group of friends. It doesn’t matter if it’s 
Monopoly or Yahtzee or Charades or Hungry Hungry Hippos. Enjoy time together, and laugh. Maybe you get together 
to decode the Christmas Song Puzzle in this newsletter. Relieve happy memories. Make new ones. 

9.  Volunteer an hour where you usually don’t, visit a care center, or go caroling (maybe December 17?)  

 



   

8.  As you make your favorite goodies, bake an extra dozen, and drop them off to a neighbor. 

7.  Spend time in Scripture. Luke 1, Matthew 1, Micah 4, and Malachi 4 particularly lead us up toward  December 25. 
Consider how the people of God waited for God’s promise to show itself, but there were decades – even centuries – 
when God’s prophets weren’t saying much.)  

6. Decide in advance to attend worship, studies and reflection times.  

5. Set a goal of charitable Christmas giving. Make it a meaningful amount for you, or tie it to something equal to 

what you spend on wrapping paper, postage, or on Christmas decorations. 

4.  Pray for the neighborhoods and nations of the world. Pray for the refugees and government officials, the third-shift 
workers and the innkeepers of today. The Christmas story still includes all of them. 

3.  Attend a Christmas concert or school program, even if you don’t have a child or grandchild in it.  

2.  Look up all the verses of “Away in a Manger”. Read them prayerfully and devotionally. 

1.  Remember what Christmas is all about. Let this Jesus offer you the gift of “comfort and joy!” 

 

 

Thank you to all the young people who are helping to lead worship this month as Advent readers and candle 

lighters. You are reminding us that Jesus the Messiah brings brightness and peace and hope to your lives. 

 

Set aside some holiday-season stress, and put a 

Christmas song at the forefront for a little while 
 Here is one fun way to “lighten up” your Advent. The sounds of the season can bring “comfort and joy” to 

individuals and households, especially among a congregation like ours which celebrates our music so much. 

The puzzle below gives you a chance to set your hearts and minds singing. Try this on your own, or take 20 or 

30 minutes as a family, to identify these popular December songs. For example:  “ J L M T I K “ would be 

“Jesus Loves Me, This I Know”. 

 
 

 

 



   

Options for year-end giving provide ways to expand ministries 
 

The end of each year is an important time for many people to express their gratitude and enact their faith 

through contributions to churches and other charitable entities. Each person’s financial situation is unique, and 

there are a variety of ways you can support your local church and expand Christ-centered mission, while 

gaining tax benefits. The following is a brief overview of your options.  You are encouraged to speak to your 

local pastor or your financial advisor for your particular situation. The Presbyterian Foundation is also available 

to discuss with you these possible types of gift plans: 
 

Cash – This is the most common charitable gifts in the form of checks and electronic transfers.  When you 

itemize your tax deductions, gifts of cash may be used to eliminate federal income tax on up to half of your 

adjusted gross income – you may also be eligible for state income tax savings.  
 

Stocks, Bonds or Mutual Funds – Using appreciated financial securities, for your charitable giving, can 

provide you with additional tax savings since you do not realize long-term capital gains and the current value, 

rather than your cost, may be reported as an itemized deduction. 
 

 

Retirement plans – Charitable donations from 

some IRAs are now permanent.  Donors over 70 

½ years can make charitable gifts directly from 

their IRA funds under a tax law provision made 

permanent in December of 2015.  Please call the 

Presbyterian Foundation for more details or talk 

to your financial advisor. 
  
Endowment – the funds are often used to create 

a memorial or a legacy gift that will provide a 

source of support to your church in perpetuity. 
 

Donor-Advised Fund – combine all your giving 

into one fund and take a charitable contribution 

tax deduction for this year.  You can then make 

grants from the fund to the mission and 

ministries you wish to support throughout the 

year. 
 

For details connect with the Presbyterian 

Foundation at www.presbyterianfoundation.org 

or 800-858-6127, option 2. Click the underlined 

topics for direct links. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First united Presbyterian Church  

4281 Rte 6N East, Edinboro, Pa.  16412 / Church office: (814) 734-3511 

Church e-mail:  office@edinboropresby.org / Church website:  edinboropresby.org 

Pastor Greg invites your call or message ANY day or night of the week. 

Local phone:  732-0058 (forwards to him 24/7 )Txt/ Cell phone:  (814) 657-4782 

https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/Ways-To-Give/IRA.aspx
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/Ways-To-Give/Permanent-Endowment-Fund.aspx
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/Ways-To-Give/Donor-Advised-Fund.aspx
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/Ways-To-Give/Year-End-Giving.aspx
mailto:office@edinboropresby.org


   

 

 

   HANGING OF THE GREENS / FIRST WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

        ALL hands on deck for the decorating of the church for the Christmas season!     

Wed., Dec. 6th during First Wednesday Night, beginning at 5p.m.   

Fellowship Team will provide a macaroni and cheese buffet at break time! 

 The regularly scheduled Team meetings will not be held. 
 
 

PAGEANT TIME!: 

 Our Annual Sunday School Christmas Program will be held on Sunday, December 17th, during church.  Please 

see Shari Gould at church or call her at 734-4919 or email slgould1026@gmail.com if you would like to be 

involved.    
 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

Please join us for caroling on Sunday evening, December 17th!  We will meet at the church at 7 pm.  

If you know of someone who would enjoy hearing our Christmas wishes in song, please call the church office 

(734-3511) or Mary Walker at 434-6452.  

After caroling, we'll return to the church for a brief time of refreshments and fellowship.   

Here's hoping for a great turnout- bring your friends! 
 

 

                   CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

We thank all those who are participating in the purchasing of gifts for students at Hermitage 

House, and those children served by the Edinboro Food Pantry.  All tags have been 

distributed! Please have WRAPPED GIFTS for the Hermitage House students with tag 

attached back at the church for pick-up by Dec. 10.  The gift tags, showing the age & 

gender of the children served by the Food Pantry, should be taped directly to the 

UNWRAPPED gift and placed in a GIFT BAG.  These gifts also need to be back to the 

church by Dec. 10.        
 

 

 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

 Sunday evening, December 24th, at 7:30 p.m. we will have our Christmas Eve Service. 

Come and bring the whole family as we celebrate the birth of Christ with scripture and song. 

Music by the Chancel Choir & the Bell Choir will enhance the festivity of the service.  

We will close with the lighting of the candles and the singing of Silent Night.  

Join us for a great beginning to your Christmas. 
 

 

 

 

                 YOUTH OF LAKE ERIE PRESBYERY SKI WEEKEND! 

What good youth we have in our churches! And good leaders with a heart for our young adults! 

Plans are underway to have a presbytery wide ski weekend retreat on Sunday and Monday 

February 18 and 19 at Camp Mission Meadows on Lake Chautauqua. 

The camp has an indoor pool and gym with climbing walls; clean dorms and delicious food. 

We will go to Peak and Peek on Monday for a ski day and conclude around 5 pm that day. 

           Application forms will be available as soon as the details are agreed upon. 
 

 

mailto:slgould1026@gmail.com


   

ALS MEMORIAL LUNCH:  The Edinboro Rotary will be conducting its 3rd Annual ALS Memorial Lunch 

honoring Dave Giltinan on Sunday, December 10 from 11am to 1pm at the Edinboro United Methodist 

Church on 113 High Street.  The menu will include a variety of homemade soups, sandwiches and salad.  The 

cost is a donation made to the Western Pennsylvania Chapter of the ALS Association and all proceeds from the 

lunch will be donated to the ALS Association.  If you have any questions, please call Pat at 814.449.3509. 

 

Birthdays in December     

Katie Johnson-1st          Marcia Gillispie-22nd  

Bethany Markiewicz-2nd    Darryl Lawton-23rd 

Miler Moccia-6th     Becky Hover-25th          

Lydia Johnson-7th     Caleb Wingler-26th  

Dean Johnson-7th    Thelma Pascaran-26th  

Alex Jay-9th       Abigail Walker-27th    

Kayley Waltz-9th                              James C. Williams-29th 

Kim Streiff-13th    Evan Mehlenbacher -29th  

Tim Stancliff-14th     Joe Markiewicz-31st 

Audra Johnson-16th      

Marilee Wnek-17th      

Mary Beth Honeycutt-17th   December Anniversaries 

Ben Dore’-17th    John & JoAnn Austin-16th      

Madison Teed-18th     Brian & Heather Zimmerman-17th   

Joann Walker-19th                                                              

Karen Dore’-19th    

Morgan Frick-19th     

Lauren Falco-20th     

Buzz Walker-21st  

   

 
FROM THE DEACONS:  Just a reminder that the Deacons maintain an assortment of medical/hospital 

equipment including hospital beds, walkers, crutches, canes, commode chairs  and other assorted items.  Items 

are available for loan to anyone in the community who is in need.  Contact the church office to make 

arrangements to pick up equipment- delivery can also be arranged if needed.  

The Deacons are in the process of updating the list of people who would like to help provide meals to 

individuals who are ill or in need.  Please let any Deacon know, or contact the church office, if you would like to 

take part in this important ministry. 
 

 

 

 

       “CALLING ALL COMFORT FOOD MAKERS!” 
"When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the 

hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat." 

(Matt. 14.15-16) If you would like to provide a cooked meal for someone in a "deserted place," 

please let us know. We would also appreciate if you could help us identify individuals who may 

benefit due to a birth, death in the family, illness, injury, or other reason. Please contact Mary 

Walker, deacon, at (814) 434-6452 / email: mwproudone@gmail.com or contact the church 

office.  

 

 

mailto:mwproudone@gmail.com


   

SENIOR HIGH DISCUSSION GROUP 

Randy & Lianne Walker have kindly volunteered to lead a senior high discussion group 

during the Sunday School hour this academic year.  The class is open to all within this 

age group.  Formal confirmation/membership within the church is not required.  The 

group will be focused on current events and real world applicability.  They intend to meet 

the 2nd Sunday of every month.  For those who are able to come to the Sunday School 

hour when this group doesn't meet, they are invited to assist in another (younger) class, 

help breakfast clean up, assist with singing during church school opening, sing in the 

choir, participate in the adult class if they choose, etc. 

 

PER CAPITA:  Each year our congregation pays a per member amount to the Presbytery as our share of the 

administrative costs of running the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. The per capita for 2018 will be 

$31.00.  If you have not already done so, please consider making an offering for the 2017 per capita amount of 

$30.00.   Some of our members are picking up this cost as an over and above contribution to the church.  If you 

wish to do this please include in the memo of your check “per capita.”    
 

 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP….. 

Membership in a Presbyterian congregation is not required, in order to benefit from and 

participate in the church’s ministries. However, those who join a church often find renewed 

blessings by making that formal connection.  Our pastor and elders welcome the privilege 

of talking with anyone considering uniting with First United Presbyterian. Hand a note to 

any of the elders (indicated by their name tags) or call or e-mail the church office to set up 

an appointment.  
 
 

“FIRST WEDNESDAY DINNER” / TEAM MEETINGS 
Every first Wednesday of the month, (next meeting Jan. 3rd) the entire Congregation is invited to “First 

Wednesday Dinner" at 6:00 PM.  RSVP & monetary donations appreciated for dinner - but not necessary!  

 To RSVP you may either email or phone the church office.  

We encourage you to stay for a Team Meeting at 6:30. 

Teams Meeting: 

 MISSION, CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, FELLOWSHIP, FACILITIES, WORSHIP  

All of these teams need help to do the work of our congregation.  Please make time in your schedule to 

volunteer your time to help our church by attending All Team Meeting Night.  You pick your team and 

volunteer your time as often as you can – No Set Commitment. 

  For more information, please contact the church office. 

 

Worship Team:  Randy Mehlenbacher (elder/chairperson), Mary Beth Honeycutt (deacon), Karen Dore’,  

        Cheryl Collopy, Richard Walker, Mark Brice, Carolyn Crawford    
 

Facilities Team:  Rick Walker & Joe Markiewicz (elders/co-chairpersons), Al Dore’ (deacon), Art Crawford,  

                                Buzz Walker, Doug Roberts  
 

Fellowship Team:  Linda Rummel (elder/chairperson), Sue Payne, Pauline Kraus, Loretta Vanstone,  

                                  Harriet Smaltz, Mary Walker (deacons), Jen Dylewski (elder), Gail Dylewski                                    

Christian Ed Team:  Kelly Diley (elder/chairperson), Shari Gould (superintendent), Michael Hobbs,  

Marcia Cooke (deacons), Jen Dylewski (elder), Heather Zimmerman, Randy Walker,  

Margo Roberts, Sue Johnson 

 

Mission Team:  Hilary Walker, Sarah Jay (elders/co-chairpersons), Jan Zeart (elder) Marilee Wnek, 

     Joyce Overheim (deacons), Heather Zimmerman, Lianne Walker, Kristin Barbour,  

     Grace Honeycutt, Lorraine Hayes, Jan Schultz  



   

CHURCH PHOTOS: Please take photos (and maybe even videos) of congregational events, those that are 

unique and those which happen on regular basis. We want to enhance the visuals on our website and social 

media.  Email your pictures to office@edinboropresby.org  
 

 

YEAR-END CONTRIBUTIONS 

Thanks for your generosity throughout 2017! The contributions we have brought together are empowering 

quality ministry and life-changing mission for our neighborhood and for projects around the world.  

Tax deductions are not the primary motivation for giving to Christian causes, but please note: If you wish to 

have regular or additional contributions recorded on your receipts for the 2017 fiscal year, those must be 

received in a Sunday offering or in the church office ON or BEFORE December 31. If you have questions about 

your intended giving, pledge balances or other stewardship matters, please speak with Sue Walker or Doug 

Roberts soon. 

 

 

Our worship time will have a few adjustments during December, to heighten our 

awareness of Advent themes. Just before the hour begins, when the lights dim, everyone 

is invited to be seated and wait quietly for just a moment. Pray with your eyes closed, or 

look around at the sights and symbols which draw us into the power of anticipating Jesus’ 

incarnation. The chiming of hand bells will start the worship hour, and there will be 

candle-lighting at the Advent Wreath. The hour then moves from quieter contemplation 

toward expressions of praise and joy each week. 

 

      
 

Dear Session Members,  

Please either email your 2017 end of the year review report on your committee (team) for the 2017 Annual 

Report or submit your report to Karen in the office by January 14th.  THANK YOU!!  

 

 

POINSETTIA ORDERS:  Please complete the slip below if you would like to order a 

poinsettia. Include your paid order ($7.50 ea.) form and payment & either mail it to the church 

or drop it off at the church office.  Orders need to be placed by, Dec. 10th. Please indicate 

who the poinsettia will be in memory of/in honor of.  A printed list of names & who the plant is 

for will be included in Sun., Dec. 17th bulletin & Christmas Eve bulletin. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
         

                                                    --------- Poinsettia Order Form ---------- 

 
I, __________________________________________________________________ would like to purchase #)________ 
Poinsettia plant(s) at the cost of $7.50 each.  
 
Poinsettia Plant in honor of___________________________________________________________________________          

                                    

                                                          

   (and /or) in memory of______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(Please make checks payable to First United Presbyterian Church / incl. in memo: Poinsettia) (Please either mail 

your order to First Presbyterian Church, PO Box 789, Edinboro, Pa. or bring to the church office.   We will print a 

list of names and who the plant is for in our Dec. 17th Sunday bulletin & Christmas Eve bulletin.  Please place 

orders on or before 12/10. 

mailto:office@edinboropresby.org


   

PLEASE INCLUDE IN YOUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS…
 

Becky Aiken 
Isabelle Anderson (friend           
            of Wanita   Kennedy) 
Cheryl Andrews 
Judy Baer (daughter of Art  
                 & Harriet  Smaltz) 
Bea (mother-in-law of Andy  
                           Dylewski) 
Diane Beusch (sister in-law  
                        of Sue Payne) 
Taylor Bowen (friend of Gail              
                                     Dylewski) 
Tammy Bower (co-worker of Shari      
                                                   Gould) 
Emma Burkell 
Sam Cain (friend of Makayla Jay) 
Alice Carnes 
Bill Cody & family (friends of Gary    
                                 & Lorraine Hayes) 
Carolyn Crawford 
Karen Culver (sister of Lorraine  
                                               Hayes) 
Seth Davis (niece’s husband of Gail   
                                    & Bob Dylewski) 
Ethan Dietz  
Karla Dunlap 
John Duvall (brother-in-law of                         
                                  Wanita Kennedy) 
Jeanne Edwards (friends of Pete &           
                                      Pauline Kraus) 
Bob Farmer (friend of Pete & Pauline  
                                                   Kraus) 
Carrie Fiske (niece of Becky Veith) 

 

 
 
Marilyn Free 
Ruth & Paul Hazlett (sister/brother-in-                        
                                 law of Sue Payne) 
 

Becky Hover 
Randy Hunsberger (friend of                                                        
                                          Pete Kraus) 
Todd Jay 
Cindy Jenkins (niece of Sue Walker) 
Dale Johnson 
Dennis & Mary Johnson 
Betty Jolly (friend of Dorothy Iovino) 
Jim & Wanita Kennedy 
Susan Kennedy (niece of Jim &  
                                                 Wanita) 
David Kushner 
Betty Lewis 
Karen Longneck (friend of Carole  
                                                  Bolard) 
Anna Leeds (granddaughter of John                                    
                                    & JoAnn Austin) 
Sean Leeds (son-in-law of John                 
                                              Austin) 
Joanne McDonald (friend/neighbor of         
                                    Cliff & Joni Cox) 
Francy McLallen (friend of Lorraine  
                                                  Hayes) 
James Moyer 
Julie Osborn (sister of Bob  
                                        Dylewski) 
Mirana Ormsy (granddaughter of Art    
                                  & Harriet Smaltz) 
 

 
 
Nelson & Evelyn Porter (friends of                          
                                  Ed & Sue Payne) 
Pat Ptasek (friend of Marilee) 
Jenny Rene (friend of Lorraine Hayes) 
David Roberts 
Michelle Ruland (friend of Sue  
                                                 Walker) 
Sue Schweichler (friend of Pauline            
                                                 Kraus) 
Katie Staynoff 
Carol Stein (friend of Joanne Pavolko) 
Karen Teed 
Perry Thomas 
Ian Welden (nephew of Pete Kraus)          
Phyllis Welden (sister of Pete Kraus) 
Art Williams 
Dorothy Woods (friend of Marilee      
                                                   Wnek) 
Joyce Woods 
Jim & Carol Zeart (brother-in-law of 
               Jan) 
 
 
 
 

OUR MILITARY & THEIR FAMILIES:   
Brent Carlson (nephew of Jan) 
Vincent Koscielniak (son of Loretta               
                                             Vanstone) 
Jheri Davis, Whitman Air Force Base,  
                                           Missouri   

 

 

                *********************************************************** 

Each monthly newsletter we list family members & friends who have been asked to be included in our prayers. 

On a rotation system we list the same names in our Sunday bulletins. When a person has been on the list for 

more than year, we remove that name, unless we are asked to have prayers continued. Please help update this 

list when new or renewed concerns arise as God answers our prayers. 
 

 

     

Sunday Worship Service: 11:00AM                                Pastor:  Rev. Greg Gillispie                    

Sunday School Breakfast: 9:00am                    Music Director:  Mr. Mark Brice                                                  

Sunday School: 9:30am                                 Accompanist:  Mrs.  Gena Shirley 

Bell Practice:  Mon. at 7:30pm                         Bell Choir Director:  Mr. Randy Mehlenbacher 

Choir Practice: Wed. 7:30pm & Sun. 10:40am                 Secretary:  Mrs. Karen Dore’ 

Church Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 9am – 3pm            Financial Secretary:  Mrs. Sue Walker 

web site:  www.edinboropresby.org                           Treasurer:  Mr. Tom Hover 

e-mail: office@edinboropresby.org                         Custodian:  Mr. Art Crawford 

church office: (814)734-3511  
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