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                    2018 AUGUST PRESBY PRESS NEWSLETTER 
 
 

From the Pastor:  

Prayer: How a two-way street goes forward – both directions 
 

 You and I have heard from time to time that prayer is a two-way street. At least it is ideally. Any 

conversation where one speaks and the other listens is not a dialogue. Certainly there’s no need to quadruple 

check that the balance is exactly 50.0% and 50.0%. Yet, the best conversations have give and take, whether that 

happens in a professional connection, among friends or family, or when we are aware of the Almighty-of-

Everything in our presence. 

 Consider these Bible texts about prayer: 
 

Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise. (James 

5:13)  

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears 

us. (1 John 5:14) 

You will pray to God, and the Lord will hear you, and you will fulfill your vows. (Job 22:27) 

But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. (Matthew 5:44) 

And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their 

many words. (Matthew 6:7) 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. (Psalm 145:18) 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God. (Philippians 4:6) 

God will respond to the prayer of the destitute; God will not despise their plea. (Psalm 102:17) 

If we confess our sins, the Lord is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9) 

Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. (Luke 18:1) 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him 

and eat with him, and he with me.  (Revelation 3:20) 

Blessed are those who listen to me, watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway. (Proverbs 8:33-34) 

The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 

and leads them out. (John 10:16) 

My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow 

to become angry... (James 1:19) 
 

 Some are statements from our hearts, others are requests to hear wisdom. Some are requests for our 

expressed needs, others are pouring out praise and trust. Even in this relatively small sampling, this listing 

demonstrates a full buffet of options, a bountiful bouquet of styles. The relationship between each of us and the 

Divine One benefits from the full range of prayer patterns. 

 People with a vibrant, varied prayer life experience its benefits. Prayers matter, when a neighboring church 

loses its building to a fire or when a friend’s friend dies. God wishes to listen and to speak when our loved one 

goes into the hospital or receives a healing. Conversation with God can include heartfelt confession plus 

listening for the certain promise of amazing grace. We can pray thanksgivings for unexpected blessings as well 
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as for everyday miracles. (And how many “miracles” are truly happening every day!) When you or I pray for 

our children, the Lord wants to hear our concerns…and may even have some significant response to give to us. 

 Back to my two-way street metaphor: listening and speaking do not head in contradictory directions. The 

ongoing process of two-way progress actually builds our faith upward, when we allow time in our prayer life to 

listen. Pray without ceasing. (1st Thess 5:17)  Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer 

and and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. (Philippians 4:6) 

 

           Wishing you Jesus’ Peace, and Joy! 

                                              Greg 

 

 

 

A new “Confirmation Journey” begins soon 
 

    Families of young adolescents: stay tuned for upcoming details about the new Confirmation 
Journey which will begin this fall. In alternating years, this congregation provides a process of faith 
discovery and spiritual growth to help children transition toward a new chapter of their faith life. When 
we baptize a child, the family and the congregation make vows on behalf of that young Christian, 
holding those promises in trust for him or her. Confirmation reaffirms those promises, but helps that 
teen or preteen to confirm those vows personally. For children who were not baptized at an earlier 
age, confirmation can lead to baptism and these professions. At times, a Confirmation participant 
chooses not to make that step, not yet, but still benefits from the process. 
   However, our Confirmation is ultimately not about that single occasion. The goal is larger, wider and 
more profound. This process is a time to learn, to explore faith matters hands-on, and to develop a 
spiritually-healthy way of being real about doubts and questions which happen in everyone’s lives. 
These are really important questions, and it’s OK to ask them. Doubts are a sincere part of Christian 
faith. (Don’t believe that? Read the Bible paragraph which includes Mark 9:24.) Our Confirmation 
Journey is just that – a journey, and simply the start of a journey which will take you through life. You 
also don’t travel this part of the road alone. Mentors of your choosing can go with you. So will your 
family. So will your church’s leaders. 
   Typically, most of our Confirmation Journey participants are ages 13 or 14 or so, but everyone is 
different, so anyone in junior high or high school might want to take part. If you don’t in the school 
year ahead, another opportunity will begin two years from now, as we are currently scheduled. Watch 
for more details, but this month might be a good time for these young people or their parents to set up 
a time to talk with Pastor Greg. He’ll visit with you about what you might hope for from this process, if 
you decide now is your time.  
 
 

 

11am worship resumes in September 
 

    During the summer, our Sunday worship hour slides earlier, at 10:00. That schedule will continue 
through Labor Day Weekend.   We go back to 11:00 starting September 9th. (Sunday classes will 
restart that same day, at 9:30. 
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FROM OUR LAKE ERIE PRESBYTERY OFFICE…. 

 
          

 

 

DO YOU NEED A PARENT LOAN FOR YOUR COLLEGE AGE CHILD? 
College loans stretch family finances very thin.  The Presbyterian Church (USA) is looking to make those loans 

a bit less expensive.  Available for Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) members, the parent loan, administered 

through Financial Aid for Service, offers a 6 percent interest rate — a full percentage point lower than U.S. 

Department of Education parent PLUS loans.  In 2018, Americans borrowed over $125 million through the 

PLUS program and paid 4.3 percent in origination fees. The PC(USA) parent loan has no origination fees. 

Borrowers who enroll in the electronic bill pay transfer option receive a half-percent interest rate reduction.  

The deadline to apply for the PC(USA) parent loan is Sept. 1. There are no penalties for pre-payment or 

overpayment on the 10-year loans, which range from $2,500–$10,000.  The PCUSA is available to discuss 

options. If you’re planning on taking out a parent loan, consider speaking with the PUCSA.  More information 

and an application for the PC(USA) parent loan can be found at pcusa.org/parentloan.  

 
 

                                                   PREACHING SEMINAR 
 The Committee on Ministry is offering a 10 week long preaching seminar this fall, beginning Thursday, August 

23.  The class will meet at the Corry Church from 5:30 to 7:00 PM.  The class is designed for those who are 

being called upon to provide more worship leadership in their own congregation and for those who might even 

want to explore having their name included on the pulpit supply list of the presbytery.  (For those desiring to be 

on the pulpit supply list there will need to be additional work completed before that would occur.)  There will 

be a textbook and homework.  There will be no cost except your transportation costs.  Interested?  Further 

questions?  Contact General Presbyter David Oyler at david@pbylakeerie.org. 
 

 

                                Presbyterian Youth Conference  

High School students!!!   What are you doing 1 year from now? (It's not too early to ask that; it's really 

not!) Put July 16-20 into your calendar now. Once every 3 years, there is a national Presbyterian Youth 

Conference in Indiana that is amazing. Check out the preview video at presbyterianyouthtriennium.org if you 

are going into grades 8 through 12 now. (Registration won't start until late fall. 

 
THE LAKE ERIE PRESBYTERY ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER   
The presbytery office accesses information from their presbytery through 'The Lake Erie Breeze', the weekly 

electronic newsletter from the presbytery office.  Members of our congregation may be placed on the eNews 

mailing list by contacting the presbytery office at: adminasst@pbylakeerie.org 

 
Presbytery Website 
Have you checked out the Presbytery website lately? www.pbylakeerie.org  A lot of things have been updated 

and added. Check out the church listings. They are trying to offer as much information about all 58 Churches as 

possible, even pictures 
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Lake Erie Ghana Mission Partnership 
Wheels for Josh 

A conversation began in the highlands of south central Ghana that has rippled around the world. And you have 

become a part of it!  

In September, 2017 a conversation was initiated at the Ramseyer Training Centre in Abetifi-Kwahu at the 

Ghana Mission Network meeting. Josh Heikkila serves as the Presbyterian Church (USA) regional liaison for 

West Africa. In that position Josh relates to Presbyterian Churches in Ghana, Nigeria, Niger, and Togo. The 

work he does involves extensive travel under daunting conditions. It is no surprise that motor vehicles bear the 

brunt of travel on these roads. It is also no surprise that vehicles wear out – which is exactly what has happened 

for Josh in the ministry in which you share with him.  

A conversation in September at Abetifi-Kwahu led to action on two continents over a period of several months. 

The Presbytery of Lake Erie voted to provide an initial gift in November, as well as providing dollar-for dollar 

matching gifts. The matching gifts were made available to both churches within the Presbytery of Lake Erie as 

well as churches and presbyteries in the Ghana Mission Network.  

Out of God’s generosity an abundance of gifts have been received in order to support ‘Wheels for Josh.’ Over 

the past six months 16 of the 58 churches in Lake Erie Presbytery provided extra commitment gifts of more 

than $9,900. Nine partner churches and presbyteries across the Ghana Mission Network in the United States 

also contributed matching money totaling $6,400. Including the matching money from Lake Erie Presbytery a 

grand total of $31,301.78* was raised, by the grace of God, for ‘Wheels for Josh’ across the Ghana Mission 

Network!  

This transportation conversation is also a two way street! The Upper Northern Presbytery, Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church Ghana, also made a sacrificial gift of 3,000 cedis ($750) to this joint effort. The churches 

in northern Ghana also understand the great value of this partnership. 

 But the good news stretches beyond that! A partnership that shares a profound faith in Jesus Christ also saw 

spiritual and financial support coming from the Fumbisi congregation in northern Ghana. To quote from 

Presbyterian News Service, the church members sold peanuts in the local marketplace and donated the money 

they received to support the work of Presbyterian mission co-worker Josh Heikkila. “We don’t have much but 

we decided to give something small just to support him,” said Gladys Lariba Mahama, pastor of the Fumbisi 

congregation. The gift is more than the average Ghanaian earns for an entire month, Josh says.  

The 150-member congregation raises a plot of peanuts each year and sells them to benefit its ministry and 

mission. “It is the only way we have to get income apart from the offerings that we offer to God,” Gladys says. 

She adds that it “helps us to ease some problems and meet some of our challenges.”  

Their Pastor Gladys attended the meeting at Abetifi- Kwahu. She heard an appeal for network members to give 

to Josh’s ministry and urge their congregations to do so. Though the request was intended to garner U.S. 

support, Gladys decided that her congregation could help as well. “I told the session and the congregation about 

the need and everybody was happy to contribute,” she says.  

Christians in Ghana and Christians across North America have partnered on a practical project which has helped 

relationships to be built and Good News to be shared! Thanks be to God! 
 

- Submitted by Rev. Dr. David Oyler, General Presbyter 

Presbytery of Lake Erie  
 

Note: In addition to the $31,301.78 sent through the 

Presbytery of Lake Erie, over $4,100 in contributions were 

made directly to the PCUSA World Mission account 

E053501 West Africa Regional Liaison (Vehicle). 

 

 
The kind of vehicle Josh Heikkila intends to 

purchase in the near future, thanks to the 

financial support of churches and presbyteries 

across both Ghana and the United States. 

 

 



   

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP….. 
Membership in a Presbyterian congregation is not required, in order to benefit from and 

participate in the church’s ministries. However, those who join a church often find renewed 

blessings by making that formal connection.  Our pastor and elders welcome the privilege 

of talking with anyone considering uniting with First United Presbyterian. Hand a note to 

any of the elders (indicated by their name tags) or call or e-mail the church office to set up 

an appointment 

 

From Our Church Deacons …. 
 

HOSPITAL/MEDICAL EQUIPMENT:  Just a reminder that the Deacons maintain an assortment of 

medical/hospital equipment including hospital beds, walkers, crutches, canes, commode chairs  and other 

assorted items.  Items are available for loan to anyone in the community who is in need.  Contact the church 

office to make arrangements to pick up equipment- delivery can also be arranged if needed.  
 

DEACONS VISITATIONS/ASSISTANCE:  Please  call the church office (734-3511),  if you know 

of anyone hospitalized or shut-in who would enjoy a visit.    Helping Hand Mission…… Do you need a 

helping hand?  The Deacons are here to assist! Can we help with transportation to and from a doctor 

appointment or the grocery store?  Jobs around the house...minor repairs, yard work, moving furniture, 

cleaning?  Babysitting, meals…..the list goes on!   Please call the church office at 734-3511 or email 

office@edinboropresby.org and we will do our best to get one of our Deacons right on it!  If you are interested 

in helping the deacons with this mission, please let us know.    

 

 

                                     **************************************************** 

                            EMERGENCY PHONE / EMAIL ALERT ROSTER   
 

The church is compiling a Roster of phone numbers / email addresses for church members who have 

family outside this area who would need notification in cases of emergency.  The church office would 

notify the Deacons who would then call the numbers listed.  If you are interested in placing your name on 

this Emergency Phone/Email Roster, please complete the form below.  

 

Your Name: ________________________________________________________ 

 

Family Member Name: _______________________________________________ 
          

             Address:  _________________________________________________________ 

                    _________________________________________________________ 
       

           Phone #:   _________________________________________________________ 

                       

         

        Email:      _________________________________________________________ 
        

 

         Relationship: ______________________________________________________ 

 

Family Member Name:  ______________________________________________ 
 

       Address: _________________________________________________________ 

                                    _______________________________________________________ 
 

     Phone #: _________________________________________________________ 
                       

               

     Email:      ________________________________________________________ 

 

 

     Relationship: _____________________________________________________ 
 

(Forms may be returned via email, postal service, or brought to the church office)  



   

“CALLING ALL COMFORT FOOD MAKERS!” 
"
When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the 

hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat." 

(Matt. 14.15-16) If you would like to provide a cooked meal for someone in a "deserted place," 

please let us know. We would also appreciate if you could help us identify individuals who 

may benefit due to a birth, death in the family, illness, injury, or other reason. Please contact 

the church office.  

 
 

 

RECORDED DVD’S OF SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
Please contact the church office if you would like a recorded DVD of all or a certain church worship service.  

The Deacons will be happy to deliver to your home!   

Copies are available in the church office if you’d like to pick up a copy.   

Please complete the sign-out sheet posted in the office. 

 
                              BORO WOMEN’S SERVICES COLLECTION  
The Mission Team collection to help out the Boro Women’s Services continues thru August. All baby type 

items are helpful, but there is a special need for the following: Diaper bags, Diapers: All Sizes (regular and 

cloth diapers/diaper covers), Baby Wipes, Breast Privacy Covers, Nursing Pads, Breast Milk Storage 

Bags, Burping Cloths, Baby Clothes: New Born-3T & Onecies.  A cradle is provided for items located in the 

Mission area hallway.  Thank you! 

 

BORROWING TABLES/CHAIRS:   PLEASE do not borrow any of the long tables/chairs without signing 

them out with Karen in the office.  We do need to keep record of when they are borrowed and to whom.   Thank 

you!  
 

“SHARE A HAPPENING!” 
Want to share a special “happening” about a family member or friend in the Newsletter?  Share a favorite article 

or spread some good news? Please let us know! 

Call the church office at 734-3511 or email: office@edinboropresby.org 

Please see Karen in the office for a copy of a newsletter if it was not sent to you via email or the postal service. 
 

 

“FIRST WEDNESDAY DINNER” 

Every first Wednesday of the month, (next meeting is Sept. 5) the entire Congregation is invited to “First 

Wednesday Dinner" at 6:00 PM.  RSVP & monetary donations appreciated for dinner - but not necessary!   To 

RSVP you may either email or phone the church office. All Ages are welcomed! 

We encourage you to stay for a Team Meeting at 6:30.  Teams Meeting are Children & Youth Ministry, 

Mission, Fellowship, Facilities, & Worship.  For more information contact the church office 
 

 

GREET EACH OTHER BY NAME 
Even in our small church, it can be difficult to know every member by name, even if we’ve often seen each 

other and been in ministry together.  Name tags are a great way to recognize fellow church-goers and greet one 

another by name.  They are also an important way to welcome visitors and help them feel comfortable among 

us.  Name tags are available in the church foyer.  If you can’t find one, just ask a greeter or an usher.  Let’s all 

work together to make the church a friendlier place by identifying ourselves with name tags.  
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Birthdays in August     

    Anabelle Zessinger-1
st
         Anniversaries 

    Kristin Barbour-2
nd

           Greg & Marcia Gillispie-1
st
  

    Leo Collopy-2
nd

        Dan & Becky Veith-1st 

    Wanita Kennedy-7
th

         Jim & Linda Rummel-1
st                           

 

    Jean Johnson-7
th

           Duffy & Peggy Schruers-5
th

   

    Jaime Walker-8
th

      Art & Carolyn Crawford-6
th

 

    Grayson Collopy-9
th

         Cliff & Joni Cox-9
th

  

    Molly Cooke-11
th

      Joe & Dianna Markiewicz-10
th

  

    Sue Skalko-12
th

      Jasen & Kelly Diley-12
th

  

    Ron Swift-15
th

      Brent & Joann Walker-16
th

 

    Cooper Dylewski-16
th

     Mike & Michelle Waltz-19
th

  

    Randy Mehlenbacher-17
th

     Rick & Sue Walker-23
rd

   

    Peyton Frick-20
th

                Dick & Evelyn Walker- 23
rd

   

    Matt Pisarchick-20
th

     Ed & Michelle Lebair – 23
rd

 

    Debbie Mehlenbacher-23
rd

    Todd & Sarah Jay-24
th

 

    Dale Johnson-28
th

     Adam & Nina Dore’-30
th

   

    Pat Kennedy-31
st
         

     

SANCTUARY FLOWERS…please call the church office (734-3511) if you would like to have flowers in the 

sanctuary on a certain Sunday in honor or in memory of someone, or in celebration of a special occasion, etc.  

“Thank you to Thelma Pascaran for sharing her home-grown orchids with us!” 
  

SOMETHING TO CONSIDER…  Are you over age 70 ½, or approaching that milestone, or perhaps 

looking for a tax break in the future? Are you aware that you can take required minimum distributions monies 

from a regular IRA through a “qualified charitable distribution”? If you make a direct transfer of money to a 

charity (including your church) from an IRA; you will not see that distribution boost your adjusted gross 

income. Also, some seniors no longer itemize deductions, so they would still get a tax benefit with a qualified 

charitable contribution. Talk this over with your financial advisor to see how to set up charitable direct 

transfers. When I spoke to our advisor, he said he has heard of this opportunity, but has no one among his 

clients who is taking advantage of it. He is looking into the necessary steps to set up this process. It’s out there 

and perhaps worth looking into!     Sue Payne  
 

PER CAPITA:  Each year our congregation pays a per member amount to the Presbytery as our share of the 

administrative costs of running the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. The per capita for 2018 will be 

$31.00.   Some of our members are picking up this cost as an over and above contribution to the church.  If you 

wish to do this please include in the memo of your check “per capita.” 
 

If you missed the Synod of Trinity article in the newsletter on The First Presbyterian Church GARDEN 

OF EDIN   you may visit Synod of Trinity website: http://www.syntrinity.org/featured/garden-of-edin-

growing-nourishment-for-body-and-spirit/ for the whole story of how the garden came to be and how the whole 

community has taken an interest in different ways to help this garden grow! 
 

CITY MISSION PICK-UP:   City Mission comes out to the church the morning of the 3
rd

 Wed., of each 

month to pick up donated items.  You may drop items off at the church on Sunday mornings or Mon.-Thurs., 

9am-3pm. Items are  stored in the coat room, east side of the narthex.   Please secure items in boxes or bags.  

Call 452-4421 for larger pick-ups from your home.  Contributions may be tax deductible.  Please see Karen if a 

tax form is needed.   A list is posted in the coat room of items accepted / not accepted.  

http://www.syntrinity.org/featured/garden-of-edin-growing-nourishment-for-body-and-spirit/
http://www.syntrinity.org/featured/garden-of-edin-growing-nourishment-for-body-and-spirit/


   

 

Greetings all, 

Just want to let you all know of the success we had at Lake City Presbyterian, serving fellowship hour for the 

Girard Presby congregation. We got there during their first hymn and were welcomed to come in and sit and 

join their service. We were the visitors in the front row but were totally okay with that - welcomed guests into 

their family. It was a packed house. 
 

The service was beautiful, with uplifting words from David Oyler and representatives from the Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance. Over 150 "showers of emails" came in for their congregation and they were put into book 

form for the congregants to read. Girard's pastor had a very emotional message for his congregation and shared 

his feelings and emotions from his perspective. He shared of the loss that he as a pastor had experienced with 

the church burning down and discussed the stages of grief. It was powerful to see how he stood next to his 

congregation and mourned with them. 
 

The Girard congregation was VERY appreciative of not only us serving cookies and lemonade, but also for 

extending our doors to host a wedding that was planned at Girard in a few weeks. They were also true 

Presbyterians and loved all the food!! 
 

Just want to thank Pastor Greg for offering our help and getting the ball rolling; Heather, Dianna, Hannah, 

Karen, Makayla, and Shari for offering cookies, veggies, fruit, cheese and drinks; Shari for helping to organize 

it all; and to Gail, Hilary, Michael, and Makayla for taking the time to worship, fellowship, and grieve with the 

congregation of Girard Presbyterian. 
 

Also special thanks to Pastor Rimmer (I hope I got her name right) for her hospitality and welcoming us into her 

church. And to everyone else who helped make this possible - either through prayers or your willingness to 

help. 
 

 

Blessings, 

Sarah Jay 
(814)823-2832 
 
 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 
First United Presbyterian Church 

of Edinboro, Pennsylvania 

 

As children of God, we worship to renew our  

faith through the Word, prayer, music, and fellowship. 

As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors with compassion, offering  

hope and healing. 

As heirs of the Holy Spirit, we invite and welcome all with  

love to enjoy God’s grace. 
 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service:  10:00am 

     (Effective Sept. 9, 11:00am resumes)   Pastor:  Rev. Greg Gillispie                    

                           Music Director:  Mr. Mark Brice                   

Sunday School: 9:30am (resumes in Sept. 9)   Accompanist:  Mrs.  Gena Shirley                                

Bell Practice:  Mon. at 7:30pm (resumes in Sept.)  Bell Choir Director:  Mr. Randy Mehlenbacher           

Choir Practice: Wed. 7:30pm & Sun. 10:40am          Financial Secretary:  Mrs. Sue Walker               

                    (resumes in Sept.)    Secretary:  Mrs. Karen Dore’   

Church Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 9am – 3pm   Treasurer:  Mr. Tom Hover 

                                             Custodian:  Mr. Art Crawford   
                                   

 



   

PLEASE INCLUDE IN YOUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS… 
 
Becky Aiken 
Isabelle Anderson (friend           
            of Wanita   Kennedy) 
Cheryl Andrews 
Judy Baer (daughter of Art  
                 & Harriet Smaltz) 
Bea (mother-in-law of Andy  
                           Dylewski) 
Diane Beusch (sister in-law  
                        of Sue Payne) 
Taylor Bowen (friend of Gail              
                                     Dylewski) 
Tammy Bower (co-worker of Shari      
                                                   Gould) 
Emma Burkell 
Sam Cain (friend of Makayla Jay) 
Alice Carnes 
Bill Cody & family (friends of Gary    
                                 & Lorraine Hayes) 
Naomi Cancel (friend of Marilee  
                                            Wnek) 
Allison Rilling Crawford 
Carolyn Crawford 
Karen Culver (sister of Lorraine  
                                               Hayes) 
Seth Davis (niece’s husband of Gail   
                                    & Bob Dylewski) 
Ethan Dietz  
Karla Dunlap 
John Duvall (brother-in-law of                         
                                  Wanita Kennedy) 
Jeanne Edwards (friends of Pete &           
                                      Pauline Kraus) 
Bob Farmer (friend of Pete & Pauline  
                                                   Kraus) 
Carrie Fiske (niece of Becky Veith) 
Marilyn Free 

Joye Gillispie 
Girard Presbyterian Congregation 
Ruth Hazlett (sister of Sue Payne) 
 

Becky Hover 
Randy Hunsberger (friend of                                                        
                                          Pete Kraus) 
Todd Jay 
Cindy Jenkins (niece of Sue Walker) 
Dale Johnson 
Dennis & Mary Johnson 
Betty Jolly (friend of Dorothy Iovino) 
David Kushner 
Betty Lewis 
Anna Leeds (granddaughter of John                                    
                                    & JoAnn Austin) 
Savannah Lyons (friend of Joanne           
                                            Pavolko) 
Paul Martinson 
Joanne McDonald (friend/neighbor of         
                                    Cliff & Joni Cox) 
Christine McGee (cousin of Doug           
                                            Roberts) 
Francy McLallen (friend of Lorraine  
                                                  Hayes) 
Kelcey Meeker (niece of Mike &        
                                  Becky Meeker) 
James Moyer 
Julie Osborn (sister of Bob  
                                        Dylewski) 
Mirana Ormsy (granddaughter of Art    
                                  & Harriet Smaltz) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nelson & Evelyn Porter (friends of                      
                                 Ed & Sue Payne) 
Pat Ptasick (friend of Marilee) 
Susan Ralph (friend of Marilee) 
Jenny Rene (friend of Lorraine Hayes) 
David Roberts 
Eileen Roberts (mother of Doug) 
Michelle Ruland (friend of Sue  
                                                 Walker) 
Sue Schweichler (friend of Pauline            
                                                 Kraus) 
Katie Staynoff 
Carol Stein (friend of Joanne Pavolko) 
Karen Teed 
Perry Thomas 
Ian Welden (nephew of Pete Kraus)          
Phyllis Welden (sister of Pete Kraus) 
Art Williams 
Joyce Woods 
Jim & Carol Zeart (brother-in-law of 
               Jan) 
 
 
 
 

OUR MILITARY & THEIR FAMILIES:   
Brent Carlson (nephew of Jan) 
Vincent Koscielniak (son of Loretta               
                                             Vanstone) 
Jheri Davis, (deployed to Kuwait  
effective April 6, 2018)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Our most sincere sympathy surrounds Sue and Ed Payne and family, on the passing of Sue’s brother-in-law, Paul 
Hazlett, on July 30, 2018.   
 

 

 Our Church Mission Team had a request for special prayer for several children in Belize.  The writer was Shermaine   

 Post, Missionary and wife of Pr. Stephen (Padre) Post. - 
 

         Jamie Tracy, Susie Westby, Whitney Garbutt, Denzel Garbutt and little Stephanie Logan, Good Shepherd  

        Mission in Belize. 
 

   The letter states that "these small children have very immediate, urgent needs that only God can help with." 
 

                                                       ********************************************************  

Each monthly newsletter we list family members & friends who have been asked to be included in our prayers. On a 

rotation system we list the same names in our Sunday bulletins. When a person has been on the list for more than 

year, we remove that name, unless we are asked to have prayers continued. Please help update this list when new or 

renewed concerns arise as God answers our prayers. 

 

 



   

 
Eight Days Have Passed Since a Destructive Fire  
In the eight days since a fire destroyed the church building of the First Presbyterian Church of Girard the same question numerous 
times: ‘So how is the congregation doing?’ 
And the answer is quite clear:  The community of believers prevails.  ‘If God is for us, who is against us?’ (Romans 
8:31).Nevertheless, many of you are interested in more of the details as you pray for your brothers and sisters in Christ. In these 
last eight days: 
-The congregation gathered for a prayer service on the lawn of their property, led by their pastor Rev. Nicola Vitiello.  There were 
about 200 people in attendance as the larger community surrounded them with prayer. 

-The Session met to pray together and began to make necessary short term decisions.  Included in those decisions: 
                -For the immediate future the congregation will worship at the Lake City Presbyterian Church who graciously extended 
an invitation to them immediately.  For the rest of the summer Lake City  congregation will worship at 9:00 AM and the Girard 
congregation at 10:30 AM.  (You are most welcome to worship with either congregation!!)   

  -Agreed on a plan to create office space in a building in the Girard community. 
                -Met with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance officials for support and encouragement, as well as becoming familiar with 
the resources PDA can make available to them. 
                -Made arrangements to secure the church property as decisions are made about the removal of debris and planning for 
the future occurs. 
                -Had initial conversations with their insurer. 
-Worshipped on July 29, with the confidence that God is the one guiding them into the future. 
-During July 29 worship received booklets generated by the presbytery office which included the prayers of the ‘larger church’ for 
them.  More than 150 comments and prayers were included in this book.  (Thank you to those of you who contributed your prayers 
and thoughts!) 
What you can do for the Girard Congregation: 
-Pray.  The congregation has truly been ‘surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses.’  At the same time, tears have been shed 
and stress levels have risen.  Pray with them that God might be glorified, even in the midst of unexpected sadness. 
-The congregation will be in need of some physical items initially and more items later.  The Session is constructing a list of 
specific items needed (office items, etc.) and may make requests for such items in the coming weeks.  They do not want cast off 
furniture for which they have little need.  They do need some items which may be sitting idly by at your home or church.  If you see 
such a list of needs you are encouraged to respond graciously. 
-Financial support.  Numerous people have asked about financial assistance in accord with II Corinthians 9:6-14. 
There is much good news to celebrate on the topic of giving.  The Presbytery of Lake Erie, the Synod of the Trinity and 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance have already made grants to assist in the significant follow up costs.  And their insurance 
company will also provide significant resources in the coming months.  However, there will likely be unexpected expenses.  Two 
ways in which you can help: 
                -Congregations would be welcome to make gifts to their recovery effort.  Please make any checks out to First 
Presbyterian Church of Girard, P.O. Box 106, Girard, PA 16417.  Mark the checks  
                ‘Fire Recovery’. 
                -Individuals are most welcome to write checks as well, however, the Girard Church does not desire for you to send 
checks to them at the expense of your support of your own  
                congregation.  If you chose to send a check, a particularly effective way to do that would be to send the check 
through ‘Erie Gives’ on August 14.  Money received through ‘Erie Gives’ would also benefit from some additional 
matching money from the community.  You may receive further information about this opportunity in the coming days. 
-Pray.   Thanks be to God for the inexpressible gift of Christ, who sustains us in all of life! 
Presbytery Moderator Tim Olsen 
Presbytery Vice Moderator Ronee Christy 
Coordinating Committee Moderator John Dietz 
And Your Coordinating Committee 
 

Melinda Wingenbach 
Administrative  Assistant 
Presbytery of Lake Erie 
2816 Elmwood Ave. Erie, PA 16508 
 



   

 
HOSTING COFFEE HOUR:  We appreciate all who have volunteered to host coffee hour and donate cookies on a 

Sunday after church.  This job entails setup and cleanup. Providing 12 dozen cookies/baked goods, making coffee, 

lemonade, ice tea. Offering a healthy alternative such as fruit, vegetables or cheese is appreciated. You will be 

reminded the week before the date you signed up. Two more people/groups are needed.  If you wish to become a part 

of this ministry please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

When our Sunday theme was about Daniel and the handwriting on the wall, some of the children at our  

"Stay-cation" campout were doing chalk drawings on our sidewalks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       


