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From the Pastor  
 

Let’s make Lent something more than an overcrowded To-Do List 
  

 The 40 days ahead certainly look “plenty full” to me. From the change of seasons – and the related thawing 

out from a season of hibernation – to the fullness of religious activities, the dawn of spring will bring us through 

some Prime Time for personal and congregational reflection. In fact, the word “Lent” takes its name from the 

root for the English “Lengthen”; as the daylight lengthens, the season of Lent is a time for growth. (Our 

Christian sisters and brothers who are south of the equator need a differing theological image!)  
  

 A first inclination I have is to fill the calendar and put together a full list of things “to do” during this 

religious season. That list could stretch out pretty long, so it’s a good thing that Lent is more than 40 days long!  

In fact, it’s 46, because the Sundays during Lent are not counted within the 40, in order that even the 

somber/reflective mood of Lent is interrupted by a “mini-Easter” celebration every week. So, if we are to start 

on that busy agenda, what’s coming up? 

 We have all the “usual” faith activities like the rest of the year has: worship, Bible reading, prayer, sharing our faith 

with each other, being a Christ-like influence on others around us… etc…. etc…. etc…. 

 The “One Great Hour of Sharing” offering is coming up, our participation with millions of people in and beyond the 

Presbyterian family, an above-and-beyond gift to respond to human need in all parts of the globe. 

 Lenten Luncheons on five Wednesdays at the United Methodist building, sharing soup around dinner tables and a 

reflection on Scripture with five local leaders (including Rev. Gillispie). 

 Our Ash Wednesday and Holy Week “Specials”, events which invite us in to experience the history-changing, life-

transforming events which marched Jesus into the Holy City and into his demonstration of unimaginable divine love. 

 Etc…. etc…. etc…. 

Yes, the To-Do List can become pretty full during these “six more weeks of winter.” But something is 

missing in my compilation above. Something which often goes missing when Lent (or any season!) keeps us too 

busy with activities. Everything in the sampling above has meaning and value. Still, if all we do in the 6+ weeks 

ahead is to fill (over-fill??) our calendars, we are missing the mark of what the Lord of Lent can do in us.  As 

individuals. As a congregation in transition. 
 

The primary purpose at the core of Lent is to use this Lenten journey to draw closer to the people Jesus can 

equip us to be. As congregational leaders and participants. As witnesses to the power of the Gospel. As fellow-

members of God’s amazing enterprise in this part of God’s realm. As folks who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, and as followers whose followership could honestly use some strengthening. 
 

Let’s not be so busy during February and March that we fail to set aside time for the urgent matters of 

confession, reflection, commitment and awe. We have been given an identity which pushes through all the other 

forces of life around us. It’s why I’ve chosen a fitting theme for worship and Bible Study to guide and enliven 

us: Keys to Faithful Life. 
 

It’s no secret that our congregation’s participation in Sunday morning 9:30 gatherings is far less than it 

could be. It’s even far less than we want it to be! That’s what we told our congregational assessment tool. It’s 

what has been reflected back to us by our Mission Study process. The smallness of our Christian Education 

activities is high on our personal “wishes” for the future of the church. 
 

IMPORTANT: This fact does not disregard the wonderful efforts of our teachers and organizers of our 

Sunday programming. In fact, this hearty bunch has been faithful in much, and the families who have prioritized 

classes and study groups are planting seeds of blessings for now and for the future. 
 

ALSO IMPORTANT:  We miss out on blessings when we put other matters higher in our actions than they 

are in our wishes. Five Sundays is a relatively small commitment. But I eagerly hope you’ll make room in your 

schedule for the Bible Studies and conversations which I am planning for Sundays at 9:30. Need a ride?...just 

ask. I pray these occasion will be a meaningful time of informal conversation and Bible discovery.  



   

It will shape the future of our inward ministry and our outward influence. The weekends when we don’t have 

our usual youth group, high school and middle school students are also invited.  
 
 

I have no illusions that 100 or 120 people will be here for the bonus hour on Sundays. However, I can easily 

see that our “Sunday’s Cool” hour could be larger than it’s been lately.  
 

If that hour of the weekends don’t work for you, I’m adding an online, on-demand, on-your-schedule 

version of these studies. Check our Facebook and congregational website for how to take part. It rolls out on 

Ash Wednesday.  
 

Not a guilt trip. Not “yet another” thing “to do”. Our commitment to spiritual growth – and to faithful lives 

together – is this important. Please consider taking advantage of this opportunity to connect us more deeply into 

what our Lord is doing – and to what the Lord desires to do.   
         

    Wishing you Lenten Peace, anticipating Easter Joy, 

                        Greg 

 

 

 
 

L e n t  
GIVING UP SOMETHING, TAKING ON SOMETHING:   

 The 40-day spiritual season of Lent this year begins on February 14 and runs until Easter morning (April 

1st). Many Christians choose something specific to “give up” during Lent…something you really enjoy, but set 

aside that delight for this season as a reminder to be sacrificial and generous. 

Some people seek to grow in their faith by “taking on” something for Lent…a daily devotional experience, or 

specific acts of charity, or adding an attitude or action related to one Biblical fruit of the Spirit (see Galatians 

5:22-23). 
 

GIVING UP, AND TAKING ON ––  PLUS, TEACHING OUR CHILDREN:  

 Our Easter Offering, “One Great Hour of Sharing,” has provided us a very helpful calendar for the season 

ahead. Each daily block includes a reminder of our blessings, and our partnership with others around the world.  

If you have preschool or elementary children in your household, please take one of these Lent calendars home 

with you, so you can use it – and talk about it at home – through February and March. (A link to an online 

version will also be posted on our congregation’s websites.) This is your invitation to collect money in the 

OGHS Fish-Banks, to encourage us all to teach generosity to the children in our midst. Yet, even more than the 

collection to bring in on Palm Sunday or Easter morning, the age-appropriate family discussion is perhaps the 

greater benefit. 

    

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY: 

 Lent is often a time for self-reflection, spiritual searching, and recommitments to acts of discipleship. This 

happens individually, in households, and as a gathered congregation. Our 2018 Lenten Bible Study will walk 

through key elements of a life of faith. Pastor Greg will lead a Sunday morning discussion through the first five 

Sundays of Lent. The “Great Ends [that is, GOALS] of the Church” of Presbyterian understanding will be our 

journey. This outline is almost parallel to the one which Rick Warren’s “Purpose-Driven Life”/“Purpose-Driven 

Church” uses:  
   Worship     Fellowship/Friendship     Devotional Life     Ministry     Mission/Evangelization  
 Each of the five weekly topics stands on its own, so perfect attendance is not required. While the benefits 

of in-person conversation will hopefully encourage you to attend Sunday mornings between 9:30 and 10:20, 

Pastor Greg is also adding an online component. This allows you to participate and to grow spiritually, even if 

you are not able to be at the church building the hour before worship. It also can be a follow-up for those who 

do make it to the class. It is also something you may wish to recommend and share with people in your real-

world and web-based circles of connection. 

 



   

                 ASH WEDNESDAY SOUP DINNER / SERVICE 
 

              Please join us in the fellowship hall on Wed., Feb. 14th, for soup at 6:00p.m.,  

                  with the Ash Wednesday Service following at 6:45p.m. in the sanctuary.   

             Soup, bread and beverages will be provided. 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY LENTEN LUNCHES 
 Edinboro area churches and communities of faith will once again be coming 

together for our Lenten Lunches series. Beginning at noon, homemade soup and 

bread are served in Grace Hall at Edinboro Methodist Church, followed by a 

service of music and prayer at 12:30 p.m.  This series is meant to fit into your 

lunch hour, so if you need to arrive a little late or leave a little early, please don’t 

let it stop you from worshiping with us!  Prayer stations will also be 

available. Edinboro United Methodist Church is located at 113 High St. Edinboro.  

Call the church office at 814.734.3182 or e-mail 

communications@edinboroumc.org for more info.  Join us!  All are welcome! 

                Speakers  
Feb 21: Rev. Lisa Grant                         Feb 28: Father Dan Hoffman 

      From Edinboro United Methodist Church                              From Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church 

                                                                  

March 7: Dr. David Fulford              March 14: Rev. Greg Gillispie 

     From St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church                                   From First United Presbyterian Church  

                                                                                                                      

March 21: Natalie Harvey 

      From CCO Campus Ministry Staff - Potter’s House at Edinboro University 

 

 

************************************************************ 

 

Our NW PA Presbyterian partners are coming to 

the God’s House in our neighborhood. 
 

Some 50 to 60 of our Presbyterian partners from across our seven-county region will be in Edinboro 
this month for one of the five Presbytery meetings in 2018. Our date to host is Saturday, February 24. 
Here are some of the opportunities for you to participate and/or help: 
 

  9:00   Registration will begin 
10:15  A large worship service.  Our choir and handbells are among the leaders. 
  Everyone is encouraged to attend. 
12:00  We’ll provide a “Spuds-n-Suds” lunch at 12:00. 
1:10  An interactive Open Space conversation process, open to all in our congregation 
 

We’ll also need set-up & clean up help Saturday, plus some prep work in advance of February 24. 
To ask about options, or to offer your assistance, speak with Mary Beth Honeycutt, Loretta Vanstone, 
Shari Gould, Karen Dore’ or Greg Gillispie. 
 

  

tel:(814)%20734-3182
mailto:communications@edinboroumc.org


   

"A HUGE THANKS from the Mission Team for your care, concern and support 

which went above and beyond in 2017! In addition to generous monthly mission 

giving totals, which can be found on the bulletin board in the Mission area, 

Edinboro First provided the following support: A total of $900 to Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance this fall in support of efforts including hurricane and flood relief. 

A total of $2629 was given to Lake Erie Presbytery in support of the General 

Mission of the Presbyterian Church, USA. Thank you for your care and support of 

your neighbors, both near and far!" 

          
 

PER CAPITA:  Each year our congregation pays a per member amount to the Presbytery as our share of the 

administrative costs of running the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. The per capita for 2018 will be 

$31.00.  If you have not already done so, please consider making an offering for the 2017 per capita amount of 

$30.00.   Some of our members are picking up this cost as an over and above contribution to the church.  If you 

wish to do this please include in the memo of your check “per capita.”    
 

 

FROM THE DEACONS:  Just a reminder that the Deacons maintain an assortment of medical/hospital 

equipment including hospital beds, walkers, crutches, canes, commode chairs  and other assorted items.  Items 

are available for loan to anyone in the community who is in need.  Contact the church office to make 

arrangements to pick up equipment- delivery can also be arranged if needed.  

The Deacons are in the process of updating the list of people who would like to help provide meals to 

individuals who are ill or in need.  Please let any Deacon know, or contact the church office, if you would like to 

take part in this important ministry. 
 

     

   “CALLING ALL COMFORT FOOD MAKERS!” 
"When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the 

hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat." 

(Matt. 14.15-16) If you would like to provide a cooked meal for someone in a "deserted place," 

please let us know. We would also appreciate if you could help us identify individuals who may 

benefit due to a birth, death in the family, illness, injury, or other reason. Please contact Mary 

Walker, deacon, at (814) 434-6452 / email: mwproudone@gmail.com or contact the church 

office.  

 

 

 

2018 YOGA CLASSES 

First Presbyterian Church will sponsor another six-week session of Yoga,  Monday, January 

22 and continuing until February 26.  Chair Yoga begins 5:00 - 5:45 PM followed by 

Gentle, Beginner Yoga from 6:00 - 7:00 PM.  Instructor Janet Stachowiak does a wonderful 

job leading beginners and “pros” alike, through poses encouraging strength, flexibility and 

relaxation.  A donation of $5 per session is requested or $25 for all six sessions. Yoga mats 

are available.  Please use the church's back door to enter Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome!   

 

 

 

 

mailto:mwproudone@gmail.com


   

 

Mission Statement 
First United Presbyterian Church 

of Edinboro, Pennsylvania 
 

As children of God, we worship to renew our faith through the Word, prayer, 
music, and fellowship. 
As followers of Jesus, we serve our neighbors with compassion, offering hope and 
healing. 
As heirs of the Holy Spirit, we invite and welcome all with love to enjoy God’s 

grace. 
 

 

 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP….. 

Membership in a Presbyterian congregation is not required, in order to benefit from and 

participate in the church’s ministries. However, those who join a church often find 

renewed blessings by making that formal connection.  Our pastor and elders welcome 

the privilege of talking with anyone considering uniting with First United Presbyterian. 

Hand a note to any of the elders (indicated by their name tags) or call or e-mail the 

church office to set up an appointment.  

 

 

SENIOR HIGH DISCUSSION GROUP 

Randy & Lianne Walker have kindly volunteered to lead a senior high discussion group 

during the Sunday School hour this academic year.  The class is open to all within this age 

group.  Formal confirmation/membership within the church is not required.  The group 

will be focused on current events and real world applicability.  They intend to meet the 

2nd Sunday of every month.  For those who are able to come to the Sunday School hour 

when this group doesn't meet, they are invited to assist in another (younger) class, help 

breakfast clean up, assist with singing during church school opening, sing in the choir, 

participate in the adult class if they choose, etc. 

 

 

 

“FIRST WEDNESDAY DINNER” / TEAM MEETINGS 
Every first Wednesday of the month, (next 2 meetings are Feb. 7 & March 7) the entire Congregation is 

invited to “First Wednesday Dinner" at 6:00 PM.  RSVP & monetary donations appreciated for dinner - but not 

necessary!   To RSVP you may either email or phone the church office.  

We encourage you to stay for a Team Meeting at 6:30. 

Teams Meeting: 

 MISSION, CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY, FELLOWSHIP, FACILITIES, WORSHIP  

All of these teams need help to do the work of our congregation.  Please make time in your schedule to 

volunteer your time to help our church by attending All Team Meeting Night.  You pick your team and 

volunteer your time as often as you can – No Set Commitment. 

  For more information, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 



   

Birthdays in February    

J.B. Williams-1     Jennifer Berger-12   

Kevin Walker-1    Greg Dore'-12 

Carolyn Crawford-3    Bob Aiken-14 

Paul Martinson-3    Anna Williams-19 

Stacey Hayes-4     Joanne Pavolko-20 

Luke Bennett-5    Jessie Johnson-25 

Kim Koricich-6     Jeff Kushner-25  

Julie Insana-6     

Libby Dore’-8       

Adam Dore'-10    Anniversary  

John Streiff-11     Art & Winnie Williams- 15th  

Tiffany Kushner-11             

     
Birthdays in March   Jeremy Kushner-22 

Lily Walker – 2    Adam Kushner-22 

Jonah Falco-4    Mindy Dershem-23 

John Dietz-4     Gloria Hayes-24  

Peggy Schruers-5   Melodee Kushner-24   

Andy Wnek -5    Kade Johnson-25 

Mark Williams-7   Brent Walker-25  

Annie Rummel-7   Zach Gillispie-26 

Evelyn Walker-8   Brody Spatholt-27 

Fran Dietz-8    Tom Pisarchick-30  

Mary Walker-8 

Vivian Wang-9    

Andrew Koricich-9    Anniversaries      

Taylor Kushner-10     Joel & Lisa Walker-29 

 Jan Zeart-10     Dave & Lisa Kushner-31   

Kaydan Pavolko-11      

Greg Gillispie-14 

Bill Berger-18     

Andy Schruers-19      

 

Sunday Worship Service: 11:00AM                                Pastor:  Rev. Greg Gillispie                    

Sunday School Breakfast: 9:00am                    Music Director:  Mr. Mark Brice                                                  

Sunday School: 9:30am                                 Accompanist:  Mrs.  Gena Shirley 

Bell Practice:  Mon. at 7:30pm                         Bell Choir Director:  Mr. Randy Mehlenbacher 

Choir Practice: Wed. 7:30pm & Sun. 10:40am                 Secretary:  Mrs. Karen Dore’ 

Church Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 9am – 3pm            Financial Secretary:  Mrs. Sue Walker 

web site:  www.edinboropresby.org                           Treasurer:  Mr. Tom Hover 

e-mail: office@edinboropresby.org                         Custodian:  Mr. Art Crawford 

church office: (814)734-3511  

 
 

First united Presbyterian Church  

4281 Rte 6N East, Edinboro, Pa.  16412 / Church office: (814) 734-3511 

Church e-mail:  office@edinboropresby.org / Church website:  edinboropresby.org 

Pastor Greg invites your call or message ANY day or night of the week. 

Local phone:  732-0058 (forwards to him 24/7 )Txt/ Cell phone:  (814) 657-4782 

http://www.edinboropresby.org/
mailto:office@edinboropresby.org
mailto:office@edinboropresby.org


   

PLEASE INCLUDE IN YOUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS… 
 
 

Becky Aiken 
Isabelle Anderson (friend           
            of Wanita   Kennedy) 
Cheryl Andrews 
Judy Baer (daughter of Art  
                 & Harriet Smaltz) 
Bea (mother-in-law of Andy  
                           Dylewski) 
Diane Beusch (sister in-law  
                        of Sue Payne) 
Taylor Bowen (friend of Gail              
                                     Dylewski) 
Tammy Bower (co-worker of Shari      
                                                   Gould) 
Emma Burkell 
Sam Cain (friend of Makayla Jay) 
Alice Carnes 
Bill Cody & family (friends of Gary    
                                 & Lorraine Hayes) 
Allison Rilling Crawford 
Carolyn Crawford 
Karen Culver (sister of Lorraine  
                                               Hayes) 
Seth Davis (niece’s husband of Gail   
                                    & Bob Dylewski) 
Ethan Dietz  
Karla Dunlap 
John Duvall (brother-in-law of                         
                                  Wanita Kennedy) 
Jeanne Edwards (friends of Pete &           
                                      Pauline Kraus) 
Bob Farmer (friend of Pete & Pauline  
                                                   Kraus) 
Carrie Fiske (niece of Becky Veith) 

 

 
Marilyn Free 
Ruth & Paul Hazlett (sister/brother-in-                        
                                 law of Sue Payne) 
 

Becky Hover 
Randy Hunsberger (friend of                                                        
                                          Pete Kraus) 
Todd Jay 
Cindy Jenkins (niece of Sue Walker) 
Dale Johnson 
Dennis & Mary Johnson 
Betty Jolly (friend of Dorothy Iovino) 
David Kushner 
Betty Lewis 
Anna Leeds (granddaughter of John                                    
                                    & JoAnn Austin) 
Sean Leeds (son-in-law of John                 
                                              Austin) 
Savannah Lyons (friend of Joanne           
                                            Pavolko) 
Joanne McDonald (friend/neighbor of         
                                    Cliff & Joni Cox) 
Francy McLallen (friend of Lorraine  
                                                  Hayes) 
James Moyer 
Julie Osborn (sister of Bob  
                                        Dylewski) 
Mirana Ormsy (granddaughter of Art    
                                  & Harriet Smaltz) 
Nelson & Evelyn Porter (friends of                          
                                  Ed & Sue Payne) 
Pat Ptasick (friend of Marilee) 
Susan Ralph (friend of Marilee) 
Jenny Rene (friend of Lorraine Hayes) 
David Roberts 

 
Eileen Roberts (mother of Doug) 
Michelle Ruland (friend of Sue  
                                                 Walker) 
Sue Schweichler (friend of Pauline            
                                                 Kraus) 
Katie Staynoff 
Carol Stein (friend of Joanne Pavolko) 
Karen Teed 
Perry Thomas 
Ian Welden (nephew of Pete Kraus)          
Phyllis Welden (sister of Pete Kraus) 
Art Williams 
Dorothy Woods (friend of Marilee      
                                                   Wnek) 
Joyce Woods 
Jim & Carol Zeart (brother-in-law of 
               Jan) 
 
 
 
 

OUR MILITARY & THEIR FAMILIES:   
Brent Carlson (nephew of Jan) 
Vincent Koscielniak (son of Loretta               
                                             Vanstone) 
Jheri Davis, Whitman Air Force Base,  
                                           Missouri   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Our most sincere sympathy surrounds Wanita Kennedy, and daughters, Lianne (Randy) Walker, 
Terri (Richard) Lyons and Pat Kennedy and their family and friends, as Jim Kennedy, passed 
away into eternity January 13, 2018.  While we share the family’s sorrow, we are thankful for 
Jim’s friendship and lifetime commitment he had for the church.  The flower on the communion 
table is in loving memory of Jim.  
                 

 
*********************************************************** 

Each monthly newsletter we list family members & friends who have been asked to be included in our prayers. 

On a rotation system we list the same names in our Sunday bulletins. When a person has been on the list for 

more than year, we remove that name, unless we are asked to have prayers continued. Please help update this 

list when new or renewed concerns arise as God answers our prayers. 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


